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Does your December list 

look about like mine?  

December is such a fun filled 

month, but it is also a busy 

month.  There is such hustle 

and bustle, all for good  

reasons, to celebrate the joy 

of Christmas with all the ones 

we love.  And yet, the hustle 

and bustle can get to be a bit 

overwhelming at times.  It sometimes feels as if all the packages and plans we are juggling might just 

tumble down if we add one more thing. 
 

All this busy is why we are inviting you the practice of Advent and Hygge: the Art of Coziness. Instead 

of adding one more place for you to be, one more midweek worship or activity, we are inviting you to 

take time to stop, be at home, cuddle up under blankets, and reflect. Hygge (pronounced hoo-ga) is a 

Danish word that means the art of coziness. It is at once an antidote to over-busy consumerism and a 

reminder of what matters most.  It is a perfect way to live into the season of Advent.  
 

You see, the Danes are one of the happiest countries in the world, and many have studied their culture 

to try to figure out why. Hygge is a big part of their happiness. The Little Book of Hygge defines it like 

this: “[Hygge] is a sense of comfort, togetherness, and well-being. Hygge is about an atmosphere and an 

experience. It is about being with the people we love. A feeling of home. A feeling that we are safe." I 

think it is what we all crave as the duvet of darkness covers us in this dimmest part of this year: to cud-

dle in, find the light, celebrate it and rest.  
 

I learned about Hygge last year, right after Christmas. I was so taken with the idea I shared it with Dea-

con David.  It became something we intentionally practiced.  We brought in the cushions from our back 

porch patio furniture, laid them down in front of the fireplace, gathered all the spare blankets and 
heaped them in the pile. We collected all the candles we could find and put them in the fireplace. Then, 

after dinner each night (and sometimes all day on the weekends) we would light the candles and cuddle 

in for a time of togetherness. Thomas loved it. So did we. It made winter magical, peaceful, simple, rest-

ful. I’ve been craving that magic ever since we moved our cushions back out to the porch. I can’t wait to 

get our hygge nest all set up again.  
 

I want you to experience that same sense of magic, peace, rest. To help you do this, we have a gift of 

Advent and Hygge an Advent Devotional on the Art of Coziness available for you. I hope you take time 

to practice hygge, to cozy up, settle in, and reflect on hope, peace, joy and love as we prepare for the 

one who brings that hope, peace, joy and love to the fullest, Jesus the Christ.  Here is to a very Hygge 

Advent. May the cozy surround you.  
 

In Peace, 

Pr. Christie 

 Buy presents: Dave, Thomas, Liz, Dad, Susie, Lynnie, Mary, 

 Plan Worships for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and After 

(oh and get the sermons ready too!) 

 Staff Christmas Party 

 Presents for Thomas’s Teachers 

 Gingerbread Houses 

 Cookie Bake 

 Preschool PJ Pageant 

 Visit Santa 

 Botanic Garden Lights with friends 
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Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Worship  
4 pm & 10 pm 

 
Christmas Day Worship 

10 am 
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What’s Happening in 

Youth & Family Ministry? 
 

 

Tastefully Simple Fundraiser  

Our next tasting will be December 15, just in time for  

Christmas.

Children’s Christmas  

Program 

 

Sunday , December 15 

During the 10am  

Worship Service 

Calling all Middle School & High School Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COOKIE BAKE 

Sunday, December 15 
5-8:30pm at the Center  

Come bake and deliver goodies to our fire 

fighters, police officers, hospital workers and 

church members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOW Families and 

FaithWalk Students come & 

build Gingerbread Houses 
 

Wednesday, December 18 

6-7pm 

and Thursday, December 19 

4:30-6pm 
 

RSVP to Deacon David 

at dwebb@stmarkmp.org 

to reserve a house or two. 

Wednesday, December 18 

5-6pm 

For children 0-3 yrs and their parents!  

