
CO of the month August 2018

Communications Officer Michael Sweeney 

Communications Officer (CO) Michael Sweeney has 
been selected as the June 2018 Communications Of-
ficer of the Month.  CO Sweeney has been employed 
with the Department of Communications since June 
26, 2017, and has been an outstanding communica-
tions officer, making every day better overall for his 
fellow co-workers as well as the citizens of Richmond. 

 As a newly hired Communications Officer, CO 
Sweeney at times struggled with learning the role we 
play as a key member of public safety. He knew if he 
kept the same drive and maintained his work ethic he 
would persevere. Michael knew in order to be success-
ful he would have to effectively apply his training in 
“real time” situations. He understood that teamwork 
also plays a major role in any fruitful venture; he knew 
he would have to support his peers as well as receive 
support from them. 

Since being transferred to C platoon on May 13th 
he started building bonds and trust with his words 
and also his actions. The shift adjustment was his 
3rd in less than one (1) year of employment and a 
total change in shifts from dayshift to evening.  CO 
Sweeney saw this move as an opportunity to plant 
some roots within the Department of Emergency 
Communications. Recently his skills and personality 

have blossomed and it has 
been noticed by his cowork-
ers along with his ability to 
handle high impact events. 
DEC, polished Communica-
tions Officer. While operating 
RPD talk group 2, he received 
a transmission that unit 810 
was behind a vehicle traveling 
at a fast rate of speed. The unit 
attempted to conduct a traf-
fic stop, however the citizen 

refused to stop. After receiving this information CO 
Sweeney immediately toned and simulcasts the event. 
He followed department protocol and policy by dis-
patching 1 backing unit and notifying street level and 
DEC supervision. The pursuit lasted 2 minutes and 
10 seconds and ended with 1 male being apprehended 
and taken into custody. This was his third high im-
pact event of the week, he also assisted his peers with 
several high impact not on his assigned channel. For 
his efforts he was awarded the LaToya Brown Star of 
the Week by his peers and was recognized during roll 
call for assisting CO Coleman during an event. The 
platoon has affectionately given him the name “May-
day Mike” for his ability to handle the high stress 
situations. 


