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Judaism responds to death with holiness. Rather than the 
denial of death that pervades our culture, Judaism teaches 
us to confront the reality of death with presence and love. 
 
Traditionally, many communities support an organization 
called a Chevre Kadisha–literally a Holy Society–which helps 
prepare the body of people who have died according to 
Jewish tradition. In many places the Chevre Kadisha does 
even more–it helps visiting the sick, arranging funerals and 
comforting mourners. 
 
In our community, the Jewish Funeral Home, Sinai Memorial 
has lovingly filled this role, together with the Jewish 
cemetery. We now have a unique opportunity to join in 
these efforts as a community. Sinai Memorial is preparing to 
expand their presence on the Peninsula and expand their 
space to include tahara–purifying the body, and shmira–
staying with the body. The opportunity to expand these 
practices to our congregants will be transforming and 
meaningful.  
 
Joining together with Kol Emeth and Peninsula Sinai 
Congregation, we will learn about these practices from 
master teacher Rabbi Stuart Kelman in a course co-
sponsored with Sinai Memorial.   
 
We will learn about all the different aspects of kvod ha’met–
honor for the dead. We reflect honor through presence and 
love; and values of simplicity and equality.   
 
The Chevre Kadisha participates in the ritual of tahara–cleaning 
and washing the body, and shmira–“guarding” the body.  
 

• We will learn about the rituals of tahara–and how the 
body is prepared.  

• We will learn the prayers–which allow for holiness to 
exist together with the pain and sadness of death.  

• We will learn about symbolism of each of the careful 
practices done at this time.  

• The Chevre Kadisha ultimately clothes the body in 
tachrichin–white, linen shrouds, and places the body in 
a plain, wooden casket. These practices reflect humility, 
simplicity and equality.  

• We will learn about shmira–reciting Psalms as we honor 
the deceased with our loving presence during the time 
between death and burial.  

 
Ultimately, the Chevre Kadisha functions to allow the soul of the 
dead person to leave the world in purity and with love.  
 
This work will change us as a community. We will partner in 
helping people leave the world with love. We will 
experience death and dying in a different way and develop 
deep bonds with one another. When death tears us apart, 
the work of the Chevre Kadisha will bind us together.  
 
We will be sharing more information in the coming days, and 
hope to begin our studies in February. If you are interested in 
this, or would like to talk further, please let me know.  

Chevre Kadisha— 
Join us in this communal mitzvah. 

MESSAGE FROM 

RABBI NAT EZRAY 
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MESSAGE FROM 

BILL FUTORNICK, Ritual Director 

Five years ago I started a blog and, although it has been 
inactive, I was just recently rereading those earlier 
posts. In March 2015, our group that toured Israel 
together took turns contributing to the blog daily. The 
posts were really evocative of our trip and reviewing 
them made me want to return to Israel soon with 
another group. I also read one of my old posts from 
2014, in which I talked of my concern with the 
resurgence of tribalism in the world. Four years on from 
that post, our fragmenting into tribal identities seems all 
the more acute. So what is the antidote? For me, it’s 
learning more about the roots of this tribalism and 
deepening relationships with those we may deem 
“other”. 
 
As luck would have it, and as you saw (hopefully) in a 
recent email, Rabbi Ezray and I are planning to study 
together with a CBJ group at the Hartman Institute in 
Jerusalem. Each summer, Hartman offers a week -long 
Community Leadership Program. This program provides 
an opportunity for us to strengthen our understanding 
of the core challenges impacting Jewish life. Each year 
the topic changes and this coming summer the topic will 
be: Between Loyalty and Imagination: Nationalism and 
Tribalism in a Global Era.  
 
Here is the description of the program from the 
Hartman website:. 
 

Together, we will explore key questions including: 
What should the relationship between loyalty and 
criticism be within the lived reality of nationalism? 
What are its limits? How might we negotiate the 
tension between solidarity and violence, both of which 
can result from tribal affiliation? How can we engage 
with nationalism in a way that allows for the existence 
of competing values? And most importantly, how 
might we bring to bear the intellectual and spiritual 
resources of Jewish tradition in defining a better 
Jewish conversation on these contentious topics?  

Study with us  
at the Hartman Institute in Jerusalem! 

June 25-July 2, 2019 

The program will take place from June 25-July 2, 2019. We 
are looking forward to learning together with a group. As 
Rabbi mentioned in his email, we are investigating travel 
and accommodation options, although that will hopefully 
be better fleshed out by the time you receive this issue. 
We are also planning a trip together to visit Aleh Negev 
while we are in Israel, with an optional visit to the Arava 
to see the people there and the Medical Center and 
AICAT. Before and after we study in Jerusalem, we will 
have sessions with Hartman here at CBJ for pre - and post-
Program study.  
 
Please let Rabbi or me know of your interest as soon as 
possible. We are so excited to learn together!  
 
Next summer in Jerusalem!  

 

CHANUKAH CARE PACKAGES 
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MESSAGE FROM 

STEVE DINES, President 

As the new president of CBJ, I thought an introduction may 
be in order. I have been a member of CBJ for seven years—
and a board member for the past four. 
 
My wife Jackie and I celebrated our 42nd wedding 
anniversary last July, and we have three adult “kids” —
Adam in NYC, Elissa in DC, and Ben in the East Bay. We are 
also first-time grandparents—our grandson Léo has just 
turned three. 
 
How did we get to Beth Jacob, and perhaps more importantly, 
how did the experience of our journey to Beth Jacob affect my 
outlook on shuls and shul involvement? The reality is that if you 
would have met me a decade ago, you would have seen 
someone who had a Jewish identity but an identity totally 
independent of any Jewish organization or shul. 
 
Yes, we were members of a large conservative shul in the 
South Bay (for over 25 years), and we would celebrate the 
holidays with our friends and relatives, but I would maybe 
go to shul a couple of times a year—at Jackie’s insistence.  
We had attended more frequently as our kids went through 
their Jewish lifecycle events but then my attendance 
dropped off. For whatever reason, the shul did not offer a 
compelling enough reason for me to want to “belong”. 
 
So, what happened?  How come today’s Steve Dines attends 
shul on most Shabbat mornings, and is actively involved, to 
the extent that I now have the honor and privilege to be the 
new president? 
 
Around Rosh Hashanah seven years ago, we came to Beth Jacob 
for the first time.  Again, with some prodding from Jackie, we 
were in the process of visiting conservative shuls in the area, 
because we felt that belonging to a shul was the responsible 
thing to do as Jews. I didn’t have much enthusiasm for the 
whole shul shopping thing and CBJ wasn’t even on our list, but 
we knew a longtime member, Paula Kushlan, who suggested 
that we come and check it out. 
 
We were overwhelmed by the welcome we received, and 
the interest shown in us as a couple, rather than just an 

incremental two heads at services. I can truly state that I had 
never experienced anything quite like it, and we had 
belonged to perhaps a half dozen shuls throughout our lives. 
We walked away from the shul that Shabbat, looked at each 
other and just said “Such Nice People.” 
 
We took a look at all the programs CBJ had to offer, Jackie 
had interest in the Adult B’nei Mitzvah classes and contacted 
Rabbi Ezray, who warmly invited her to join the class—
regardless of the fact that we were not even members. Two 
years later Jackie stood on the bimah—with a group of 
fellow congregants and became a bat mitzvah. Oh, and by 
the way, we did become members a couple of months after 
that first visit to the shul. 
 
So why is our entry experience relevant? Because this sense 
of belonging that we discovered at CBJ was transformative 
for us and is going to shape my two-year term as president. 
We have a very talented board of directors, who are going to 
be instrumental in implementing two major priorities—
engagement and volunteerism.  
 
The engagement priority is simple—continue to enhance the 
engagement experience for our members. This means two 
things to me—for those of you who are already engaged, 
improve the quality of that engagement—and for those of you 
who come to shul few times a year—give you a reason to both 
come more often to CBJ and also a reason to engage in a deeper 
CBJ community inside and outside the shul. 
 
The second priority is volunteerism—there are many 
congregants who are totally unselfish in both the amount of 
time they give, and the care they give to our community, but 
we can do better—and volunteerism can itself turn into a 
more meaningful engagement.  
 
So, if you are not as involved as you think you could be—I 
invite you to get in touch and become part of something 
spiritually significant and bigger than any one of us. As I said, 
I am in shul on most Shabbat mornings—come by, enjoy a 
Kiddush lunch and seek me out—you never know where it 
might lead! 

