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Easter baskets are filled with bunnies and
chicks and candy and all things sweet and new
life, right? Well, not so for Thomas this year.
There were sweet treats of course, and a
bunny thrown in for good measure, but the
highlights were not so sweet. Namely, your pastor’s kid’s Easter basket
was filled with dragons and monsters. Literally. A stuffed dragon. Lego
monster minifigures. A lego dragon. These are quite simply the things he
loves at the moment, so much so that the plastic eggs filled with candy on
his egg hunt were quickly set down to search for another one filled with a
monster minifigure.
I felt a little sheepish at first. I mean, shouldn’t I stick to the typical Easter images and symbols of new
life? But then I got to thinking about it. What better way to mark Easter and all that it means than by
taking the things that could scare us most-- monsters, dragons, things that hint at and threaten death-and making them into toys. What better way to show that death has been stripped of its power, that
we do not need to be afraid, that fear has left the building? We can play with these things because we
are no longer afraid of them.
In the midst of our readings from First John in this season of Easter there is this gem of a verse:
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.” (1 John 4:18) In the Gospel of John, Jesus
says: “There is no greater love than this, than one lays down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13)
On the cross, and through the cross, Jesus lived out perfect love. The love poured out on the cross led
to the defeat of death in the resurrection. There is no fear in love. Because of God’s love, there is no
fear of death. Because of God’s love, we do not have to live in fear. Because of God’s love, we do not
have to live from a place of fear. Do you know Jesus' first words to the disciples in the upper room?
“Peace be with you,” as in do not be afraid. Do you know what Jesus says more than anything else in
the Bible? “Do not be afraid.” Because of Christ, we are freed from fear.
And yet, the truth is, we know fear. We’ve spent a year surrounded by it in the midst of the unknowns
of the pandemic. On my calendar April 13 was marked as FREEDOM. It was the day two weeks after
my second vaccine, the date I would be fully immunized. I think when I wrote FREEDOM on that date, I
expected it to be the day that I was relieved of the immense burden of fear and anxiety and worry I’ve
been carrying for the past year. I did in fact feel some lifting of burden, but more accurately it has been
a shifting of fears. There are now new fears. Perhaps you are having the same experience.
These days, instead of expecting myself to be without fear, I’m working to acknowledge the fear and
not let it drive the bus. Instead, I’m working to put love in the driver’s seat, for love is stronger than
fear and love is of God. “Hey fear, I see you and hear you. But here is love. Love, what should we do
next?” Love wins.
In our communal life, I suspect that there are questions we are asking out of our fears: Will people
come back? Will we make it financially? Will this be the end of church as we know it? We are not the
only ones asking these questions. Article after article in my church resource groups address questions
such as these, which helps us know we are not alone. (A couple of my favorites: “Will The
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Do.
Church.
Anywhere.
Live on Facebook
Sundays at 10am
Worship posted
on YouTube
later

Worship in the Sanctuary
We continue worship in person in the sanctuary
during May. Each Sunday will continue to have
limited seats available for reservation for the
10am service. You can reserve your seat at:
https://stmarkmpworship521.eventbrite.com
or by calling the church office at
847.253.0631. An online option will still be
provided every Sunday via our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/StMarkLutheranIL) and
YouTube Channel (https://tinyurl.com/
stmarkmpyoutube). Safety protocols will be
followed, masks required, and worship will be
adapted to ensure your safety. We look
forward to worshipping with you.

