
(559) 438-8418 01/09/2023 Page 1 of 31 

 

The Water Agency, Inc. 
Water Supply Update 

Thanking AgSeeds Unlimited for their unsolicited and very 
generous support of these reports 

With almost 50 years of experience serving over 600 growers in the San Joaquin Valley and Sacramento Valley, AgSeeds Unlimited’s 
expert team provides clients with the highest quality seeds and transplants. Want to learn more about their products? 
Click the logo below for more information or call 530-666-3361 to speak with your local seed and transplant expert! 

What Madness. 
Massive Flooding, but Pumps at Tracy are curtailed! 

Well, here we are again. The delta is awash in water with hundreds of thousands of acre feet of floodwater 

flowing out to the ocean – EACH DAY, but the export pumps near Tracy for the water projects are curtailed. 

The craziness embedded in and how the Biological Opinions are being implemented is being revealed. Even 

though there is no reverse flow on the Old and Middle Rivers right now, so fish aren’t being pulled back up to 

the pumps, the State Water Project pumps especially are curtailed. (The Biological Opinions are essentially the 

Endangered Species Act 

regulations for manag-

ing the Sacramento-San 

Joaquin Delta.) The oper-

ators of the State Water 

Project have obviously 

decided that they need 

to forego full pumping 

right now. This after 

three years of drought 

that have been so de-

structive to the agricul-

tural economy and made 

the urban water manag-

ers impose restrictions 

on use. . . . These big 

flow events just don’t 

come along very often. It 

is so sad to see so much 

water being wasted out 

to the ocean. 

http://www.agseeds.com/
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Click here for the link to Boardman’s full report. 

https://www.sldmwa.org/OHTDocs/pdf_documents/Meetings/Board/Prepacket/AgendaItem12_WaterOperations_Forecasts_2023_0112.pdf?_ga=2.218136153.1995565882.1673288042-2104780201.1620246911
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6-Day and 7-day Forecasts 
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6-10 day Precipitation Forecast: 

6-10 day Temperature Forecast: 
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8-14 day Precipitation Forecast: 

8-14 day Temperature Forecast: 
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14-day Precipitation Forecasts: 

14-day Temperature Forecasts: 
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January 2023 Precipitation Outlook: 

January 2023 Temperature Outlook: 

Previous One-Month Precipitation Outlook 

Previous One-Month Temperature Outlook 
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January - March 2023 Precipitation Outlook: 

January - March 2023 Temperature Outlook: 

Last Month’s 3-Month Precipitation Outlook 

Last Month’s 3-Month Temperature Outlook 
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Northern Sierra Precipitation 
As of January 9, 2023, the 8-station North Sierra index has recorded 26.8 inches of precipitation for 

the 2022-2023 Water 

Year (up 4.9 inches 

from last week). This 

represents 129% of 

the typical average 

rainfall to date. As 

DWR calculates the 

index average, the 

average total for the 

normal season is 

53.2 inches. (This 

reading of 26.8 inches 

is 50.4% of the yearly 

total.) 

. 
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San Joaquin Precipitation 
As of January 9, 2023, the 5-station San Joaquin index has recorded 23.4 inches of precipitation for this 

2022-23 Water Year 

(up 3.0 inches from 

last week). This 

represents 162% of 

the typical average 

rainfall to date. As 

DWR calculates the 

index average, the 

average total for the 

normal season is 39.9 

inches*. (This reading 

of 23.4 inches is 

58.6% of the yearly 

total.) 

*We’ve received feedback that the World Meteorological Organization’s (WMO) 30-Year Standard is different than these DWR calculations. 
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Tulare Basin Precipitation 
As of January 9, 2023, the 6-station Tulare Basin index has recorded 16.5 inches of precipitation for 

this 2022-23 Water 

Year (up 2.4 inches 

from last week). This 

represents 165% of 

the typical average 

rainfall to date. As 

DWR calculates the 

index average, the 

average total for the 

normal season is 28.3 

inches. (This reading 

of 16.5 inches is 

58.3% of the yearly 

total.) 
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Drought Monitor for California 
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Long-Range Forecast—  
The Climate Prediction Center/NCEP/NWS issued its new Update on January 9, 2023: 
 

ENSO Alert System Status: La Niña Advisory 

• La Niña is present.*  

• Equatorial sea surface temperatures (SSTs) are below average across most of the Pacific Ocean. 

