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Welcome
Samuel David Webb

Born: November 8, 2020
9:44 AM
7 lbs., 11 oz. 20 inches
Parents: Pastor Christie &
Deacon David Webb
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Join Us for
Christmas
Worship
Online.

See the St. Mark YouTube
channel or our
Facebook page. The
worship service will be
posted by
Christmas Eve.
Thoughts from the Loft
One of my favorite aspects of the Advent season is the music that is
quite contemplative. Perhaps the most well-known Advent hymn is
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (ELW #257). This hymn actually
originated as a chant, with a Latin text and French music. The hymn
still strikes me as one that reflects the peace and joy of the Advent season. Christ may come to us in
unknown ways this Advent and Christmas, especially in our music-making. May we be filled with
peace throughout this season!
Blessings,
Tim

 Reflect

on your star word journey this year – where
it’s taken you, what you’ve learned, etc. *

*In January we received star words as part of our Epiphany Celebration.
Each month a new prompt will be included in the newsletter.
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Holy Communion and Virtual (Online) Worship
Reflections from Pastor Carl Anderson
I hope you are finding the online worship services accessible and meaningful. I
know there is no comparison to the experience of gathering with other
Christians for a “normal” in-person worship when we can sing, pray aloud,
greet each other, hear good music, and experience the joy and comfort of the
Lord’s Supper. In all the years I have been involved in churches, this is the first
time ever that we’ve not been able to share the sacrament in person.
The “official” position of the ELCA expressed by our bishops is that we are in a period of fasting from
communion. This is because the very nature of Holy Communion is stated in its name – it’s a
communal meal with Jesus and others at the table. The only time we celebrate this sacrament apart
from the gathered community is in emergency situations such as shut-ins or hospitalization. Even then
we do what we can to avoid the solitary celebration of this sacrament by including family and
sometimes hospital staff.
Although many churches, including the Washington National Cathedral (Episcopal) continue to
observe the fast, many have adapted communion to drive-in worship such as we did at St. Mark this
summer. People who were able to attend in their cars brought elements (bread or crackers, and
grape juice) and the pastor consecrated the elements on the temporary altar and by extension the
elements people brought with them.
The plan was that we would resume in-person worship in the sanctuary, including communion, on the
last Sunday of October, November and December of 2020, and then evaluate whether we could
resume every Sunday worship including communion sometime next year. We had our first in-person
worship service (since March) in the sanctuary on October 25, using prepackaged wine and wafer
cups. A problem with this approach is that it limited us to a group size of 50. That was reduced to 25
in November which meant only a small group could worship and have communion.
Due to the alarming increase of Covid-19 cases in October and November, both government and
church leadership have strongly recommended that we should not have any groups over 10.
Accordingly, we have decided to postpone worship in the sanctuary until it is safe. The worship
committee and the council have agreed to an alternate solution—online communion. On
November 29th, we will include the communion liturgy in our recorded service. All who choose can
participate by bringing your own elements of bread (or cracker) and wine/juice. If you would prefer to
have the prepackaged cups, they are available from the church. Call the office and we will arrange to
provide that for you. As the consecration is done on the video, you and your family can participate at
the same time, communing each other if possible, or self-communion if you are alone.
We think this approach makes the sacrament available to more people than worship in the sanctuary.
We expect to do the same on the last Sunday of December. We long for the day when we can
assemble again as a congregation in our beautiful sanctuary, but we know Jesus Christ is present to us
through the word and sacrament by video. Peace and Blessings to you.
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Stewardship
We have concluded our fall stewardship emphasis with the
dedication of pledges and commitment cards for 2021 at our
virtual worship service on 11/22. We are so grateful for the
financial and service support of all of our members. If you have
not yet sent yours in, please do so or contact Nancy Hundley by
email at NHundley@stmarkmp.org , or call the Church Office at
847-253-0631. We will even accept your commitment by a
telephone conversation.