 Building our community 
through engagement and volunteerism. 
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MESSAGE FROM 

BARBARA POWELL, Cantor 

Tzedakah and Chesed in our community 

Some of my favorite parshiot, weekly sections of Torah, fall 
during this time of year. Mishpatim includes a long list of civil 
ordinances, the mishpatim of the title, which we are to uphold 
as Jews. They cover ethics regarding the food we eat, business 
and personal relationships, and the 3 Festival observances 
(Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot). Yet, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, in his 
article The Power of Empathy (Mishpatim 5778), points to 
empathy as the core message of this parsha.  
 
In Mishpatim, Ex. 23:9, we read, “You shall not oppress a 
stranger, for you know the feelings of a stranger, you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt.” Rabbi Sacks asserts the life-
changing power of this commandment to have empathy, to 
feel what another feels, to understand their suffering. “Not only 
does it tell us to empathize with the stranger because you know 
what it feels like to be in his or her place. It even hints that this 
was part of the purpose of the Israelites’ exile in Egypt in the 
first place… You have suffered; therefore you shall become the 
people who are there to offer help when others are suffering.” 
Beautiful. At CBJ we partner with organizations in the Bay Area 
and beyond which are “there” for people in need, from Home 
& Hope, to Aleh Negev and IsraAID to name a few. This is a 
demonstration of the empathy as a core value of our 
synagogue and in the education of our children. 

At a recent 6th grade family workshop on Tzedakah and Chesed, 
Giving to Those in Need and Kindness, Rabbi Ilana brought a 
text from the Rabbi Moses Maimonides, also known as The 
Rambam, about giving tzedakah, “The poor of one’s household 
take precedence over the poor of one’s city. The poor of one’s 
city take precedence over the poor of another city…” Our 
ensuing discussion revealed surprise felt by several of the 
participants that the care we instinctively wish to give to 
someone we are related to is tzedakah, just as giving to people 
we do not know. Students felt that strangers, or people in 
distant lands, needed our help the most. The “aha!” moment 
came when they declared that both among our household, or 
far away in another country, we can find ways to give and share 
that touch our hearts and make a difference. 
 
As we begin 2019, you can enact this imperative to care through 
giving Tzedakah and doing Chesed via the social action projects 
that CBJ is engaged in. MLK Mitzvah Day on January 21; Project 
Sandwich by 6th and 7th graders on March 4, are two good 
places to start. Thank you for your care and your generosity. 
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 CBJ MLK Mitzvah Day and Tu B’Shevat 
 

MESSAGE FROM 

RABBI  ILANA GOLDHABER-GORDON, Religious School Director 

I asked our Religious School students: “Have you ever seen 
something in nature that was both terrifying and amazing at the 
same time?” It was Chanukah, one of the holidays on which 
Hallel is recited, and I was explaining the most famous piece of 
Hallel, Psalm 114.  That’s the one that describes the Jordan River 
running backwards and the mountains dancing like rams—in 
other words, an earthquake. 
 
“A Hurricane,” one student replied. 
 
“Lightning,” was the second student’s response. 
 
The third student said, “A recording of Martin Luther King’s 
speech.”  That answer surprised and impressed me.  We had 
been discussing earthquakes and the Red Sea parting, but a 6th 
grader understood that a human agent like the Reverend King 
could have as much power as a force of nature. 
 
This year, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Tu B’Shevat 
(Jewish Arbor Day) fall on the same date. It’s as if our 
calendar is conspiring to remind us that everything is 
connected. The life’s work of Dr. King was to defend the 
vulnerable, and as a nation we commit a day of service in his 
memory. Tu B’Shevat, in ancient times a tax day for fruit 

growers, has evolved into a day when we remind ourselves 
of the vulnerability of our planet. As human recklessness 
damages our natural environment, it is always the most 
vulnerable among us who bear the brunt.  In Israel, Tu 
B’Shevat is a day to go out and plant trees, taking an active 
step to defend the environment.  
 
In honor of these two holidays of conscience, CBJ moms 
Robyn Cornyn, Robin Feuchtwang, and Linda Leeb are 
collaborating with local humanitarian Jen Holden, to give 
CBJ members an opportunity to provide meals to local 
families in need. We hope you will be able to help out with 
donations of food or cash, and join us for packing the meals 
on Monday, January 21, from 10:00 am-12:00 noon. Please 
inquire with the CBJ office to get a link to the signup sheet. 
 
For families with children too young to pack meals, we are 
tentatively planning a park clean-up.  Stay tuned for details 
to come via email.  
 
Finally, during Religious School hours the following 
Wednesday, January 23, students will have the opportunity 
to process the ethics and symbolism of both holidays at a Tu 
B’Shevat/MLK Day Seder. 
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A heartfelt thank you to our CBJ village 

MESSAGE FROM 

ANN CAUTERUCCI, Preschool Director 

In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare wrote; I can no other answer 
make but thanks, and thanks; and ever thanks.  These are the 
words that I send to you for helping to make our Chanukah 
Festival a huge success.  It truly takes a village to put on a 
Chanukah Festival and our village is a large and giving one. 
 
Working in the kitchen, warming latkes, doling out 
applesauce and cream cheese, selling Chanukah candles and 
dreidels and gifts, and making sure children were safe in the 
jumpy house were tasks that many people did with a smile!  
Thank you to Becca Ackerman, Esti Ben David, Rachel Bitton, 
Jessica Bowmer, Phyllis Bronstein, Libby Chaudhuri, Alex 
Chalmer, Jessica Chame, Suzy Colemen, Jessica Cummins, 
Alexa Dahl, Stephen Gay, Aurora Guerrero-Gomez, Marci 
Kaufman, Emily Lazarus, Meghan O’Reilly-Green, Sofia 
Sasson, Jacki Silber, Linda Softly, Anna Taub, and Joel White. 
 
Our Board members sold tickets and welcomed all who came 
through the front doors and we were so happy to see them 
there.  Thank yous go to Rachel Berg, Carmen DiCinque, Steve 
Dines, Mark Kaufmann, Tami Raubvogel, and Stu Soffer. 
 
A big thank you goes to our generous sponsors who helped 
us to off-set much of the cost of the festival.  Thank you to 
the Chaudhuri Family, Chalmer Family, Ezray Family, Masha 
and Gennady Farber, Farber-Drabkin Family, Futornick Family, 
Jacobson Family, Olson Family, Turner Family, Zacharia-
Bailenson Family, and Anonymous. 
 
Thank you to Casey Inman for making many menorahs 
throughout the day and to our amazing preschool staff; Julie 

Kantor, Natalya Martyushova, Julia Massa, Dave Mueller, and 
Julia Samachisa along with volunteers Rhea Hewitt and Sara 
Raubvogel, who worked the entire day painting fingernails 
and faces, making edible dreidels, and helping children with 
toss toys and jumpy houses. 
 
Thank you to Cantor Barbara who worked with the Religious 
School performers for the concert and to our wonderful 
concert Master of Ceremonies, Bill Futornick, who was a 
great hit as always! 
 
I’m not even able to put into words the thanks I have for 
Kristin Blake Sanon, my Administrative Assistant who 
communicated with all of the vendors and checked in with 
them periodically on the day of the festival, took care of the 
table assignments, took beautiful photos of the day, sold 
raffle tickets, and arranged for all of the raffle donations, 
with thanks to Mimi Turner who was able to get some great 
donations as well. 
 
Last but absolutely not least thanks go to all of you for 
coming to the festival, buying game and food and raffle 
tickets, shopping with all of the vendors and at our little 
Chanukah gift shop.  The atmosphere was happy and warm 
and joyful and this is the most important thing. 
 
While thank-you is such a small phrase please know that it 
comes from my heart, and the hearts of all those in the 
preschool, to each and every one of you.  Let’s do it again 
next year! 
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FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

YOUNG FAMILY SERVICE (morning) 
Monthly on Saturdays   |   11:30 am 

 
January 12 (Theme: Tu B’Shevat), February 2 (Pajamas), March 9 (Purim), April 6 (Passover), May 4 (Israel)   
Make a tent with the parachute as we sing "Mah Tovu"! Reach for the sky with a scarf as we sing "Shamayim"! 
Children and parents are invited to join Rabbi Ilana and guitarist Devin Leslie for a fun session of songs, prayers, and 
story-telling. Make a morning of it, and plan to drop your child at one of our kids' programs after the Family Service, 
while you have time to connect with other adults.  Everyone is always invited for lunch. 
 

BABIES & BLESSINGS  WITH CANTOR BARBARA  
Friday, January 18 and February 15  |  5:00 pm 

 
A baby and toddler friendly Friday night gathering to welcome Shabbat with songs; Shabbat Prayers, including 
Candles, Kiddush and Motzi; a story and time to schmooze. BYO snacks or "picnic". Older siblings, parents, 
grandparents and friends are welcome. 
 

