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#I Am Richmond 911 honors program 
begun
Virginia Town & City, April 2019

Richmond honors emergency comm. staff 
member
The Legacy, May 1, 2019

PulsePoint AED app could help first  
responders, bystanders in need
WRIC ABC8 News   
https://www.wric.com/news/taking-action/pulsepoint-
aed-app-could-help-first-responders-bystanders-in-need/

8     V i r g i N i a  TO w N  &  C i T y   |   a p r i L   2 0 1 9

News & notes

Arlington County takes steps 
to improve child care access

#I Am Richmond 911 honors program begun

thE ARLInGton CountY BoARD in March adopted 
changes to the zoning ordinance and local child care codes to 
improve the availability, accessibility, affordability and quality of  
child care in Arlington. the changes arose from recommenda-
tions included in the Child Care Initiative Action Plan the Board 
accepted in July 2018 after a year-long community engagement 
process.

Some of  the changes to the zoning ordinance included 
creating one definition for all types of  center-based child care 
programs, instead of  the existing two definitions; amending the 
family day care home definition to better align with current state 
law; allowing day (summer) camps as a by-right short-term use, 

CItY AnD CountY oFFICIALS, legislators, transit agen-
cies, and business sponsors and exhibitors will gather at the Re-
naissance Portsmouth-norfolk Waterfront hotel on May 29 and 
30 for a focus on “all things transit” at the 2019 conference of  the 
Virginia transit Association.

Presentations from industry experts on technology innova-
tion, ridership promotion, mobility advancements, statewide 
resiliency, and business connections will be at the forefront.  
Portsmouth Mayor John Rowe will kick off the event with his 

In FEBRuARY, thE DEPARtMEnt of  Emergency Commu-
nications in the City of  Richmond instituted an honors program 
that will highlight an employee each month who serves the com-
munity, both on and off the job.  This program, “#I 
Am Richmond 911,” seeks to raise awareness of  the 
work of  emergency communicators in saving lives and 
protecting property in the city. 

rather than requiring a use permit; allowing by-right family day 
care homes for up to nine children, and requiring a use permit 
for family day care homes with 10-12 children; amending the 
parking requirement for child care centers from one parking 
space per employee to one space per eight children; and allow-
ing parking requirements for child care centers to be reduced 
through the use permit process under circumstances such as 
proximity to a Metro station entrance or bus stop along a high-
frequency bus route.

Additional information is available at https://newsroom.
arlingtonva.us/release/board-adopts-zoning-local-code-
changes-to-improve-child-care-access/.

De De Byrd, a senior communications officer with the de-
partment, was named the #I Am Richmond 911 honoree for 
February 2019. Byrd, who has worked for the city since 2006, 

also teaches adult learners 
who need help in earning 
their General Equivalency 
Diplomas and is a mentor to 
children through the Rich-
mond Police Department’s 
Mirror Me program and 
the Police Athletic League.

ortorio hymons, a 
training unit assistant super-
visor, was named the March 

honoree.  She has worked with the department since Septem-
ber 2005. She began working with youth by volunteering as a 
mentor in the Richmond Public School system. After receiving 
training through the Virginia Mentoring Partnership Program, 
she started her own organization, Youth With A Destiny, which 
mentors girls at henderson Middle School.

2019 VTA conference to be held in Portsmouth
welcome from the city.  the 
keynote speaker will be 
nat Ford, CEo of  
the Jacksonville 
transportation 
Authority who will share insights into how his city achieved its 
vision of  a vibrant, revitalized, and better-connected downtown.  

Registration is open through the VtA web portal (https://
vatransit.com/2019_Annual_Conference) through mid-May.
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