There’s still time to
return your
commitment card.
Do it today!
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Friends,
As we begin this upcoming holiday season I want to let you know I am praying for you and your
families as we celebrate, gather, give thanks, prepare, and work a little harder for joy this year than we
have in years past. For those of you who are grieving or struggling with the weight of the world from
the past months I am definitely praying this season is one when you might find peace.
As you find new family rituals and ways of marking holy and significant days I hope that you find
creativity, simplicity, and genuine love for each other to enliven your homes. While I am on parental
leave there are many resources to help you form new rituals and practices for celebrating if those are
helpful. There are Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas resources available. You have received a link
for those in your email address. If you would like that link resent, contact Jill Galyon at
jgalyon@stmarkmp.org.
No matter how you celebrate this year, remember God is with you and every year Jesus is born in the
midst of our everyday life. I look forward to hearing how your lives have unfolded and been filled with
love and joy.
With Christ’s Peace
Deacon David
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Do.
Church.
Anywhere.
OnLine Worship
Posted Saturday
Evenings

Worship online with us this Advent.
Visit our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/StMarkLutheranIL/ as
well as our YouTube Channel https://
tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube.

Question & Answer Session
Sunday, December 6
11:00AM
On Zoom
See the Proposed Budget Letter which
was mailed to you to connect to the
meeting or call the Church Office

“Thursdays in Black”
This is a global ecumenical campaign of the
World Council of Churches which
promotes a no tolerance culture against
gender-based violence.
A joint statement has been made by the
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA and The
National Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada. To hear them
and learn more, go to
www.elca.org/thursdaysinblack.
Triennial
Rescheduled
The 2020 Triennial
Gathering, “Just Love”
will be held August 5-8,
2021, in Phoenix, AZ.
For more information,
check out
www.welcatg.org.
“Tuesdays at 12”
Continues
All are invited to join
ELCA women across the country
in a time for prayer
for our families, friends, communities,
country, and our world.
Anyone can participate
no matter where you are
at 12 noon on Tuesdays.
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A Chapel Reflection from a student at Holy Family School
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STONE SOUP
November 20, 2020
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The first Winter Farmers Market took place at the St Mark Center on Saturday,
November 14th. All food vendors set up in the parking lot while others were in the
assembly room. Vendors included baked goods, meats, fish, tacos, soups, popcorn, face
masks, Carved wood items, Tupperware and Pampered Chef and others. Future markets
will take place on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month through May. If you have
questions about this new endeavor, please connect with Jill Permanian or Janet Adams,
our co-chairs of Outreach.
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2020
*All In-Person Activities are cancelled or have moved online until further notice.*
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

6

7

8
7pm Worship & Music

Friday

2
5:15pm WOW

2nd Sunday of Advent
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

Thursday

Saturday

3

4

10

11

5

4:00pm FaithWalk
6:30pm Bells Rehearsal

9
5:15pm WOW

4:00pm FaithWalk
6:30pm Bells Recording

12
9am Winter
Farmers Market

11am Budget Meeting
Question & Answer
Session on Zoom

13

14

3rd Sunday of Advent
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

20

15
7pm Church Council

21

16
5:15pm WOW

22

23

4th Sunday of Advent
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

27
1st Sunday of
Christmas
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

17

24
CHRISTMAS EVE
OFFICE CLOSED
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

28

29

18

19

4:00pm FaithWalk

30

31
CHRISTMAS EVE
OFFICE CLOSED

25
CHRISTMAS DAY
OFFICE CLOSED
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

26
9am Winter
Farmers Market
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St. Mark Lutheran Church
847/253-0631
Fax: 847/253-5387
Email: stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org
Website: stmarkmp.org
Pastor
Music Director
Parish Administrator
Office Administrator
Vicar
Youth & Family Ministry
2020-21 Church
Council
Jill Permanian, President
Kevin Lang, Vice President
Dave Okon, Secretary
Doug Trezise, Treasurer
Janet Adams
Bob Allgaier
Judy Fell
Diane Luper
Paul Post
Susan Supergan
Julie Wenzel

Staff
Rev. Christie Webb
Timothy Spelbring
Nancy Hundley
Jill Galyon
Christina Johnson
Deacon David Webb

cwebb@stmarkmp.org
tspelbring@stmarkmp.org
nhundley@stmarkmp.org
jgalyon@stmarkmp.org
cjohnson@stmarkmp.org
dwebb@stmarkmp.org

Sunday Worship
Online: Check our Facebook page or our YouTube Channel
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/StMarkLutheranIL/
YouTube Channel: https://tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube.

Youth Christian Education
WOW: Wednesdays 5:15-5:45pm on Zoom
FaithWalk: Thursdays 4:00-5:30pm on Zoom
Adult Christian Education
Dessert Church on Winter Break. Contact the church office to connect.
Church Office Hours
By Appointment only

St. Mark Preschool & Enrichment Center
847/873-1110
Web: stmarkpreschoolcares.org
Preschool Director

Barb Zediker

bzediker@stmarkmp.org