FAMILY SHABBAT DINNER & SERVICE 
Friday, January 18  |  Dinner at 5:30 pm  |  Services at 6:15 pm 

 
A wonderful opportunity for families with children from infants to 2nd Grade to share the tradition of welcoming and 
sharing the joy of Shabbat with the community. Family service led by Bill and Cantor Barbara, and concludes with an art 
project to take home. Reserve your spot for dinner by Wednesday 1/16 on our website: $16 Adults, $9 children 3-12, no 
charge for ages 2 and under. 
 

TOT SHABBAT   
Saturdays  |  9:00 am - end of Shabbat services 

 
Every week we offer a drop-off Shabbat morning program where children ages 2-6 will have a chance to celebrate 
Shabbat, and discover traditions and customs of Shabbat through singing, stories, dance, and arts and crafts. It is a 
great opportunity for children to develop their social skills through play. 
 

Rabbi Ezray Book Recommendation:  

Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor 
 
Throughout the High Holidays, and in subsequent messages, I have asked you to read Yossi Klein Halevi’s book, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor. I believe that it is an important book.  He reaches out to his Palestinian neighbors 
in an attempt to be understood and to understand.  His thesis is that when we understand one another doors open 
that have been closed.  He asks his Palestinian neighbor to understand the conflict through Israeli eyes, while 
opening his heart with empathy and understanding, to the suffering and aspirations of his Palestinian neighbor.  
While searching for the language of peace, the book also explains contemporary Israel in beautiful ways.   
 
Listen to the introduction: I call you “neighbor” because I don’t know your name, or anything personal about you. Given 
our circumstances, “neighbor” might be too casual a word to describe our relationship. We are intruders into each 
other’s dream, violators of each other’s sense of home, incarnation of each other’s worst historical nightmares. I found 
his honesty compelling and thoughtful.   
 
The Women’s Book Group will discuss the book on Monday, January 14, 2019 at 7:15 pm.  We will schedule a date in 
the spring for another communal discussion of the book. Copies of the book will be on loan from the Jewish 
Community Library and available to checkout from the CBJ office in early April. 
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CBJ DAY OF PLAY  

FUNDRAISER 
 

CBJ’s first biennial Day of Play is our low key off-year fundraising event with 
opportunities for all congregants to participate. The “Day” will kick-off with a 
Community Havdalah Service and celebration at CBJ (no charge) followed by 
events at CBJ and throughout our community,. Including Havdalah, dinners, 
cocktail parties, brunches, and other fun activities. 
 
Join us to make new connections and friendships across the CBJ Community 
and raise some needed funds to keep the high level of activity and 
programming at CBJ going strong. Keep an eye out for your e-mail invitation 
to sign up for an event or two. Please contact the office or Gary 
at ggeller@bethjacobrwc.org if you would like more information. 

 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 
• COMMUNITY HAVDALAH SERVICE at Congregation Beth Jacob  |  5:30-7:00 pm 

• HAVDALAH & DINNER WITH RABBI EZRAY at the Cornyn home 

• KIDS' MOVIE NIGHT & ADULT BOARD GAMES at CBJ 

• MEXICAN FIESTA at the Goldsmith/Saltz Home 

• STAR GAZING at the Stanford Student Observatory with Steve Chalmer and Aaron Roodman 

• SPEAKEASY PARTY at the Saul Home 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 
• PALO ALTO URBAN HIKE & BRUNCH with Ora & David Chaiken 

• GEOCACHING FAMILY FUN ADVENTURE with Ben Rosner 

• YOUNG FAMILY BRUNCH WITH RABBI ILANA at the Goldhaber-Gordon Home 

• CANTOR ARTS CENTER PRIVATE DOCENT TOUR 

• LASER TAG & ESCAPE ROOMS at Laser Quest with the Leeb Family 

• LARP FOR KIDS at Henry Seale Park with Zev Goldhaber-Gordon 

• CHILDREN'S TEA PARTY at the Ackerman Home 

• MEXICAN PESCATARIAN COOKING CLASS at the Antillon Home 

• CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH at the Dines Home 

• WINE TASTING WITH BILL at the Borg/Sultan Home 

• SOUP DINNER & BOOK EXCHANGE at the Jacobson Home with Sarah Jacobson,  
       Michelle deHaaff and Sara Leslie 

• DINNER WITH RABBI EZRAY at the Oshman Home 
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SHABBAT AT CBJ 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ROCKIN’ SHABBAT 
 February 1, March 1, April 5, June 7  |  Services at 6:15 pm    

Dinner, by reservation only, immediately following. 
This service, led by the Team Rockin’ Musicians, under the direction of Cantor Barbara Powell, is full of ruach (spirit!) 
Congregants are encouraged to join in leading prayers or play instruments with the band. This is an evening for people of all  
ages. A delicious Shabbat meal is served following the service. Cost for dinner: $18 Adults, $9 Children (ages 3-12), 2 and under no 
charge. RSVP by the prior Wednesday. 

 
SECOND FRIDAYS - COMING HOME TOGETHER 

January 11, February 8, March 8, April 12, May 10  |  Services at 6:30 pm 
Join us for Clergy-led Kabbalat Shabbat services in CBJ members’ homes. Services will be followed by Oneg refreshments, to 
start our Shabbat with sweetness. We’re looking forward to celebrating Shabbat in the intimate surroundings of a fellow 
congregant’s home.  Please note: the Synagogue will be closed on these evenings.  

 
THIRD FRIDAY FAMILY SHABBAT 

January 18, March 15, May 17  |  Services at 6:15 pm 
Dinner, by reservation only,  at 5:30 pm   

A Shabbat evening fun for young children and adults! Join us for a buffet dinner, followed by a family friendly service with 
Bill Futornick and Cantor Barbara. Children are involved in Shabbat-appropriate art activities as well as dancing and a story 
during the service. Cost for dinner: $16 Adults, $9 Children (ages 3-12), 2 and under no charge. For questions regarding Family 
Shabbat please contact Natalya Martyushova at natalya@bethjacobrwc.org. 

  
FOURTH FRIDAYS - A MUSICAL SHABBAT SERVICE 

 January 25, February 22, March 22  |  Services at 7:30 pm 
Join us to sing, dance and move with the Kabbalat Shabbat service as we decompress from our workweeks and create a 
relaxing and meaningful Shabbat experience. Led by Michael Battat and Bill, we look forward to being together and letting 
the music stir our souls.  

 
HAVE YOU HAD SHABBAT DINNER WITH ONE OF OUR CLERGY? 

Rabbi Ezray, Rabbi Ilana, Cantor Barbara and Bill all periodically host Shabbat dinners for CBJ members.  There are several more 
scheduled to take place this year. If you have NOT yet had this opportunity, please contact Rebecca@bethjacobrwc.org and we will 
find a date that works for you with one of our clergy. 

 
SHABBAT KIDDUSH HONORING WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRANTS 

Saturday,  February 2 at 10:00 am 
The Shabbat Kiddush Committee has organized micro-sponsorships for Shabbat lunch, to honor all those celebrating January 
& February wedding anniversaries. We will have a group aliyah, a blessing from the Rabbi, and then break bread together at 
lunch. The suggested levels of micro sponsorship are at $36, $72 or $180. These are joyous occasions and we welcome the 
opportunity to celebrate with our CBJ community. Mazel tov on your upcoming anniversary! To sponsor a kiddush,  go to 
bethjacobrwc.org/donate/anniversary-kiddush-sponsorship. 

 
NESHAMA—FEEDING YOUR SOUL ON SHABBAT 

HEBREW CHANTING  | The 2nd Saturday of every month from 10:15-11:15 am 
Rabbi Jen Clayman will be teaching Hebrew Chanting—an approach to spiritual practice that combines music and 
meditation. It's common to take a phrase, from Tanakh or from the Siddur, and sing it to a simple melody, over and over 
until it enters our subconscious. 

