
A
ll the Gospels tell the story of Jesus feeding 5000 people (John 6:1-14)  

with only five loaves and two fish. But the Gospel of John focuses our attention 

on the role of a little boy. Faced with a crowd of hungry people, Jesus looked 

for help feeding them. The little boy stepped forward with a modest gift, improbably 

small when set against the size of the crowd.  

Jesus blessed the small gift and distributed it to the crowd. As Rev. Dr. Leah D. Schade 

observes, “Like the folk story of Stone Soup where travelers ask for a large kettle and a 

stone as a starter for the community stew, we might imagine Jesus calling for a basket 

to pass around the food.  It may have looked comical to see such a tiny amount of food 

in such a large basket. But then something interesting happened.  As he passed the 

Feeding the 5000
CAN ONE SMALL GIFT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE AT ALL? 
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Dreaming God’s Dream
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CONSIDER YOUR PLEDGE AS A PERCENT  
OF YOUR MONTHLY INCOME.
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On average, Americans give 2% of their income to charity.  
Giving even 1% more of annual income to charity would be transformative for our  

congregation and other organizations doing good in our community.
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Dreaming God’s Dream

basket to his disciples, suddenly more baskets appeared.  Surprisingly, there was food 

in those baskets as well!”   

We dream big in church. The Gospel moves us to imagine addressing poverty, stop-

ping conflicts, reconciling enemies, and building the kin-dom of God. Our gifts may 

seem small next to the big dreams of our congregation. But like the Feeding of the 

5000, God’s amazing work begins with our small gifts.  

What might God do with what you have to offer? 


