
From the Interim Senior Pastor 
 
Nearly a year ago, in my first newsletter article as interim pastor at St. Andrew, I addressed the 
then-new call for “social distancing” and discontinuation of large group gatherings. In that article, I 
called attention to a video made by Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton in which she pointed out that 
we were encountering this disruption of our common life in Lent, “a time of prayer, reflection, 
silence, and scripture study.”  
 
None of us would have imagined that nearly a year later, we are still in pandemic mode or that we 
would still – with the exception of three weeks of outdoor worship in the late fall – find ourselves 
worshiping digitally. But here we are.  
 
In her video, Bishop Eaton encouraged us to reflect on how the body of Christ stays connected in 
such a time and asked us to think about how we serve our neighbor in such circumstances. This is a 
time of disruption, she said, but “also a time to live and act as the people of God we are.”   
 
I am not surprised that the people of St. Andrew have continued to live and act as the people of 
God during the past difficult months. Calls for outreach – whether to provide St. Paul’s breakfast, 
deliver fuel bags, or feed children in Haiti - have always resulted in a generous – sometime nearly 
overwhelming - response. And while our efforts to stay connected have not been perfect, we are 
keeping up with one another through social media and phone calls and porch drop-offs. The work of 
the congregation continues through Zoom meetings and email.  
 
A second year’s Lenten time of “prayer, reflection, silence, and scripture study” in pandemic 
begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17 this year. Once again we have the opportunity to 
examine our lives and our call to follow Jesus in loving God and serving our neighbor. And while we 
won’t be able to worship together in person on Sunday mornings and enjoy in person those 
Wednesday Lenten suppers and Evening Prayer, we will still be able to keep Lent. St. Andrew’s 
worship leaders will continue to make Sunday morning worship available via YouTube and to 
provide an opportunity for Evening Prayer each week as well. 
 
We will begin those Wednesday night opportunities on Ash Wednesday. Within the next week or so, 
each St. Andrew household will be mailed an envelope of ashes made from the burning of last 
year’s Passion Sunday palms. Then, on Ash Wednesday, beginning at 7 o’clock in the morning, you 
and those you are quarantining with are invited to point your browser to 
www.saintandrewchurch.tv for worship. At the appropriate place in the liturgy, you’ll have the 
opportunity to impose ashes and “remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Then, 
join other Christians at St. Andrew and around the world in keeping a holy Lent.  
 
We followers of Jesus live in hope, and we live with the assurance that the one who loves us and 
gave himself for us is with us no matter our circumstances. This year, we hope that soon, our lives 
will return to something like normal and our worship and community life will resume. In the 
meantime, the one with whose cross we are marked remains always in our midst. 
 
In Christ’s hope, 
 

 
Pastor Julian Gordy 

http://www.saintandrewchurch.tv/