 
MUSSAR  |  The 4th Saturday of every month from 10:15-11:15 am 

Mussar is a 1,000-year-old Jewish spiritual practice that teaches how to find those things inside that cause us to get stuck in 
the same place again and again. Led by Greg Marcus, this class offers a framework for gradually bringing balance and healing 
through mindful living and small incremental steps.   
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Classes and services held every week  

 10:30 am  
Mondays with 
Meaning 
11:30 am 
- Beginning 

Hebrew 
- Mah Jongg 
3:30/4:30 pm 
Religious School 
5:30 pm 
Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Class 
6:30 pm 
8th Gr. Cooking 
with Bill 

 7:00 am 
Minyan 
10:00 am 
Advanced 
Maimonides Class 
11:00 am 
Adult Learning 
3:30/4:30 pm 
Religious School 
7:00 pm  
Mah Jongg 

  

 Shabbat Services 9:00 am  
 - Torah Study 
 - Tot Shabbat 
 
10:00 am            
- Traditional 

Service  
- Junior   

Congregation 
 
11:30 am 
Power Hour 
 

 

1 
CLOSED for  
New Year’s Day 

2 
Preschool Winter 
Break 
 
No Religious 
School 

3 
Preschool Winter 
Break 

4 
Preschool Winter 
Break 
 
6:15 pm 
Shabbat Services  

5 
No Junior 
Congregation 
 
11:30 am 
Parenting Mussar 
 
 

   

   
   

6 
 

7     
Preschool resumes 
 
No Religious 
School 

8 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Sisterhood 
Meeting 

9 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting 

10 
 
 

11 
6:30 pm  
Coming Home 
Together Service 
in a private home 
(no service at CBJ) 
 

12 
10:00 am 
Benjamin 
Szkurnik Dorio 
Bar Mitzvah 
10:15 am 
Chanting 
11:30 am 
Young Family 
Service 

13 
3:00 pm 
Sharon Brous  
North Peninsula 
Scholar-in-Residence 
 
4:30 pm 
Men’s Club 
Wine Tasting 

14  
 
7:15 pm 
Women’s Book 
Group 

15  
 
6:00 pm 
Board Orientation 
 
7:30 pm 
Board Meeting 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
5:00 pm  
Babies & Blessings 
5:30 pm 
Family Shabbat 
Dinner 
6:15 pm 
Family 
Shabbat Service 

19 
 
11:00 am 
Jessica Donig 
speaking about 
Miracle 
Messages 
 

20 
 
 

21  Tu B’Shevat 
 
CLOSED for MLK Jr. 
Day (No school or 
classes) 
 
8:00 am 
Multifaith Day of  
Service 
 
10:00 am 
MLK Mitzvah Day 

22        
 
7:00 pm 
Men’s Club Poker  

23     
 
 

 

24  25 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Musical 
Shabbat Services 

26 
10:00 am 
Erin Meak 
Bat Mitzvah 
10:15 am 
Mussar 
5:30 pm 
CBJ Day of Play 
begins 
11:30 am 
Parenting Mussar 
 

27 
 
CBJ Day of Play  

28       
 
10:30 am 
Dvir Bal-gar 
Speaking about 
WWII Jewish 
Experience in 
Shanghai 

29     
 
 

30      
 
 
 

 31    
 
 

     
    

JANUARY 2019 

Check our website for  
the latest event updates: 
www.bethjacobrwc.org/calendar 
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FEBRUARY 2019 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Classes and services held every week  

 10:30 am  
Mondays with 
Meaning 
11:30 am 
- Beginning 

Hebrew 
- Mah Jongg 
3:30/4:30 pm 
Religious School 
5:30 pm 
Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Class 
6:30 pm 
8th Gr. Cooking 

 7:00 am 
Minyan 
10:00 am 
Advanced 
Maimonides Class 
11:00 am 
Adult Learning 
3:30/4:30 pm 
Religious School 
7:00 pm  
Mah Jongg 
  

 Shabbat Services 9:00 am  
 - Torah Study 
 - Tot Shabbat 
 
10:00 am            
- Traditional 

Service  
- Junior   

Congregation 
 
11:30 am 
Power Hour 

 
   
  

  
 
  
 
 

1 
 
6:15 pm 
Rockin’ Shabbat 
Service & Dinner 
(RSVP by 10/31) 

2 
 
11:30 am 
Young Family 
Service 
 
 

3   
 
8:45 am 
Breakfast at 
First Step 
 

4  
 
 
 
 

5   
 
 

6   
 
 

7   
 

8   
 
6:30 pm  
Coming Home 
Together Service 
in a private home 
(no service at CBJ) 

9   
 
10:00 am 
Anica 
Schonberger 
Bat Mitzvah 
 
 

10  
 

11  
 
7:15 pm 
Women’s  
Book Group 

12 
 
7:00 pm 
Sisterhood 
Meeting  
 
7:30 pm 
Executive 
Committee Mtg. 

13 
 
 
 

14  
 
 

15  
Preschool closed 
 
5:00 pm 
Babies and Blessings 
 
6:15 pm 
Shabbat Services 

16   
No Junior 
Congregation 
 
10:00 am 
Jack Meyer Bar 
Mitzvah 
11:30 am 
Parenting Mussar 

17  
 
 

18 
 
CLOSED for  
President’s Day 
 
No school or 
classes 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
No Religious 
School 
 
 

21 22 
 
7:30 pm 
Musical Shabbat 
Services 

23  
 
 
 
 

24 
 
2:30 pm 
Teitelbaum 
Lecture by 
Professor Steve 
Zipperstein 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 
7:00 pm 
Men’s Club Poker 
 
7:30 pm 
Board Meeting 

27 
 
 

 
 
 

  

28  

Check our website for the latest event updates: 
www.bethjacobrwc.org/calendar 
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SOCIAL ACTION 

 

WINE TASTING 
Sunday, January 13, 2019 |  4:30-6:00 pm  
Open to all CBJ members and friends. Wine from a fabulous, 
fairly new, Sonoma Winery called Belden Barns Winery. Cost :  
$10/person includes wine tasting and appetizers. Questions 
and RSVP to Rick Kirske, rickrph@hotmail.com. 

MONTHLY POKER NIGHT 
Tuesday, January 22 & February 26  |  7:00 pm 
We hold monthly poker nights on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Men and women invited to play. We provide cards and whiskey; bring 
a nosh or dessert to share. $25 to buy-in/$5 to hang out. 
 
Want to see more Men's Club activities? Please contact Rick 
Kirske at rickrph@hotmail.com or Rebecca at 
rebecca@bethjacobrwc.org to find out more about Men's 
Club and get involved. 

MEN’S CLUB  

SISTERHOOD  

CBJ’s active Sisterhood gathers women of all ages for 
social activities, support, wisdom, learning, recreation, 
spiritual endeavors and service to our synagogue and 
the greater community. We meet monthly to celebrate 
the new moon (Rosh Chodesh), and to explore life 
together. We have engaged in guided meditation, 
learned to bake Jewish foods, planned and created 
rituals, studied with inspiring teachers, listened to each 
other’s stories, created art, enjoyed music, gone on 
field trips, and have eaten a lot of food. We are 
intergenerational and our goal is to foster community. 
Dues are $36/year — join Sisterhood and make it yours. 
 
MAH JONGG 
Mondays at 11:30 am and Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
Crack! Bam! Mahj! Join your fellow CBJ members for fun 
afternoons or evenings of racking tiles and socializing. 
Beginner and refresher lessons for anyone who wants 
them. For information and to RSVP contact 
Rebecca@bethjacobrwc.org. Please let us know you’re 
coming so we’ll know how many tables to set up. 
  
WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 
Second Monday of every month | 7:30 pm 
Please join us on January 14 (discussing Letters to My 
Palestinian Neighbor by Yossi Klein Halevi) and February 11. 
For more information contact Jackie Dines 
jdines1010@gmail.com. 
 
Watch for details for upcoming Sisterhood events: 

• In February, we will be participating in CBJ Cares 
preparing meals to freeze and store for members who 
are ill, homebound, etc. this winter. 

• March 3-8:  we will be helping with Mishloach Manot (Purim 
gift baskets) and make it a pizza party while we work. 

 
Contact Sisterhood@bethjacobrwc.org to make sure to get 
on our mailing list. 

MLK MITZVAH DAY 
Monday, January 21  |  10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
MLK Day is just around the corner! We have our own 
Mitzvah Day planned, lease join us as we assemble pantry 
supplies for local families in need. Visit our Wish List and 
Volunteer form on our website on the social action page, or 
contact Rebecca to be emailed the links directly. 
  

PENINSULA MULTIFAITH COALITION 
7th Annual MLK Jr. Day of Service | Monday, January 21 
Between now and January 19, the Peninsula Multifaith 
Coalition will collect sample sized shampoos/conditioners/
lotions or gifts-with-purchase cosmetics. You can drop 
them off at CBJ any time before MLK weekend. The 
samples must be unopened and unused. 

 
BREAKFAST AT FIRST STEP FOR FAMILIES 
Sunday, February 3  |  8:45 am 
Join us as we serve breakfast to local families in need in San Mateo. 
Save the date now—sign-up form coming soon on our website. 

