
The Messenger, St. Andrew’s Newsletter 

From the editor, Jolene Richardson 

Dear St. Andrew community, 

As I prepare to retire as editor for The Messenger, and reflecting back for almost 

16th years (as of May 2022), I wanted to share a few observations, statistics, and thank 

yous about communicating with our church community. If my calculations are correct, I 

have produced 190 newsletters, both paper and now electronic communications for our 

church community and beyond.  The newsletter has shared so many wonderful articles 

in ministry and mission, safety and health news, outreach, children and youth, women 

and men’s groups, SASSY, Around the Parish (births, deaths, new members, 

baptisms, farewells, accolades, awards, etc., prayer concerns, financial, birthdays, 

anniversaries, and so much more), building campaigns and builds, hopes and dreams 

with you. And I would be remiss if I didn’t thank a behind the scenes proofreader, 

Susan Springer, who has checked a lot of articles! 

A huge thank you to all who faithfully contributed information and articles over the 

years, submitting news to share with the church community through this forum called 

The Messenger. That is what community is about! 

What a blessing to have had so many wonderful volunteers help get the newsletter 

out!  Anywhere from 6-12 volunteers showed up monthly to help collate, fold, tape, 

label, sort, and mail the newsletter.  At our peak distribution, we bulk mailed close to 

485 newsletters. By request, these newsletters reached all over our country!  So many 

friends of the church as well as members shared messages on how interesting they 

found our newsletter and how much they appreciated hearing from and about what 

was happening at St. Andrew Lutheran Church! 

In 2020, we began to produce an electronic newsletter.  Currently, we mail a paper 

copy to fewer than 20 households who can’t receive it electronically.   

I would like to leave you with some good statistics in understanding the importance of 

sharing our ministry through our newsletter. We sent our January 2022 e-news to 432 

email addresses, which resulted in 311 opens (at 73%); that’s a great return!  And we 

are being followed further through other ways we communicate; website, FaceBook, 

Instagram, etc. It was my pleasure to help share our good news over these past years! 

 