Gather for songs, stories and free time in the 

nursery.  Contact Pastor Christie for  

more information. 
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Getting Ready! 
By: Deacon David Webb 
 

I love celebrating seasons!  Church seasons, the earth’s seasons, and 

my own blend of the two things.  For example, October and  

November are a big season of gratefulness: gratefulness for life, for 

the Lutheran confession, for neighbors, the saints, and family.  The 

beginning of November marks the mini-season of my birthday, which 

starts before the season of Christie’s birthday at the end of  

November, but they are both part of the Gratefulness Season.  But right at the end of November, right 

about when the end of the world readings start happening in church, “The Getting Ready Season” starts 

in my world.  I start thinking about how I want to celebrate Advent.  My family pressures me into  

making a Christmas list (twists my arm!—cookbooks and socks this year).  We start booking flights for 

Ohio and Phoenix in November and January. We start talking about what we are going to cook for the 

big gatherings.  Then we start decorating.  The time change and the Advent wreath make it inevitable 
that we will be lighting candles and cozying up.  Whether we are lighting a candle before we read  

devotions, tell a Godly Play story with Thomas, or adding some festivity to dinner, those most domestic 

fires help us get ready and be more attentive for whatever is about to happen.  At church we are  

planning to do the same.  At the 10am worship service we are planning to have young people help us 

get ready, by working on a special candle lighting procession that will happen with the lighting of the  

Advent Wreath.  Watch for them to lead us in getting ready for this great mystery of the church year.  

How do lighting candles help you get ready?  What other things help you get ready in this season 

(whatever you call it)?  Then listen for the prayers that they are going to write.  Last December the 

young people did such a good job writing prayers for the Christmas Program we decided they should 

write the prayers for the whole of Advent.  They will have some wonderful things to share from their 

hearts that will help us all get ready.   

 

Holden Village 
 

If you (high school aged youths through adults) are  

interested in traveling to Holden Village with St. Mark this 

summer,  please contact Deacon David ASAP.  There are two 

possible trips coming together. 

 

 

 

Commitment Cards 

You can still return your pledge cards for 2020. 

Place it in the offering plate or mail/bring it into 

the Church office. 
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It’s December 

and the last 

month to  

contribute to the 2019 Challenge  

Giving, which was established as part 

of the Annual Budget to support our 

staff by providing  a 65% Employer 

Contribution to Health insurance 

costs for non-clergy staff and salary 

increases for all staff.  
 

Looking at giving through  

October,  we are extremely short 

of our goal—we have ONLY 

reached 36% of this Goal.  
 

Please consider contributing so 

we can REACH OUR GOAL!  
 

Contact Doug Trezise, Treasurer, with 

any questions. 

 

The Church Office will be 

closed for the holidays on 

the following days: 

 

Tuesday, December 24 

Wednesday, December 25 

Tuesday, December 31 

Wednesday, January 1 

Gratefulness Gatherings: December 2nd 

from 6:30-8PM  

We will meet December 2nd  at 6:30 for our last 

Gratefulness Gathering for the year.  A slight 

change will be that we will meet at St. Raymond’s.  

They have a Taize prayer service at St Raymond’s 

which I enjoy attending.  
 

We will meet at 6:25pm at the doors to the church 

at St. Raymond’s and have our usual chat and 

snacks and then at 7PM you can continue to chat as 

usual or you can come over to the Taize service 

with me.   

 

RSVP to Deacon David at dwebb@stmarkmp.org 

 

CHRISTMAS 

CANTATA 
 

Sunday, 

December 23 

At 10am 

 

One Service ONLY! 

mailto:dwebb@stmarkmp.org
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Enjoy food? Come and join the  

Nibblers as they experience places 

to eat around our community each 

month.  ALL are Welcome!  

December Nibblers will meet at Gianni’s 

Café, 18 W. Station St., Palatine on  

Saturday, December 7 at 6:30 pm. 

Please RSVP to Karen/Paul Brask at 

pkbrask@comcast.net 

 

BUDGET MEETING 

Sunday, December 8  

Following 10am worship 

 

Copies of the 2020 proposed budget 

are now available  

in the narthex 

More College Care Packages 
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Thoughts from the Loft 

In this season of Advent, as we focus on the “coziness” of the  

season, let us discover that sentiment in our Advent hymns.  Often 

time familiar Christmas carols evoke lullabyes and heart-warming 

melodies.  However, Advent hymns can suggest similar feelings.   

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is but one example.  Also, “Lost in the Night” (ELW #243) provides us 

with a promise in each verse as well as a prayer, “Come and save us soon!”  Advent hymns point us to 

the coming of a Savior.  Listen for those moments this season that enrich your life so we may all  

proclaim “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” 
 

Peace, 

Tim 

Senior Lunch Bunch 

Annual Christmas Lunch 
 

Thursday,  December 19 

1:00 pm 

TREZEROS KITCHEN & TAP 
(302 W. Northwest Hwy, Mt. Prospect) 

With Christmas Music by Tim 

 

Lunch includes salad, choice of entrée, coffee, tea or soda & dessert 

(YES, it’s Christmas Cookie Gelato!) 