  

HOME & HOPE 
March 3-10 
CBJ welcomes Home and Hope, a roaming shelter and support 
community for homeless families, several times per year. There’s 
much to do when our Home and Hope visitors are here, such as 
assemble and disassemble tents, prepare meals, offer childcare.  
Save the date now—sign-up form coming soon on our website. 
 
Watch for signups and details a few weeks before each event. 
Contact Rebecca@bethjacbrwc.org for more information 
and to get involved. 
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ADULT EDUCATION  

NORTH PENINSULA COMMUNITY SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE, RABBI SHARON BROUS 
Sunday, January 13  |  3:00-4:30 pm 
From the Beginning: Sex, Gender and Power: We’ll explore the two creation narratives in the first two chapters of Genesis, 
which paint two very different world views: one in which man and woman are created together, as equals, and one in which 
woman is created to serve and give pleasure to a powerful, dominant man. Both visions are possible in God’s creation, and 
we’re asked to choose: equality, or patriarchy. Our tradition struggles to reconcile these two narratives, even as our human 
community continues to build systems and structures that perpetuate the latter. For more information go to: pjcc.org/
programs/scholar-in-residence/ Rabbi Sharon Brous is a leading voice in reanimating religious life in America, working to develop a 
spiritual roadmap for soulful, multi-faith justice work in Los Angeles and around the country.  Brous is the senior and founding 
rabbi of IKAR, which was started in 2004 and has become a model for Jewish revitalization in the US and beyond.  Brous’s 2016 TED 
talk, “Reclaiming Religion,” has been viewed by more than 1.3 million people and translated into 20 languages. Stay after the 
lecture and continue the conversation at our Men's Club Wine tasting, $10/person (see previous page for more information.  
 
JESSICA DONIG: MIRACLE MESSAGES CHIEF PROGRAMS OFFICER  
Saturday, January 19  |  11:00 am 
A volunteer-led nonprofit dedicated to reconnecting our homeless neighbors with their loved ones... and us. To date, they 
have reunited 131 families (average time disconnected = 20 years) using their mobile app, online referral form, and national 
hotline, 1-800-MISS-YOU. Miracle Messages believes that everyone is someone's somebody – and so do most families, as 90% 
of located loved ones choose to reconnect. Founder Kevin F. Adler started Miracle Messages in memory of his uncle, who lived 
on-and-off the streets for 30 years.  
 
DVIR BAR-GAL: SWEET AND SOUR SAFE HAVEN, THE WW2 JEWISH EXPERIENCE IN SHANGHAI 
Monday, January 28  |  10:30 am 
The history of Jews in Shanghai dates back to 1841, but during World War II, the city of Shanghai provided refuge to thousands 
of Jews escaping from persecution in Europe. During this era, there was a great contrast between the stateless refugees who 
fled from war-torn Europe and the established Jewish entrepreneurs who were prospering in Shanghai.  Dvir Bar-Gal is the 
world's leading China Jewish history expert and his been leading tours of Jewish Shanghai for 17 years. Learn more at http://
www.shanghaijews.com/  
 
DAVID & ROBIN TEITELBAUM ANNUAL LECTURE ON JEWISH THOUGHT, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ISRAEL 
Sunday, February 24  |  2:30 pm 
Professor Steven Zipperstein will speak on his latest book Pogrom: Kishinev and the Tilt of History 
So shattering were the aftereffects of Kishinev, the rampage that broke out in late-Tsarist Russia in April 1903, that one 
historian remarked that it was “nothing less than a prototype for the Holocaust itself.”  Using new evidence culled from 
Russia, Israel, and Europe, distinguished historian Steven J. Zipperstein’s wide-ranging book brings historical insight and clarity 
to a much-misunderstood event that would do so much to transform twentieth-century Jewish life and beyond. Steven J. 
Zipperstein is the Daniel E. Koshland Professor in Jewish Culture and History at Stanford University. He has been awarded the 
Leviant Prize of the Modern Language Association, the Judah Magnes Gold Medal of the American Friends of the Hebrew 
University, and the Koret Prize for Outstanding Contributions to the American Jewish community. 
 
MONDAYS WITH MEANING – TEXT STUDY WITH CBJ CLERGY  |  Mondays from 10:30-11:30 am 
We are studying Pirkei Avot, or Ethics of the Fathers—two thousand year old wisdom that transcends generations. 
 
ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH CLASS  |  Mondays from 5:30-7:30 pm 
A 2–3 year course of study with Rabbi Ezray, Cantor Barbara and Bill Futornick.  For anyone who wishes to deepen their sense 
of Judaism, whether you had a bar or bat mitzvah at age 13 or not. The class studies mitzvot, prayer, holidays, synagogue skills, 
history, life cycle and theology in depth. The program culminates in a Shabbat morning service together.  
 
MAIMONIDES CLASS  |  Wednesdays at 10:00-11:00 am  
Rabbi Ilana is guiding this class in studying the philosophy of Maimonides, as laid out in his essay “Introduction to Perek Chelek”.  
Working with the original text in Hebrew, the class is both a lesson in Hebrew language and medieval philosophy. 
 
ONGOING ADULT LEARNING  |  Wednesdays from  11:00 am-12:00 noon 
An ongoing group of Torah study each week with Bill. Currently reading the Book of Kings. No previous experience necessary. 
Join us! 
 
SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY |  Saturdays at 9:00-10:00 am   
The capstone of lifelong learning at CBJ is this lively and sometimes intense weekly journey deep into the Torah landscape. Here, a 
growing group of Torah-explorers comes together every Saturday to travel the twists and turns verse by verse, guided by Rabbi Ezray 
and Bill Futornick. You’ll never look at Torah quite the same way again. Speaking is encouraged but not required! 
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B’NAI MITZVAH 

Hello, this is Ben. I 
was born in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil and 
moved to California 
in 2013, when I was 
7. I lived in Menlo 
Park for 5 years, 
from 2nd to 6th 

grade in Oak Knoll and Hillview 
schools. I have been going to CBJ since 
4th grade and loved everything about 
it since the first class. We very recently 
moved to Southlake, Texas but I was 
fixed on the idea of having my Bar 
Mitzvah at CBJ. I turned 13 on 
November 9th. I have a dog, Bubba 
and a brother, Victor. I love listening to 
music and drawing in my spare time. If 
I could, I would thank each and every 
guest, but I can’t, so I thank you all 
from here. 
 
My parasha is Bo, which is about the 
last 3 plagues in the 10 plagues. My 
favorite Jewish value is that all people 
are created in God’s Likeness, which 
states that all people are created in 
God’s image, and that every life is a 
whole world and saving a life is saving 
the world. My tzedakah fund is to 
support elderly homes. 
 
I’m looking forward to being able to 
say, “I have done my Bar Mitzvah.” To 
me, it will be a huge achievement, 
probably my biggest achievement yet. 
Thank you to my mom and dad for all 
their huge support and 
encouragement, thank you to all my 
CBJ teachers, especially Morah Ilona, 
Rabbi Ilana, Sooze and Bill. Thank you 
to my grandparents for being the best 
grandparents ever, and my friends for 
being the most awesome friends. 

ERIN MEAK 
January 26, 2019 

I was born in Beijing, 
China, but at age four 
and a half moved to 
Woodside with my 
parents and older 
sister Talia.  I have 
been a student at 
Woodside Elementary 

since preschool and started attending 
CBJ when I was in first grade. Some of my 
favorite activities/interests include ice 
skating, baking, fashion and shopping, 
hanging out with my friends and tutoring 
younger kids. We have 2 dogs, 2 cats, 4 
chickens, and 2 fish. 
 
My parsha is Terumah and it is the 
description of how to properly build 
the Tabernacle. The instructions are 
very detailed and give us an insight of 
what it looked like. The temple was 
built so Jews could have a community 
to gather in and to be in the presence 
of God. The word Terumah means 
"gift" or "offering" in Hebrew; the 
Jews were asked to bring their 
offerings to the temple. As a 
community, we are also asked to give 
gifts in the form of tzedakah. My 
tzedakah project is My New Red Shoes, 
an organization that provides new 
clothes, shoes, and school supplies to 
kids of families in need. 
 
I'm excited to celebrate with my friends, 
family, and the community of Beth Jacob. 
I would like to thank Bill Futornick, Rabbi 
Ilana, Rabbi Ezray, Cantor Barbara, all of 
my CBJ teachers, and my parents for 
helping and supporting me through this 
whole process. 