Worship online with us.
Visit our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
StMarkLutheranIL/ as well as our
YouTube Channel https://
tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube.
Pastor’s Corner (continued)
Congregation Come Back?” Should Not Be Our Biggest Concern (6 Better Questions) by Karl Vaters and
Religion After Pandemic by Diane Butler Bass) I know these are real questions, but I’m trying to have
them take a backseat to these questions: How are we called to love? What is most loving in this time
and place? How can we share the love of Jesus here and now? When I ask those questions, the fear
lessens, for love casts out fear. When I ask those questions, I feel like I’m living
the resurrection, where love, not death has the final say. Join me as we live in
love, and follow that love out into the world.
Peace and LOVE in Christ,
Pastor Christie
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Meet the Confirmand: Claire Patricia Wynkoop
What does your name mean? Is there any special
significance or stories related to your name? Claire: clear,
bright, illustrious, and enlightened. Patricia: a name I share with my
grandmother and mom.
Where were you baptized? Augustana Lutheran Church,
Chicago, IL April 2007
Who are the people that helped you on your journey of
faith so far? I want to thank everyone who has helped me along
the way, especially Deacon Dave, George, Mrs. G, Pastor Christie,
my Great Grandma, and my parents.
What is your favorite memory from Faithwalk? The ultimate
Lock-In, learning how to light matches, snacks, ginger bread houses,
bacon tater tot night, Lent Soup Suppers (Cheddar Broccoli), and
Star Wars Bible Study.
What service projects did you do? How do you like to help
others in an organized way? What did you learn from
them? Cleaning out the fridge, baking, blankets for PADs, FMSC,
Clearbrook on Cue (Theater Program for Differently Abled Individuals) --- I learned how to be a strong leader and a kind person.
What have you discovered about your gifts, skills, talents,
and resources? So far singing, acting, learning, and writing have
been places where my gifts, skills, and talents have been put to good use.
How do you plan to serve God after being confirmed? After confirmation I’m excited to join
the Ice Cream Crew, Baking for Good, continue helping at Feed My Starving Children, helping with
worship, and participating in the Star Wars Bible Study.
I have come to believe many things in my time growing up within the church. I have felt the
feeling of community through all those who have seen me grow up and have aided me in my faith
journey. I believe that a community is there to support each other through faith and help us to learn
about God. Through The Bible, which holds all the stories and sayings that fuel my belief and aid me in
my journey, I have come to believe in the Holy Spirit, which surrounds everyone and everything. I
believe in Jesus who is a source of love, kindness, and wisdom. I am surrounded by God who has
created everything with love and protected me when I have struggled. I have learned, through the
support of my faith community and the church, how to use my many gifts to support my community
and teach the world about my faith. The countless people at St. Mark, who have taught me how to
believe, have given me the gifts to become kind and full of love. They have given me the tools to go
out into the world with my faith, and use it to help me become a better person. I believe in my faith
and in all the things that it encompasses; God the creator, Jesus my source of hope and love, and the
Holy Spirit which guides me in my beliefs. I am prepared to step forward in my faith and use my gifts to
aid the church. I will use everything I have learned and everything I believe to continue to grow in my
faith. I will continue to serve the church and do good in the world. I will teach about what I know and
continue to learn and grow as a person and a believer in the faith. I will let The Bible teach me and the
Holy Spirit guide me. I will let God protect me and Jesus give me hope. This is what I know to be true.
This is what I believe.
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Meet the Confirmand: Kate Kremer
What does your name mean? Is there any special significance or
stories related to your name? Kate – “pure” my Dad loved 1 syllable
names.
Where were you baptized? Northwest Covenant Church, 2007.
Who are the people that helped you on your journey of faith so
far? I’m grateful for Deacon Dave, Pr. Linnea, Mrs. G, Pastor Christie,
Grandma, my Mom, and everyone who has helped me in my faith
journey.

