
March 24, 2020 
 
 
 
To the Ladies of the North West District, 
 
First, I can’t begin to tell you how excited I am to begin this new adventure with all of you. One 
of the many benefits of belonging to GFWC is the women I work and serve with who are kind, 
hard-working and want to make their communities a better place to live in. I love to gather with 
club members and know that every woman in the room is thinking about how they can improve 
their community or brighten up someone's day. If everyone thought about that as much as 
GFWC women, the world would be filled with peace, love and kindness all the time.  
 

 1st VP Julie Bates, Marietta Woman's Club. (See video) 
 2nd VP Maria Barnhart, Dunwoody Woman's Club (See video) 
 Treasurer Brenda Worley, Cartersville Woman's Club (See video) 
 Recording Secretary, Sharon Cannon, Cartersville Woman's Club (See video) 
 Parliamentarian, Diane Norris, Dunwoody Woman's Club (See video) 
 Corresponding Secretary, Susie Parnes (See video) 
  

I am so lucky they said YES to this new adventure!   
  
My symbol for this term is “The North West District Tree of Life” which has each of our 15 
clubs shown on each branch.  My our overall theme is “Love Grows Here.”  I’d like to encourage 
our members to remember that whoever we meet and whatever we do in our clubs, our 
district, and our State – that “Love Grows Here.” 

Every President provides a quote which serves as a mission statement for their term – my quote 
is “Like branches on a tree, we all grow in different directions, but our roots keep us grounded 
together, spreading peace, love & kindness to everyone we meet because “Love Grows Here.” 
 
I chose the tree as my symbol for a few reasons.  The first reason is my special memory of the 
old live oak trees in New Orleans where my family and I enjoyed many picnics under the mighty 
oaks in City Park listening to the Eagles while my brother and I climbed their curvey branches.  
 
The second reason is because I truly believe Tree and GFWC are very similar.  Trees are seen as 
powerful symbols of growth and strength.  They spread their roots deep into the soil to ground 
and stabilize themselves so they can weather the toughest of storms, which is why they are a 
symbol for strength.  Trees are a vital part of nature and the earth’s ecosystem as they 
provide beauty, color, scents, shade, soil stability and containment, medicine, wood, and 
food and an ecosystem to support and shelter birds, animals and other life. Very similar to 
our members, as we all stand tall, beautiful and colorful in nature while shading and 
sheltering others in need. We also provide stability, medicine, food and support the 
ecosystem, our community and most of all each other. Trees also sustain life on earth 
though photosynthesis which provides the oxygen we breathe. I believe we sustain life on 



earth by generously devoting ourselves to make the world a better place.  Did you know 
that the tree also symbolizes individuality as trees are all unique with their branches sprouting 
at different points and in different directions which is similar to our personal growth through 
various clubs and club life experiences.  Over time, trees gain more unique characteristics, as 
branches break off, new ones grow and so do we.   I believe there is no better example for us, 
as humans, to emulate.  
 
As President, I want our members take a few lessons from trees and be reminded to Stay 

grounded, Connect with your roots, Turn over a new leaf, bend before your break, Enjoy your 

unique natural beauty and last but certainly not least, Keep growing. 

As an administration I want to water, branch out, change through the seasons with deeply 

planted roots so firm and established that no amount of wind or negative influences can 

diminish our spirit. 

My district project is children’s charities.  If we want to change the world, we need to plant 
seeds of kindness in our children and shine the light to focus on children’s charities.  I’d like all 
of our clubs to seek out, work, give and donate to children’s charities.   
 
Let’s inspire our children to be powered by purpose throughout their life and it begins with us 
because “Love Grows Here.” 
 

So now it’s time to “Shake the Trees” for Leaders for the 2020-2022 term.  I will be sending out 

a survey asking you one question -= would be willing to serve our District.  Although some of 

you were so kind to email me earlier to tell me that you would be willing to do the same 

position or anything that is required – thank you so much for offering to lend your time and 

talent to me – and yes, I will take you up on the offer.    My goal deadline for responses is: April 

1st - Please respond before then. 

Club Presidents – please discuss this with your club members and relay the many benefits of 

serving at the District level.  I promise they will learn new things and be among some of the 

most caring and  kind-hearted women in our communities. 

Thank you and remember “Love Grows Here.” 

Cimi Douglass 

President-Elect 2020-2022 

  