ANICA SCHONBERGER 
February 9, 2019 

Hello, my name is 
Erin Meak. I am 
currently a student 
at John F. Kennedy 
Middle School in 
Redwood City. I 
live with my two 
sisters, Olivia and 

Carrie, my parents, Van and Liza, and 
my dog, Buster. In my free time I enjoy 
playing soccer, reading, and playing 
video games. I currently play 
competitive soccer with San Mateo 
County Football Club.  My favorite 
book series is The Series of Unfortunate 
Events by Lemony Snicket. I really enjoy 
this series because it always keeps you 
guessing and includes some humor.  
 
When I found out my parsha was Yitro, 
I didn’t really know what to think but 
was happy when I realized it contained 
the Ten Commandments. In my parsha, 
Moses gets the Commandments but 
then smashes them out of frustration 
because he saw the golden calf. Then 
Moses has to go back up to Mt. Sinai to 
get another set of Commandments. 
There are so many values in this parsha 
that it’s hard to choose just one, but 
it’s important to follow all of the 
Commandments.  I chose One World 
Play Project for my Bat Mitzvah 
tzedakah project because I feel like 
everyone should have the opportunity 
to be able to play soccer. One World 
Play Project makes unpoppable soccer 
balls and gives them to refugee youth.  
 
I can’t wait for my Bat Mitzvah. I’m 
excited to have all of my family and 
friends witness me becoming a woman 
in the Jewish community. I’m also 
excited to see all of my hard work pay 
off. I want to thank Bill, Rabbi Ezray, 
Cantor Barbara, Rabbi Ilana, and all of 
my CBJ teachers and classmates who 
have helped me so much through this 
extraordinary journey. Finally I would 
like to especially thank my family, but 
most of all my parents for always being 
there and encouraging me. 

BENJAMIN SZKURNIK DORIO 
January 12, 2019 
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My name is 
Jonathan Isaac 
Meyer, but ever 
since I was born 
everyone has 
called me Jack. I 
lived in San Carlos 
for most of my life, 
but in 2016 I moved 
to Brooklyn, New 

York for a few years with my mom, 
dad, older sister Abby, dog Boo, and 
cats Jem and Scout. I am in seventh 
grade at Packer Collegiate Institute in 
Brooklyn. In my free time I enjoy 
singing, acting, dancing, playing drums, 
and playing video games. I am excited 
to celebrate my bar mitzvah at CBJ with 
all of my California family and friends. 
 
My parashah is Tetzaveh, which 
describes G-d’s rules for priestly 
garments and some Temple rituals. It’s 
a bit challenging to make this Parashah 
relevant for people in the 21st Century, 
but I’m going to try! In my drash I will 
be exploring what the parashah means 
and how to make things holy. The 
Jewish value that means the most to 
me is Tikkun Olam, because we live in a 
pretty broken world. But if we can 
unite, we can make this broken world a 
better place for everyone. 
 
One organization that is focused on 
repairing the world and is important to 
me is HIAS. HIAS is an organization 
that assists refugees to immigrate. It is 
a Jewish organization and it is 
responsible for helping not only 
helping Jews but all refugees. This 
organization is important to me 
because members of my family came 
to this country as refugees. Also, I 
believe that everyone, no matter race 
or religion should be welcome in this 
country. In the words of Jewish poet 
Emma Lazarus “Give me your tired, 
your poor, Your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free.” Immigrants 
are what makes America great. I am 
happy to be raising money for HIAS as I 
celebrate my bar mitzvah. 
 
Preparing for my bar mitzvah has been a 
team effort. I’d like to thank all of the 
people who have helped me get to this 
day, especially Bill, Rabbi Ezray, Cantor 
Josh Breitzer at Congregation Beth 
Elohim in Brooklyn, and of course my 
parents, who made sure that I practiced! 

 JACK MEYER 
February 16, 2019 

BAR MITZVAH 
 

YOUTH  
ACTIVITIES 

FRUSY (8-12 GRADERS) 
KADIMA (6-7 GRADERS) 

KADINKERS (4-5 GRADERS)  
 

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 
EVENTS 

 

JANUARY 20 
 Regional USY Mini Mission ~  

Day of Community Service (9-12 Graders) 
Santa Rosa, CA 

 

JANUARY 25 
USY Shabbat Dinner (8-12 Graders) 

 

JANUARY 27  
Kadima Event (6-7 Graders) from 3-5 pm 

 

FEBRUARY 8-10 
Regional USY Winter Shabbaton (8-12 Graders) 

Santa Rosa, CA 
 

FEBRUARY 16 
USY Event (8-12 Graders) 

 

FEBRUARY 24  
Kadima Ice Skating (6-7 Graders)  |  3-5 pm 

 
*Kadinkers (4-5 Graders): 

 Stay tuned for details about  
our Golfland Event on March 3!! 

 
Questions? Comments? 

Contact Terrah Yevilov, Youth Director 
frusyadvisor@gmail.com 
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MESSAGE FROM 

DIANE HOWARD 

Dear Friends, 
 
Whereas we celebrate Hanukkah because the Temple oil, 
which was only expected to last one day instead lasted for 
eight, our recent election which should have been decided in 
one day, instead lasted for many more than eight days. 
However, now that it is over, I want to thank the Rabbi, the 
Temple officers, and the congregation for all the support 
that you have provided me during this journey.  
 
This was a different election on several levels. It was the first 
local election in twenty years that coincided with National 
elections. As expected, the voter turnout was more than 
twice that of previous elections. Because of this 
consolidation, the ballot was unusually long with many 
important races and issues to be decided. My thanks to 
those who spent the extra time to become informed on 
these important decisions. 
 
We also saw campaign fundraising at levels never before 
seen in our local elections. Does this upward trend deny 
equal opportunity for individuals to run for public office? At 
some point, we may need to consider campaign finance 
reform. A discussion needs to happen. 
 
This was also an election that saw some unfortunate and ill-
advised negative campaigning. While that has become the 
norm on the national stage, we in Redwood City should 
continue to strive to rise above those tactics.  
 
However, with the election over, it is time to turn the page 
and start fresh. On December 10th, Councilmembers John 

Seybert and Jeff Gee will retire from our City Council, and two 
new members and I will be sworn in to serve for the next 
four years.  
 
We will begin the New Year with two new Councilmembers, 
Giselle Hale and Diana Reddy, who will be learning about 
their new job and their new colleagues. They will be bringing 
their own vision of Redwood City’s future. Our goal will be to 
integrate some of their ideas into a common vision as we 
move forward doing what is best for the people of Redwood 
City.  
 
We will be challenged with many important decisions in the 
next few years, e.g. District elections, traffic, housing/job 
inequity, future development, and financial sustainability. 
Getting to know each other’s strengths, weaknesses, vision 
and ideas will enable us moving forward to build a strong, 
cohesive team who will be able to tackle the challenges 
ahead and enable Redwood City to be the best it can be.  
 
Stay involved and stay engaged. Please, contact me with any 
suggestions or ideas we can share over a cup of coffee. My 
thanks to you again for your support. I am honored to be 
serving you these next four years. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diane Howard 
Vice Mayor of Redwood City 
 

Stay involved and stay engaged. 
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WE WARMLY WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Rosalynn & Edgar Auslander  
 and their daughters Claire and Nathalie 
David Handler & Doug Pawliuk  
 and their children Austin and Nicole 
Kathy Lampl 
Ken Leventhal 
 

MAZEL TOV TO 

Grandparents Judy & Sloane Citron on the birth of two 
 grandchildren: Evan Yoseph born on October 30, 2018 to 
 parents Adara & Josh Citron, and Liav Brea born on 
 November 14, 2018 to parents Talia & Sam Knapp 
 

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO 

Alan Fisher (Barbara Sommer) on the passing of his 
 beloved brother Jeff Fisher, uncle of Stephen and Daniel 
Simone Klass (Fabian) on the passing of her beloved father 
 Albert Mourad Hadid, grandfather of Lauren, Eitan and Bruno 
Sol Kutner on the passing of his beloved wife Rosalind 
Uri Ladabaum (Sylvie Blumstein), Igal Ladabaum (Danielle 
 Sunshine) and Dan Ladabaum (Evelyn) on the passing of 
 their beloved father Sam Ladabaum, grandfather of 
 Ariele, Ben, Ilan, Max, Raquel, Sophie and Simon 
Liza Meak (Van) on the passing of her beloved uncle David Singer 
 

May their memory be a blessing 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the office and  
let us know of your lifecycle events: 

cbj@bethjacobrwc.org • 650-366-8481 

 
CBJ WOMEN’S RETREAT: Connect, Reflect, Recharge 
May 3-5, 2019  |  Earthwise Retreat Center  |  Petaluma, CA 
Pricing before February 1: $360 shared room - $485 single 
room. All meals included from Friday night thru Sunday 
morning. The food is delicious, vegetarian and special needs 
friendly. For additional information or to reserve your spot 
now, please contact Rebecca@bethjacobrwc.org or 
barbarapowell@bethjacobrwc.org. 
 