What is your favorite memory from Faithwalk? The Ultimate
Lock-In, getting left in the church during hide and go seek, snacks, ginger
bread houses, cookie baking, and Holy Moly.
What service projects did you do? How do you like to help
others in an organized way? What did you learn from them?
Cookie baking, blankets for PADs, Blankets, raising money for community
projects, FMSC --- I learned kindness matters.
What have you discovered about your gifts, skills, talents, and
resources? So far I’ve learned the power of creative and divergent
thinking, conversation and relationship, dancing, and academics.
How do you plan to serve God after being confirmed? After
Faithwalk I’m excited to be a part of Ice Cream Crew, Baking for Good,
PADs, and helping at Feed My Starving Children.
As my favorite bible quote says, “For I know the plans I have for
you, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” My God is the creator and haven for everybody, good or bad. He
will always make a plan for you that is prosperous, faithful, and full of his
knowledge and hope. He wants to make sure your faith in him is as equal
as his faith in you. Jesus however, projects God‘s wisdom to you in a
human life form. They both unite us, share their knowledge, and help us. The Holy Spirit is our Savior
from the darkness and the reality of the world along with knitting all of God’s people together. I want
to continue my faith in the world and be able to transfer my knowledge into my future kids, friends, and
peers. I want to make sure that everybody knows that God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit will always be
there for you through thick and thin. They will forgive you for your sins and help you learn from them.
They will teach you how to cherish your life on earth and help you see the world from a different
perspective. As I grow up my community will be full of wisdom after me. My community will be knitted
together forever due to our spirit of forgiveness in each other. We will respect just like Jesus respected
his disciples. We will become God and Jesus’s wisdom, strength, through the Holy Spirit. We will teach
the world how to be peaceful and generous. My community will succeed due to my knowledge from my
peers. I want to thank my peers, Deacon Dave, Pastor Christie, Pastor Linnea, Mrs. G, my mom, and
my grandma for showing me all of this peaceful world full of hidden kindness.
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The Church Transformed
By: Deacon David Webb
There’s that great quote that goes something like: “May you live
in interesting times.” The best part of the quote is that it is
described as a curse. My friends, we certainly are living in
“interesting” times. I’m not sure if we’ve been cursed or not, but
several parts of our daily life, civic life, church life, and personal
life all seem to have unknown and potentially ominous chapters
about to begin or continue.

Recently two things have been especially meaningful for me as I
think about these “interesting times.” Both of these things are related to something Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton (and others) have said. The gist is that the discomfort that we are feeling is not good
or bad but that we are in the process of being transformed and that the church itself is undergoing a
deep transformation. That language is great, but “what does it mean?’ I’ve been wondering.
The first thing that has helped me define what this “transformation” might look like is Pastor
Christie’s recent Good Shepherd sermon on the flock and the fold and the idea that these two
shepherding concepts can help us understand dual natures of the church. As a faith community, we
are gathered together into a safe place like the fold as we gather for worship, meetings, time for
prayer, fellowship, in reach, etc. As a faith community, we are also like a flock that wanders and
meanders in pilgrimage for nourishment outside friendly confines. The flock travels over hill and dale,
in through friendly environs and dangerous places. This is us as we live our lives and our faith in the
many different places our journey and the Holy Spirit lead us. So much of our “transformation” is
our push to be a flock that is scattered and on a pilgrimage of faith rather than a fold gathered
together in the safe confines of our sheep fold.
The second thing that has helped me define this period of “transformation” has been a teaching
concept from Buddhist Nun Pema Chodron that is encapsulated in this quote: “We think that the
point is to pass the test or overcome the problem, but the truth is that things don't really get solved.
They come together and they fall apart. Then they come together again and fall apart again. It's just
like that. The healing comes from letting there be room for all of this to happen: room for grief, for
relief, for misery, for joy (this is from When Things Fall Apart).” I have very much been stuck in the
things coming apart and believing it’s a sign that the unraveling can only continue rather than that it is
the first step in transformation.
Regardless of whether these ideas and concepts resonate with you or however you’re feeling these
days, I hope you find some space to feel whatever you’re feeling and listen for the voice of the Good
Shepherd who calls you by name and leads you through both relief and grief.

Volume 60, Issue 5

Page 7

LSSI Women's Network
Virtual Spring Fling

"These are a Few of My
Favorite Things"

The Way of Love
A Celebration of 75 Years of St. Mark
The anniversary committee has been busy
planning for our celebration over the
summer and on September 12. Over the
summer we are planning to recognize and
give thanks for the many ministries that
have served St. Mark over the past 75 years.
We would also like to recognize and
celebrate the milestone moments in your
lives. If you or your children were married,
baptized, and/or confirmed at St. Mark we
invite you to send pictures to
stmark75thanniversary@gmail.com so we
can include them in worship over the
summer. When submitting, please indicate
if it’s ok to use these pictures on social
media.
Class of 2016