Beer or wine available 

 

Choose one entrée: 

Cheeseburger with fries 

Turkey Club Sandwich with fries 

Small Wedge Salad with Chicken 

Chicken Parmesan over spaghetti 

Cost = $23 per person 
 

Please bring a pair of new children’s or adult’s mittens or gloves (unwrapped). We will 

give them to the LCC Food Pantry in Arlington Heights. 

 
 

RSVP with entrée choice and payment to Marilyn Gosell by  

Monday,  December 16 
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CALENDAR 
 
Sat. November 30                   9:00 am 

Trim the Church 
Sanctuary, Great Room, Narthex 

 
Tues. December 3                  6:30 pm 

St. Raymond Women’s Club 
Christmas Dinner 

(by prepaid reservation only) 
 

Sat. December 14 
Holiday Outing 
Woodstock, IL 

  
Wed, December 18             9:00 am 

Quilting 
2nd floor Education wing 

    

Trim the Church 
Saturday, November 30 

9am 
 

You are invited to come and lend a hand 
 as we decorate our church for the  

Advent and Christmas seasons.  
Any help would be greatly appreciated!  
They say many hands make light work.  

Let’s do this together! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAR TREE 
The Star Tree is up in the narthex with tags 
you can choose to purchase a Christmas gift 
for Holy Family students, PADS guests, or 
Concordia Place clients. Be sure to check 
the deadline date for your gifts to be 

returned. Each place has different 
needs! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Outing 
Saturday, December 14 

 
We will be taking the train out to Woodstock, 
IL, for a fun day in this quaint little town.  
You have your choice of 2 outbound trains
(9:11 or 11:11 am) and 2 return (1:48 or 
3:48 pm) train from/to Mt. Prospect so you 
can arrange the day as you wish. 

Shop the village square,  
before or after lunch. 

Lunch at the Woodstock Public House 
at 12:30 pm. (Please let us know you 

are coming so we are sure to  
reserve enough space.) 

If you let Kim Perlich know  
(847-253-4073) you are interested,  

tickets ($25 each) can be arranged for  
The Nutcracker Ballet at 2:00 pm. 

 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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I hope you have embraced the theme we’ve focused on of stewardship being the way we live out our 

beliefs in our daily lives.  Stewardship does involve giving money to our church and other charities 

that we choose to support, as well as being generous with using our time to help our neighbors and 

our community.  But we can do that out of a sense of duty or a felt obligation to be a “good person” 

even if we don’t have faith in God’s ownership and gracious giving to us. 
 

Recognizing that we are the temporary managers of gifts that have been given to us, knowing that 

God is the giver—that’s the basis for seeing God’s activity in our daily living.  Going to worship  

services and reading the Bible and devotional books are helpful to knowing God.  But really feeling 

God’s presence is to practice the faith in our daily routines and interactions with family, coworkers, 

neighbors and friends. 
 

That doesn’t mean talking “religion” and quoting Bible verses to the people we intersect with.  

(There are times that may be appropriate, but…) Often it means having a mindset that is open to 

seeing God’s activity in our daily living, even if it’s not obvious. It does mean that being kind to  

people becomes more important than being right, that I lend a sympathetic ear to persons in need of 

a listener, that I see God’s hand in the small but significant opportunities that come my way to be a 

friend, a helper or a peacemaker.  Maybe it’s when I receive an unexpected compliment or when I 

give one and say “thank you” to a person who helped me unexpectedly. 
 

We’re working on updating the blue pew card to be a reminder of this wider concept of  

stewardship.  It will be a card you can take home as a reminder, one that you can share in the  

offering, or simply a reminder to reflect on God’s gracious activity in your life.  Enjoy your  

stewardship journey! 
 

Pr. Carl Anderson from the Stewardship Team 
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Join us Wednesdays at 11am in 

the Great Room.  

(NO Class on December 25.) 

 
All St. Markers are invited to the  

Annual Preschool Christmas PJ Pageant 

Sunday, December 8 at 6pm in the Sanctuary 
Come in your pajamas and join in for an evening of singing, stories and ICE CREAM!!! 

Friday, December 20 

7pm in the Great Room 
 

Bring your favorite appetizer or plate of 

Christmas Cookies to share. 

Bring a personal craft to work on  

or choose one of ours. 