CHAVUROT 
Are you interested in getting to know other individuals and 
families from your neighborhood? A chavurah (Hebrew for 
group of friends) is a community of people who meet 
regularly to celebrate Jewish holidays, learn together, or 
just socialize. 
 
We're creating some new chavurot and are currently 
collecting names of interested members. Contact 
Rebecca@bethjacobrwc.org to learn more. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS MARIETTA FULTON  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
for CBJ High School Seniors 

 
Marietta Fulton was a beloved member of 
CBJ and a teacher for many years. In her 
memory, her children, Lynn Kurn and Joy 
Stiefel and their families, have established 
a scholarship in her memory.  Please read 
the following criteria and consider 
applying. 
 

• Eligibility: High School Senior enrolling 
full time at a two- or four-year 
accredited college or university. This is 
a one-time award. 

• Qualifications: Demonstrated 
leadership in the Jewish community, 
involvement in Congregation Beth 
Jacob. Family belongs to Congregation 
Beth Jacob. 

• Scholarship Amount between $500 - 
$1,500:  Amount depends on number of 
applicants and quality of application.  
The scholarships can be applied to 
tuition, fees, books, supplies, and 
equipment required for course load. 

 
Please submit an essay of up to 500 words 
describing your involvement in the Jewish 
community and its impact on your life.  
Essays must be submitted to Rabbi Ezray by 
March 15, 2019.  Rabbi Ezray and a 
committee devoted to this project will 
review the applications. 

__________________________________ 

 
KORENGOLD CAMP 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Korengold Camp Scholarships provide 
financial assistance for children to attend 
Jewish Summer Camps (day or sleep away). 
For more information contact Gary Geller. 
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YAHRZEITS JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 

Friday, January 4 
Saturday, January 5 
Henry Abecassis 
Yulrik Brand 
Elaine Gessow 
Joel Goldberg 
Alice Goldschmidt 
Ida Goldstein 
Abraham Gruber 
Arthur Joseph 
Ruth Kroopnick 
Henry Lee 
Celia Midman 
Miriam Reboh 
Ronald Rosenberg 
Pearl Saslaw 
Bessie Storey 
Sam Weisman 
Paulene Wofchuck 
 
Friday, January 11 
Saturday, January 12 
Alex Ackerman 
Florence Bernstein 
Ethel Bittker 
Sally Bloom 
Bernard Cahan 
Alice Dennis 
Isaak Farber 
Bella Feintuch 
Theodore Fisher 
Judah Folkman 
Fred Goren 
Norman Leviant 
Olga Maltzer 
Estelle Miller 
Miriam Pasqualitti 
Lilly Radcliffe 
Gussie Rubenstein 
Hilde Schwarz 
Harlene Stein 
Eugene Topperman 
Fenet Winikoff 
Lucille Zelinsky 
 
Friday, January 18 
Saturday, January 19 
Frieda Altman 
Rabbi Jeffrey Ballon 
Grace Belsky 
Judy Berlinger 
Don Dorsey 
Robert Dudnick 
Syrile Yetta Ellison 
Nathan Fisher 
Betsy Frank 

June Heiser 
Freda Hirsch 
Joseph Kaplan 
Molly Lazarus 
Adolph Lee 
Louis Levinson 
Hazel Loewenstein 
Max Miller 
Abraham Mosseri 
Mary Nakata 
Bess Parnes 
William Sher 
Arnold Silberstein 
Bernard Spiegel 
 
Friday, February 22 
Saturday, February 23 
Yves Aknin 
Beryl Appel 
Nathan Brody 
Ben Zion Cohen 
Rose Davis Alberstat 
Bernie Dolinko 
Toni Dreyfuss 
Max Gerrick 
Lottie Gutterman 
Edward Kains 
Margaret Kauffman 
Nat Landes 
Arthur Markman 
Marco Meneses 

Miriam Peckler 
Samuel Pollack 
Julius Robbins 
Ora Saldinger 
Alexander Scharf 
Edward Stein 
Phillip Stern 
Samuel Yaffa 
 
Friday, February 8 
Saturday, February 9 
Barnet Adelman 
Leonard Daily 
Sarah de Haaff 
Florence Fasman 
Bertha Feiler 
Dorothy B. Franklin 
Neima Gabbai 
Adrienne Goldsmith 
Sylvia Greifinger 
Elizabeth Hornstein 
Barbara Horowitz 
Lynda Kaplan 
David Korengold 
Selma Lachtman 
Dorothy Leven 
Werner Loewenstein 
Bluma Logasa 
Sylvia Mervis 
Art Meyer 
Annette Moss 
Bertha Moss 
Cary Moss 
Edward Pollack 
Daniel Rosenbaum 
Herbert Rosenbaum 
Boris Rubinstein 
Jeanne Steffen 
Eleanor Tobias 
Pauline Weinstein 
Robert Williams 
Sadie Zemel 
 
Friday, February 15 
Saturday, February 16 
Charlie Aknin 
Norman Ball 
Auguste Bing 
Dorothy Bomberg 
Gertrude Browdy 
Gitel Cohen 
Charles Epstein 
Louis Fasman 
Ray Garfinkle 
Julius Goldsmith 
Hershel Gutterman 

Dorothy Gerson 
Morris Gold 
Martha Goodman 
Bess Goodstein 
Samuel Gutterman 
Eugenie Jouanneau 
Eric Kermit 
Theresa Levine 
Ditta Newman 
Hersh Levi Nirenberg 
Serena Pinsler 
Edna Prince 
Lydia Rosenbaum-Goldman 
Lillian (Libby) Rudolph 
Tamara Ryzmikova 
Gertrude Stein 
Frieda Steiner 
 
Friday, January 25 
Saturday, January 26 
Linda Aknin-Eldefonso 
Grace Belsky 
Toni Benowitz 
Estera Buchin Blumstein 
Herbert Cantor 
Arnold Chaleff 
Lois Epstein 
Donald Feinstein 
William Foerder 
Israel Goodstein 
Phillip Greenberg 
Hope Howard 
Ruth Jones 
Mitchell Karsner 
Fred Melmon 
Vivian Miller 
Adeline Pollack 
Sol Rosenbaum 
Sally Ruben 
Ruth Shapiro 
Carl Smilovitz 
Lewis Weil 
 
Friday, February 1 
Saturday, February 2 
Emilie Aknin 
Goldie Birnbaum 
Craig Bowers 
Jonah Brown 
James Gaviser 
Sylvia Goldstein 
James Gruber 
Selig Gruber 
Caryl Lois Holiber 
Norma Kushin 
Dina Matlin 

Uke Popik 
Lil Rosenberger 
Rosa Schanz 
Hannah Schreiber Blattberg 
Moses Schwab 
Fanya Teksler 
Matthew Turbow 
Bertram Weiner 
Sol Weintraub 
 
Shabbat Evening 
Services 
1st & 3rd Fridays 6:15 pm 
2nd Friday 6:30 pm   
 (private home) 
4th & 5th Fridays 7:30 pm 
 
Shabbat Morning 
Services 
10:00 am 
Traditional Service 
11:30 am 
Power Hour  
 
If you would like to add 
loved ones to the yahrzeit 
list or have a correction, 
please send an email to 
cbj@bethjacobrwc.org. 
 
 
 

The following yahrzeits are remembered during the services listed below: 

If you would like to add loved ones to the yahrzeit list or have a correction, please send an email to cbj@bethjacobrwc.org. 

YAHRZEIT NOTICE 
 

We recently switched to a new 
database for our membership 

records. Unfortunately, we learned 
that the transfer of yahrzeit records 
did not collect all the preferences 

for those to be remembered by 
English dates. Some dates have 

defaulted to the Hebrew calendar.  
 