Help LSSI’s Foster Care Program by joining the Women’s Network of
LSSI at the 2021 Virtual Spring Fling. It's a
four day event from Wednesday, May 12, to
Saturday, May 15, w ith fun things to do
each day from the comfort of your own
home.
 Learn to a prepare an impressive fourcourse meal.
 Ask questions of a gardening expert from
Lurvey’s Garden Center.
 Check out sessions of Pilates, Hatha Yoga
and Chair Yoga.
 Have Tea with the Royals presented by
Leslie Goddard.
 Learn to create a signature drink in a mixology class.
 Take a walk on the beach at Dewees Island, SC.
 Cook along for a Sunday brunch.
Tickets are $45 per person which includes
access to all events. To view the full
schedule with session descriptions and to
register, visit www.LSSI.org/SpringFling.
Every dollar raised will support LSSI’s Foster
Care Program and the many children and
families they serve each year.

Church Women
United
May Friendship
Day
“Making Room at
the Table “
Over Zoom, on Friday, May 21, at 10am
The Zoom link and further info are not yet
available. Contact Gail Radtke, 847-956-4414;
purplelady@email.com, (subject line: MFD) if
interested. All are welcome!
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In thanksgiving for mothers, aunts, sisters, mentors and friends, St.
Mark has given to ELCA Good Gifts to support Farmer’s Field
School for a woman. Women are the force behind half of the
world’s food production. But they don’t always have the same
access to the land, supplies and education that their male
counterparts do. It’s been
estimated that if female
farmers around the world had equal access to
these resources, the resulting food production
would put a significant dent in the number of
people living with hunger. With an opportunity
to attend farmers’ field school, they’ll learn the
latest advancements in agriculture, marketing
and leadership, and help nourish their families
and communities. Thank you for all the work
you do to make the world a better place.

St. Mark welcomes Eleanor (Ellie) Sweeney as an Occupational
Therapy Intern starting May 10. Stay tuned for ways to welcome
her and get involved in the opportunities she will bring us.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated each week at worship. Individual
Communion cups, for your use at home, with wine or juice and
bread, are available for pickup or local delivery. Gluten free
options are also available. Please contact the Church Office by
email at stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org or by phone at 847-253-0631 to
order yours.
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The Book Club meets
on the 4th Monday of
each month at 1:00pm.
Currently we are
meeting on Zoom.
We'd love to have you
join us! Contact Nancy Snell at 847-4319116 if you have any questions or to get
the link to connect on Zoom.
St. Mark Book Club
2021 Updated Reading List
MAY 24- The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
JUNE 28 - A Time for Mercy by John
Grisham
JULY 26- The Island of Sea Women by Lisa
See
AUG 23- Summer of '69 by Elin
Hilderbrand
SEPT 27- The Exiles by Christina Baker Kline

Final Indoor Market Dates: Saturday,
May 8 & Saturday, May 22 9am-12:30pm
At the St Mark Center
St. Mark has been partnering with the Mt.
Prospect Lion’s Club to bring a Winter
Farmer’s Market to Mt. Prospect. The final
month of the indoor market is already here.
Come and enjoy the experience.
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Sponsoring Flowers for Worship
Now that we are back in the sanctuary
for worship, flowers are back on the altar.
If you would like to sponsor Altar Flowers
on a Sunday in memory or honor of
someone or for a special occasion, please
contact the church office at
847-253-0631. The cost is $40.