• The tropical Pacific atmosphere is consistent with La Niña.  

• La Niña is expected to continue into the winter, with equal chances of La Niña and ENSO-neutral 
during January-March 2023. In February-April 2023, there is a 71% chance of ENSO-neutral.*  

* Note: These statements (and the 
following charts) are updated at least 
once a month (2nd Thursday of each 
month) in association with the ENSO 
Diagnostics Discussion: https://
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/
analysis_monitoring/lanina/ 

From pages 30 and 25 
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Reservoir Conditions  

As of January 8, 2023, Northern California reservoirs (Shasta [SHA], Trinity [CLE], Oroville [ORO], and 

Folsom [FOL]) are between 40-113% of historical average and 24-47% of capacity. The central ones (San 

Luis [SNL], New Melones [NML], Don Pedro [DNP], Pine Flat [PNF], and Millerton [MIL]) are between 57-

139% of historical average and 32-75% of capacity.  
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San Luis Reservoir  
As of January 8, 2023, San Luis is at 59% of the historical average. San Luis total 

(CVP + SWP) storage is at 787,757AF (up 71,894 AF from last week) and is at 39% of 

the 2,041,000AF of capacity.  

As of January 8, 2023, the CVP share is 321,688 AF (at 33.3% of capacity).  
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Federal Storage within San Luis Reservoir 
As of January 8, 2023, federal storage was at 321,688 AF and 33.3% capacity (up 

46,404AF from last week). Total federal storage capacity is 965,655AF..  

State Storage within San Luis Reservoir 
As of January 8, 2023, state storage was at 466,069 AF and 43.9% capacity (up 

25,490AF from last week). Total state storage capacity is 1,062,180AF. 
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Shasta Lake Storage 
As of January 8, 2023, storage in Shasta Lake was approximately 1,768,552 AF (39% of capacity 

and 64% of the historical average). That’s up 228,319 AF from last week.  

 

Total capacity is about 

4,552,000 AF. 

 

As of Sunday,  

the weekly average 

daily inflows were  

calculated as  

14,569 CFS, and  

the weekly average 

daily outflows were  

calculated as  

1,824CFS. 

 

As of January 7, 

2023, total inflows 

into Shasta for  

Water Year 2022 are 

775,723 AF. 

 Inflows Outflows 
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Folsom Storage 

As of January 8, 2023, storage in Folsom Lake was approximately 422,332 AF (43% of capacity and 103% of 

the historical average). That’s down 191,856 AF from last week. 

 

Total capacity is about 

977,000 AF. 

 

As of Sunday,  

the weekly average 

daily inflows were  

calculated as 10,484 

CFS, and the weekly  

average daily outflows 

were calculated as 

23,256 CFS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Inflows Outflows  
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Trinity Lake Storage 
As of January 8, 2023, storage in Trinity Lake was approximately 623,995 AF (25% of capacity 

and 42% of the historical average). That’s up 68,784 AF from last week. 

 

Total capacity is about 

2,447,650 AF.  

 

As of Sunday, the 

weekly average  

daily inflows were 

calculated as 3,871 

CFS, and the weekly 

average daily outflows 

were calculated as 

263 CFS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Inflows Outflows 
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New Melones Storage 
As of January 8, 2023, storage in New Melones was approximately 773,884 AF (32% of capacity and 57% 

of the historical average). That’s up 52,928 AF from last week. 

 

Total capacity is 

about 2,400,000 AF. 

 

As of Sunday, the 

weekly average daily 

inflows were calculated 

as 3,985 CFS, and the 

weekly average daily 

outflows were  

calculated as 78 CFS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Inflows Outflows 
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Friant Storage 
As of January 8, 2023, storage in Millerton Lake was approximately 391,778 AF (75% of capacity and 139% of 

the historical average). That’s down 7,450AF from last week. 
 