If the yahrzeit date listed for your 
family member is not correct for this 

reason, or any other reason, please 
send an email to cbj@bethjacobrwc.org 

and we will make the updates. We 
apologize for the inconvenience this 
may have caused. 
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AICAT AND ALEH NEGEV  
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Jeff Fisher, beloved brother of Alan Fisher, 
 by Linda & Ed Rosen 
 
BUILDING FUND  
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Harold & Lucille Fliegler  
 by Helen & Ron Danczak 

 
COHN MUSIC FUND 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Gary Rosekind by Stephanie Rosekind  
 
GENERAL FUND  
Debra & Mark Leslie 
Rhonna & Brian Rogol 
Marilyn & Gordon Wachtel 
 
IN APPRECIATION OF & 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF  
Rabbi Ezray, Cantor Barbara, Bill,  
 Rabbi Ilana and Dan Leemon for the 
 tremendous effort at making High Holiday 
 services at CBJ welcoming, meaningful, 
 and fun! by Judith & Kim Holiber/Warsaw 
 
IN HONOR OF  
Veteran's Day by Ellen Alberstat 
Sandra Epstein's 80th birthday by  
 Joanne & Bernie Arfin; and for many 
 more Happy Days  
 by Donna and David Mendelsohn 
Galens Family by Lois Jamart 
Bill, Patrick, Benjamin and Amanda 
 birthdays by Rayna Lehman & Bill Nack 
CBJ Clergy and Staff by Emily & Jim Scheinman 
Richard and Miriam Zimmerman's 50th 
 wedding anniversary by Rick & Rita Weinstein 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Roz Kutner and Carmen Saint  
 by Joanne & Bernie Arfin 
Rachel Levin by Esti BenDavid 
Jules Wilner by Susan & Elliott Bloom 
Arthur Bronstein by Amy & Matt Bronstein 
Rachel Levinson by Norma Foerder 
Rueben Katz by Susan & Jonathan Golovin 
Paul & Helen Golovner by Adam Gorlick 

Louis S. Prober by Ellen & Kenneth Hall 
Benjamin Cohn by Ruthellen Harris 
Norman Aron by Karen & Dan Hough 
Rosie Volf and Malka Kochavi  
 by Edi Kochavi 
Albert Mourad Hadid by Sally & Nelson Koen 
Max Bittker and Harry Leviant by Martha Leviant 
Joseph "Joey" Stoval  
 by Odelia Braun & Eric Test 
Arthur Rosen by Linda & Ed Rosen 
Arcadi Elbert by Ophra & Gary Rudolph 
Jack & Blanch Setzen  
 by Robyn & Mark Setzen 
Herbert Weiss by Annette Weiss 
  
ISRAEL ACTION COMMITTEE 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Harry Weiss by Lillie Kermit 
 
KORENGOLD CAMPERSHIP FUND 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Carmen Saint by Etty Korengold 
 
PRAYER BOOK FUND  
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Isaac Berkman and Lee Schoenfeldt  
 by Marsha Lee & Norman Berkman 
Rosalind Kutner by Charlotte Scheier 
 
RABBI EZRAY'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Susan & Jon Golovin  
  
IN HONOR OF 
Brandon's Bar Mitzvah  
 by Roxanne & Jason Cohen 
Rhian Ashley Gruber's baby naming  
 by Suzanne & Joe Gruber 
Sandra Epstein's 80th birthday  
 by Barbara & Sheldon Rothblatt 
Speaking to the Jewish VC Network 
 Group by Emily & Jim Scheinman 
CBJ Clergy and Staff  
 by Emily & Jim Scheinman 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Frieda Epstein by Sandra & Ed Epstein 
Zohora Braun by Odelia Braun & Eric Test 
  

RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Rosalind Kutner by Margot Lobree  
 
RITUAL DIRECTOR'S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND  
 
IN HONOR OF  
Brandon's Bar Mitzvah  
 by Roxanne & Jason Cohen 
Rhian Ashley Gruber's baby naming  
 by Suzanne & Joe Gruber 
CBJ Clergy and Staff  
 by Emily & Jim Scheinman 
 
RUTH SHAPIRO KIDDUSH FUND  
CBJ Mah Jongg Group  
 
FOR THE COMPLETE RECOVERY OF 
Carolynn Licht by Sharon & Irwin Kasser 
 
IN HONOR OF 
Sandra Epstein's special birthday  
 by Jackie & Steve Dines;  
 and by Sharon & Irwin Kasser 
IN MEMORY OF 
Beatrice Friedman, Paula Rose and 
 Joseph Sussman by Joanne & Bernie Arfin 
Barbara Binder Kadden  
 by Jackie & Steve Dines  
Carmen Saint by Vivian Gluck 
Kasser/Gluck yahrzeits  
 by Sharon & Irwin Kasser 
  
SOCIAL ACTION   
 
IN SUPPORT OF 
Home and Hope  
 by Sylvie Blumstein & Uri Ladabaum 
 
TEITELBAUM FAMILY 
EDUCATION FUND 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
Joseph Goldschmid  
 by Joyce & David Goldschmid 
 

Todah rabah to all those who have made contributions to the following CBJ funds. 
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DONATE YOUR USED VEHICLE 
It’s a WIN/WIN for YOU and CBJ 

 
CAR DONATIONS ARE AN EASY WAY TO SUPPORT THE MISSION OF CBJ. 

 
WHY DONATE? 

• Recycling your car saves energy and natural resources  
• Proceeds from the sale of your car help CBJ. 
• You may receive a tax donation if you itemize 
 

WHAT CAN YOU DONATE? 
Cars · Trucks · Boats · Motorcycles · RVs 
ANY OTHER VEHICLE—running or not! 

Jewelry and real estate too! 
 

FREE PICKUP & DMV PROCESSING 
 

Contact Jerry Robbins  
at 650-572-0989 (H) or 650-766-7233 (C),  

or email at robbins42@hotmail.com 

   SUNDAYS MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS FRIDAYS 

8:00 am & 8:05 pm 
Congregation Emek 

Beracha 

8:30 am Chabad 

North Peninsula 

8:30 am Chabad 

Palo Alto 

9:15 am & 7:45 pm 
Congregation Kol 

Emeth 

6:45 am Chabad 

Palo Alto 

8:00 am & 8:05 pm 
Congregation Emek 

Beracha 

7:45 pm 
Congregation Kol 

Emeth 

6:30 am & 8:05 pm 
Congregation Emek 

Beracha 

6:45 am Chabad 

Palo Alto 

8:00 am Peninsula 

Temple Beth El 

7:15 pm Peninsula 

Sinai Congregation 

7:45 pm 
Congregation Kol 

Emeth 

6:30 am & 8:05 pm 
Congregation Emek 

Beracha 

6:45 am Chabad 

Palo Alto 

7:00 am 
Congregation Beth 
Jacob 

7:45 pm 
Congregation Kol 

Emeth 

6:30 am & 8:05 pm 
Congregation Emek 

Beracha 

6:45 am Chabad 

Palo Alto 

6:45 am & 7:45 pm 
Congregation Kol 

Emeth 

7:00 am Peninsula 

Sinai Congregation 

6:30 am 
Congregation Emek 

Beracha 

6:45 am Chabad 

Palo Alto 

(We recommend contacting the synagogues to confirm schedules) 
 

CHABAD NORTH PENINSULA  |  137 North San Mateo Drive, San Mateo  |  650-341-4510  |  chabadnp.com 
CHABAD PALO ALTO  |  3070 Louis Road, Palo Alto  |  650-424-9080  |  chabadpaloalto.com 

CONGREGATION BETH JACOB  |  1550 Alameda de las Pulgas, Redwood City  |  650-366-8481  |  bethjacobrwc.org 
CONGREGATION EMEK BERACHA  |  4102 El Camino Real, Palo Alto  |  650-857-1800  |  emekbaracha.org 

CONGREGATION KOL EMETH  |  650-948-7498  |  kolemeth.org  |  under construction—check website for details 
PENINSULA SINAI CONGREGATION  |  499 Boothbay Avenue, Foster City  |  650-349-2816  |  peninsulasinai.org 

PENINSULA TEMPLE BETH EL  |  1700 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo  |  650-341-7701  |  ptbe.org 

MINYANIM IN THE PENINSULA 
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SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

CHEVRA KADISHA (FD1830) 

 

SERVING THE PENINSULA 

& SOUTH BAY 
Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 

 

777 Woodside Road, Suite C 

Redwood City, CA  (FD 1830) 

 

(650) 369-3636  |  (408) 297-3636 

David Habib,  

Managing Funeral Director (3127) 
Pre-need Arrangements Available 

Nestled in a peaceful, garden-like setting, 

Gan Hazikaron is the only Jewish cemetery 

located on the Mid-Peninsula. 

 

Located at Highway 92 and Skyline Boulevard, 

and situated far from the highway. 

 

Owned by Peninsula Temple Beth El. 

 

For details and an appointment to tour the 

site, call 650-341-7701. 
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THE VOICE DEADLINE  |  The deadline to submit content for the  
March/April 2019 issue is Thursday, Friday, February 1, 2019. Please email 

your articles and photos to Operations Manager,,Rosa Whitten.  
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TOUCHING BASE AT CBJ 
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TOUCHING BASE AT CBJ 

Please recycle this newsletter. 


