
The Church has Never Closed 

Jesus said, “So I will call you Peter, which means “a rock.” On this rock I will build my Church, and 
death itself will not have any power over it.” [Matt. 16:18, CEV] 

Imagine being part of the Church in its earliest years. A new sect whose beliefs seemed ridiculous 
to a lot of people. You gather in tiny groups in one another’s houses, you wait for letters from the 
apostle who planted your congregation, and you read them together, over and over again, until you 
finally receive another one. 

Imagine being part of the Church as a slave in the U. S. before the Civil War. You’re allowed to go 
to a worship service, where often the preacher talks about the requirement that slaves be obedient. 
But sometimes you gather together under a tree with other slaves, and together you tell stories and 
sing songs about the God of love who freed the Israelites from slavery and who freed all 
humankind from sin. 

Imagine being part of the Church during the Great Depression. Everyone’s lives have been turned 
upside down, and they’re asking all sorts of questions about suffering. The church budget has 
been slashed; membership is decreasing; congregations are closing. 

The Church has been through all this and more – and still the Church has never closed, never 
been shut down; our light has never been put out. 

We are the Church right now: in a time of pandemic, in a time when it’s not safe for us to gather in 
person, in a time of financial crisis. God does not call us to be as we have always been; God calls 
us to love God and serve our neighbors in the best ways we can for the time we’re in. 

We can mourn and lament all the things we’re missing out on these days. We can express how 
much we miss being together. We must support those who are experiencing a crisis in their health 
or their finances. We do need to think and talk about how all this will affect the future of our 
congregation and of the wider Church. 

But we can also find comfort and encouragement in Jesus’s declaration: “death itself will not have 
any power over [the Church].” We will not only survive – we will continue to worship, to grow in our 
own discipleship, to serve our neighbors, and to work for justice and peace. Because this is what 
the Church always does, by the power of God. 

At St. Andrew, we continue to worship. We gather virtually to study the word of God. We gather 
virtually for fellowship and encouragement. We reach out to one another and check in on how 
we’re doing. We do service projects to support people in need in our community. We make music 
together. We talk about the guidance our faith offers to the issues of our time. We send prayer 
shawls. We teach our kids the stories of faith. We share our faith with friends who have questions. 
We pray for one another and the world. 

I would say that the powers of COVID-19 are definitely not prevailing against us, even if we cannot 
gather together in person. God is with us; we are still loving God and neighbor; we are still the 
Church – thanks be to God. 

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Katherine Museus Dabay 