Total capacity is 

about 520,500 AF. 
 

As of Sunday, the  

inflow was 1,698 CFS, 

and 295 CFS was  

released into the  

Friant/ Kern Canal,  

900 CFS was released 

into the Madera Canal, 

and 6,610 CFS was  

released into the San 

Joaquin River. The 

eight upstream  

San Joaquin River 

reservoirs are about 

43% full, holding 

263,900 AF of their 

610,288AF capacity.  
 

 

 

 Inflows Outflows 
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Lake Oroville Reservoir 
As of January 8, 2023, storage in Lake Oroville was approximately 1,550,501 AF (44% of 

capacity and 81% of the historical average). That’s up 234,976 AF from last week.  

 

Total capacity is about 

3,538,000 AF. 

 

As of Sunday, the weekly 

average daily inflows were 

calculated as 17,227 CFS, and 

the weekly average daily 

outflows were calculated as 

279 CFS. 

 

 

 Inflows Outflows 
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Pine Flat Reservoir 
As of January 8, 2023, storage in Pine Flat was approximately 318,735 AF (32% of capacity 

and 89% of the historical average). That’s up 41,462 AF from last week. 

 

Total capacity is about 

3,538,000 AF. 

 

As of Sunday, the weekly 

average daily inflows were 

calculated as 3,047 CFS, and 

the weekly average daily 

outflows were calculated as 

56 CFS. 

 

 

 Inflows Outflows 
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2023 Water Allocations— 
 

SWP: 

As of December 1, 2022, the 2023 allocation is essentially 5% with SWP Human Health and Safety Needs. 

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/State-Water-Project/Management/SWP-Water-Contractors/Files/22-04-2023-Initial-Allocation-Notice---

5-Percent-web-120122a.pdf 

CVP: TBD 

2022 Water Allocations— 
SWP: 

As of March 18, 2022, the 2022 allocation is decreased to 5%. 
https://water.ca.gov/News/News-Releases/2022/March-22/SWP-Allocation-March 

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/State-Water-Project/Management/SWP-Water-Contractors/Files/22-03-2022-SWP-Allocation-

Decrease-5-Percent-031822.pdf 
 

CVP — South of Delta Allocations: 

As of July 20, 2022, Friant Division water supply allocation is increased from 20% to 30% for Class 1 while Class 2 remains at 0%; 

M&I remain at Public Health and Safety (https://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/#/news-release/4157) and irrigation water service and repayment 

contractors remain at 0% (https://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/#/news-release/4104) 

https://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/vungvari/water_allocations_historical.pdf 

2021 Water Allocations— 
 

SWP: 

As of March 23, 2021, the 2021 allocation is decreased to 5%. 
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/State-Water-Project/Management/SWP-Water-Contractors/Files/NTC_21-06_032321.pdf 

 

CVP — South of Delta Allocations: 

As of May 26, 2021, the allocation for Agricultural water service contractors north-of-Delta and south-of-Delta is decreased to 0%. 
 https://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/#/news-release/3869 
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Disclaimer: The information contained herein is compiled from a number of sources. Some of what we report is gleaned from 
news articles or meetings we attend. While we strive for this information to be accurate, it may be in error, and much of the  
information and data contained herein is provisional and subject to future revisions. If you plan on using this information to 
make business decisions about your water assets or needs, we strongly suggest that you do your own independent verification of 
the accuracy of this information. The Water Agency, Inc. provides no guarantee as to the accuracy or completeness of 
the information. Neither The Water Agency, Inc., nor any of the sources of the information contained herein are responsible 
for any errors or omissions, or for the use or results obtained from the use of this information.  Please feel free to send us 
information or opinions, which are contrary to what we write, so we can try to integrate them into future updates. 

 
Erick H. Johnson  
ErickHJ@WaterAgency.com 

The Water Agency, Inc. 
455 West Fir Avenue, Clovis, CA 93611 
Phone: (559) 438-8418 
Fax: (559) 438-0480 
 