Help Needed! Are you willing to be an
usher, temperature taker, or reader for
Sunday worship? Willing to learn how to
do sound or monitor video to be backup
in those areas? We need YOU to help
make worship happen!
Contact Sharon Blazek or Pastor Christie
to sign up.
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The accompanying table provides a review of church finances
through March. The ongoing pandemic continues to
significantly impact offerings and facility use revenues. While
we continue to do our best to control expenses (which are
down roughly $14,000 relative to budget and $6,000 relative
to the same period last year), the decline in offerings (down
$28,000 relative to budget and $11,500 relative to last year)
far exceeds our expense savings. We have initiated the
application process for a second Payroll Protection Plan loan
to help bridge this gap, but whether that will be approved
remains in question. Regardless, that support will be
short-lived and we will need giving to return to pre-pandemic levels to maintain our
existing ministry and benevolence levels.
This comes at a time when we are considering additional expenses to support continued
development of online, video and remote worship formats to reach members when they
are away from the Northwest Suburbs, better serve the homebound, connect with our
youth as well as potential new members, and generally provide new ways to engage, not
only for worship service, but also for education and fellowship.
Several options are available to facilitate giving and we encourage you to use them.
These include Bill Pay or Zelle which are offered by many banks, Simply Giving, or using
regular mail. Our website also has a new section for Offerings & Donations with the
PayPal donation link added. Please contact Nancy Hundley at (815) 261-2570 or
nhundley@stmarkmp.org if you would like help setting up any of these giving methods.
You have been consistently generous over the years in supporting our benevolence
giving and the many community ministries of St Mark. We hope the works of these
ministries are a reminder of the joy of giving, and the blessing of being able to give.
Doug Trezise, Treasurer - St. Mark Lutheran Church
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CAPITAL/MAINTENANCE FUND STATEMENT
INCOME
Offerings – Capital Fund

YTD ACTUAL

YTD BUDGET

DIFFERENCE

$6,169

$6,250

($81)

$242

$200

$42

$6,411

$6,450

($39)

Center Capital Expense

$0

$3,750

($3,750)

TOTAL EXPENSES

$0

$3,750

($3,750)

$6,411

$2,700

$3,711

Administrative – InvestTOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES

NET INCOME (LOSS)
BENEVOLENCE FUND STATEMENT
INCOME
Offerings – Benevolence

YTD ACTUAL

YTD BUDGET

DIFFERENCE

$7,993

$13,250

($5,257)

$7,993

$13,250

($5,257)

Metro Chicago Synod

$6,625

$6,625

$0

St. Mark Foundation

$6,625

$6,625

$0

TOTAL EXPENSES

$13,250

$13,250

$0

NET INCOME (LOSS)

($5,257)

($0)

TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
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Thoughts from the Loft
When you ask someone their favorite hymn, you are likely to get
a variety of answers. That’s the beauty of our hymnal! It gives us
short “devotions” that encourage us in the faith. Sometimes a
favorite hymn can surprise us. I have turned recently to “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus”. It amazes me how this hymn has a lot to do with prayer. “Take it to the
Lord in prayer”, the poet writes. May you find such an element of
surprise in your own favorite hymn. I pray that hymn strengthens you on your journey!
Peace,
Tim

The St. Mark Church Council will be meeting for its
annual retreat on Saturday, May 8. We invite your
prayers for God’s guidance as we discern goals for this
year. The 2021-22 Church Council is comprised of Dave
Okon-President, Kevin Lang-Vice President; Doug
Trezise-Treasurer, Henriette Hukporti-Secretary, Bob
Allgaier, Milli Cady, Judy Fell, Andy Goodrich, Laura
Jakubowski, Diane Luper, Abby Sorum, Sue Supergan, and
Julie Wenzel.