 

 
 

Order Your 

Christmas 

Poinsettias 

 

Now through Sunday, December 15 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN UPDATE 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

8 am Worship 
10 am Worship 

 

2 

12:30 pm  Bridge Club 
6:30 pm  PADS 

  

3 
11 am  Private Event 
4 pm Basketball 
5:30 pm  Basketball 
7 pm  Mary Circle 

4 
9:30 am  Volleyball 
11 am  Bible Study 
4:30 pm  WOW 
4:30 pm Basketball 
6 pm  Basketball 

5 
4 pm  Basketball 
4:30 pm  FaithWalk 
6 pm  Basketball 
6:30 pm  Bell Choir 
7:30 pm  Vocal Choir 

6 
4:30 pm  Basketball 
6 pm  Basketball 

7 
8 am   Basketball 
12 pm  Basketball 
1:30 pm  Basketball 
6:30 pm  Nibblers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

8 am Worship 
10 am Worship 
1:30 pm  Private Event 
6 pm  Preschool PJ 
Pageant 

 

9 

6:30 pm  PADS 
  

10 
4 pm  Basketball 
5:30 pm  Basketball 
7 pm  Worship & Music 

11 
9:30 am  Volleyball 
11 am  Bible Study 
4:30 pm  WOW 
4:30 pm  Basketball 
6 pm  Basketball 

12 
4 pm Basketball 
4:30 pm  FaithWalk 
6 pm  Basketball 
6 pm  Band Rehearsal 
6:30 pm  Bell Choir 
7:30 pm  Vocal Choir 

13 
4:30 pm  Basketball 
6 pm  Basketball 
 

14 
Holiday Outing to 
Woodstock 
8 am Basketball 
12 pm  Basketball 
1:30 pm  Basketball 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

8 am Worship 
10 am Worship with 
Children’s Christmas 
Program 
8:30 am Tastefully Simple 
Tasting 
 

16 
6:30 pm  PADS 

  

17 
4 pm  Basketball 
5:30 pm  Basketball 
7 pm  Church Council 
 
 

  
  

18 
9 am  Quilting 
9:30 am  Volleyball 
11 am  Bible Study 
4:30 pm  WOW 
4:30 pm Basketball 
5 pm  Playgroup 
6 pm WOW Gingerbread 
Houses 
6 pm  Basketball 
 

 

19 
1 pm  Senior Lunch Bunch 
Christmas Lunch 
4 pm  Basketball 
4: 30 pm  FaithWalk 
4:30 pm Gingerbread 
Houses 
6:30 pm  Bell Choir 
7:30 pm  Vocal Choir 

20 
4:30 pm  Basketball 
6 pm Basketball 
7 pm Craft Connection 

21 
8 am  Basketball 
12 pm  Basketball 
3  pm  Private Event 

22 
8 am Worship 
10 am Worship with 
Christmas Cantata 
8:30-11:30 am Fair Trade 
on Sale 

23 

6:30 pm  PADS 
 
 

24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
OFFICE CLOSED 
4 pm  Worship 
10 pm Worship 

25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
10 am  Worship 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
8 am Worship 
10 am Worship 

 

30 
6:30 pm  PADS 

31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
OFFICE CLOSED 

    



St. Mark Lutheran Church 

847/253-0631 

Fax:  847/253-5387 

Email:  stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org 

Website: stmarkmp.org 
 

Staff  

Pastor    Rev. Christie Webb cwebb@stmarkmp.org 

Music Director   Timothy Spelbring tspelbring@stmarkmp.org 

Parish Administrator  Nancy Hundley  nhundley@stmarkmp.org 

Office Administrator   Jill Galyon  jgalyon@stmarkmp.org 

Youth & Family Ministry  Deacon David Webb dwebb@stmarkmp.org 
 

Sunday Worship 

Chapel Service:   8 am   Worship Service:  10 am 
 

Youth Christian Education (Sept. – May) 

Wednesday                                Thursday 

WOW (3 yrs through 5th grade)     FaithWalk (Confirmation 6-8th grade) 

4:30-6:00 pm                                   4:30-6:00 pm 
 

Adult Christian Education 

Bible Study   Wednesday 11:00 am (During Lent at Noon) 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday  8:30 am – 4:30 pm  Friday 8:30 am – 12 pm noon 
 

St. Mark Preschool & Enrichment Center 

847/873-1110 

Web:  stmarkpreschoolcares.org 
 

Preschool Director  Barb Zediker  bzediker@stmarkmp.org 

 St. Mark Lutheran Church 

200 South Wille Street 
Mount Prospect, Illinois 

60056-3121 
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