St. Mark Foundation Educational Gift
Applications
Are you a graduating high school senior? Are you
pursuing further education such as college? If you
have not previously received a scholarship or gift from the
Foundation, we invite you to apply for a St. Mark
Foundation Educational Gift. We will award a one-time gift
to each student who has graduated high school and is
pursuing further education. Applications are now available on the St. Mark
website, www.stmarkmp.org, or in the weekly enewsletter St. Mark Update.
Applications are due on Friday, May 14, 2021 by 4:00 pm. Completed applications can
be emailed to the church office at stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org.
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Congratulations to Cisco Scaramuzza, son of Jeanne Kueter, on his Emmy nomination
as Technical Director for the iRacing Pro Invitational: Homestead-Miami show that was
broadcast on Fox Sports in March of 2020. The Emmy winners will be announced on
June 8, 2021 at the 42nd Annual Sports Emmys.
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St. Mark Preschool is hiring 2 Teacher Assistants for the 2021-2022 school year. Both
positions are part time. Hours for first position are Monday through Friday 11:30 5:30. This assistant will be responsible for prepping, serving, and cleaning up our catered
lunch to 2 classrooms. Along with another teacher, they will supervise the nap room for
full day children. Also responsible for assisting the teacher and director in supervising
children in play activities during our aftercare program. The second position is for a
classroom teacher assistant in our Threes classroom. Hours are 8:30-1:30 three to five
mornings a week. This assistant will help the classroom teacher implement age
appropriate activities for a classroom of 10-15 three year olds and engage the children in
activities that promote the growth and development of the children.
Qualifications for both positions:
*Candidate must be at least 18 with a high school diploma
*Associates degree in Early Childhood or related field preferred
*Positive, patient demeanor
*Reliable, dependable
*Excellent verbal skills
*Must pass a DCFS background check
*Minimum of 1 year experience in Early Childhood or related field preferred
Responsibilities include:
*Create a fun and safe learning environment
*Establish and maintain positive relationships with children and their families
*Maintain health and safety of all students
Please consider joining our team and help make a difference in the lives of the children in
our community.
To apply contact Barb Zediker at bzediker@stmarkmp.org or call the school at
847.873.1110
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2021
*All In-Person Activities are limited in size or are online until further notice.*
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5th Sunday of Easter
10am Worship in the
Sanctuary
11:30 Worship Outside
in the Garden
Easter Parade to follow

9
6th Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
10am Worship in the
Sanctuary
& Live on Facebook
Later posted OnLine on
YouTube

10
Intern Ellie Sweeney’s
1st Day

16
7th Sunday of Easter
Confirmation Sunday &
1st Communion
Celebration
10am Worship in the
Sanctuary
& Live on Facebook
Later posted OnLine on
YouTube

30

11
7pm Worship & Music

17
7pm Foundation

23
Pentecost
1st Communion
Celebration
10am Worship
in the
Sanctuary
Holy
& Live on
Trinity
FaceSunday
book
10am
Worship in
the
Sanctuary
& Live on
Facebook

5
5pm WOW (In Person)

18
7pm Church Council

24
1pm Book Club

Memorial
Day
OFFICE
CLOSED

31

6

12
5pm WOW (In Person)

19

7

4:30pm FaithWalk (In
Person)

13

14

20

21

26

15

4:30pm FaithWalk
Affirmation Night (In
Person)

5pm WOW (In Person)

25

8
Church Council
Retreat
9am Winter
Farmers Market

22
9am Winter
Farmers Market

27

28

29

St. Mark Lutheran Church
200 South Wille Street
Mount Prospect, Illinois
60056-3121
May 2021

St. Mark Lutheran Church
847/253-0631
Fax: 847/253-5387
Email: stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org
Website: stmarkmp.org
Pastor
Music Director
Parish Administrator
Office Administrator
Youth & Family Ministry

2021-22 Church
Council
Dave Okon, President
Kevin Lang, Vice President
Doug Trezise, Treasurer
Henriette Hukporti,
Secretary
Bob Allgaier
Milli Cady
Judy Fell
Andy Goodrich
Laura Jakubowski
Diane Luper
Abby Sorum
Susan Supergan
Julie Wenzel

Staff
Rev. Christie Webb
Timothy Spelbring
Nancy Hundley
Jill Galyon
Deacon David Webb

cwebb@stmarkmp.org
tspelbring@stmarkmp.org
nhundley@stmarkmp.org
jgalyon@stmarkmp.org
dwebb@stmarkmp.org

Sunday Worship (See inside this issue for the latest updates)
Online: Check our Facebook page or our YouTube Channel
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/StMarkLutheranIL/
YouTube Channel: https://tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube.

Youth Christian Education
WOW: Wednesdays 5:00-5:45pm
FaithWalk: Thursdays 4:30-5:30pm
Adult Christian Education
MidWeek Discussion Wednesdays on Zoom. Contact the church office to connect.
Church Office Hours
By Appointment only

St. Mark Preschool & Enrichment Center
847/873-1110
Web: stmarkpreschoolcares.org
Preschool Director

Barb Zediker

bzediker@stmarkmp.org

