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February 9, 2025

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

' at the Intersection of Faith & Life

WELCOME!

Special greetings to you who are worshipping with us for the first fime. Join us in person or online via
Zoom or at our Facebook live video stream at 10am Sunday:
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchSwampscott/

ABouT Us
We are a community of Christians seeking meaning, purpose, and mission through our participation in
the life of this beautiful local church. We believe that God is Still Speaking and has something new
and essential to say to us as we live in this ever more complex and challenging world. We don’t have
all the answers, but we have some great questions. Together, we rely on the rich resources of the
tradition of our Christian faith, the Bible, the revelation of God'’s love in the person of Jesus Christ, and
the God given gifts of each person here, to lead us in our daily lives.
If you would like to learn more about the life of this church and our mission, please feel free to contact
Pastor lan (pastorian@thefirstchurch.org, 978 308 9426).

If you would like to be added to our weekly newsletter or get access to our online worship, please
send your name and email address to office@thefirstchurch.org.

The rose announces the birth of Lynn Lindsey's grandson, Chase Anderson Massey on Jan. 28.
Parents are Patia and Justin Massey.

GATHERING

* An asterisk is an invitation for the congregation to stand.
OPENING VIDEO

GATHERING Pastor lan
Prelude “Lord, | Want to Be a Christian” Negro Spiritual/Arr. Charles Callahan Patricia Clark
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http://www.ucc.org/vitality/what-matters/we-listen-for-a.html

CALLTO WORSHIP Adapted from UCC “Worship Ways Barbara Gherzi
ONE: There is a good word for you if you are weary.

ALL: ltis the Word of Love, deeper than every despair.

ONE: There is a good word if you have ever felt unworthy.

ALL: ltis the Word of Hope, “Do not be afraid!”

ONE: There is a good word that needs to be heard.

ALL: Itis the Word of Life, that raises up abundant blessings.

One: Let us stand and sing, giving praise to God.

*HYMN #337 “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult (GALIEE)” William H. Jude/Cecil F. Alexander

Public Domain
Choir with Congregation
Jesus calls us o'er the fumult
Of our life's wild, restless sea;
Day by day his sweet voice sounding,
Saying, "Christian, follow me."

Long ago apostles heard it
By the Galilean lake,
Turned from home, and toil, and kindred,
Leaving all for His dear sake.

Jesus calls us from the worship
Of the vain world’s golden store,
From each idol that would keep us,
Saying, “Christian, love me more.”

In our joys and in our sorrows,
Days of toil and hours of ease,
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”

Jesus calls us—By your mercies,
Savior, may we hear your call,
Give our hearts to your obedience,
Serve and love you best of all.

WORDS OF WELCOME Pastor lan
INVITATION TO PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

HYMN #623 “Woke Up This Morning” Negro Spiritual
Public Domain Choir with Congregation
Woke up this mornin' with my mind, and it was stayed on Jesus (3x)
Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Can't hate your neighbor with your mind if you keep stayed on Jesus...
Walkin' and talkin' with my mind and it is stayed on Jesus...
Singing and shouting with my mind and it is stayed on Jesus...



PROCLAMATION

Luke 5:1-11 Barbara Gherzi

Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret and the crowd was pressing in
on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had
gotten out of them and were washing their nets. He got intfo one of the boats, the one belonging to
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds
from the boat.

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down
your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught
nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down the nets.”

When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to burst. So
they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both
boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees, saying,
“Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were astounded at
the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When
they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

SERMON Just one more time ... Pastor lan

HYMN #342 “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” Cesareo Gabarain
Text and music © 1979, 1987, Cesdreo Gabardin. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission of ONE LICENSE#A-727774

ALL: Lord, you have come to the lakeshore
looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones.
You only asked me to follow humbly.

REFRAIN/ALL: O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me,
And while smiling, have spoken my name.
Now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me;
by your side | will seek other seas.

HIGH VOICES: You know so well my possessions;
my boat carries no gold and no weapons;
You will find there my nets and labor. REFRAIN

LOW VOICES: You need my hands, full of caring,
through my labors to give others rest,
and constant love that keeps on loving. REFRAIN

ALL: You, who have fished other oceans,
Ever longed for by souls who are waiting,
My loving friend, as thus you call me. REFRAIN



TIME OF PRAYER

One: Let us prepare ourselves for a time of prayer. Rebecca Kinchley
If you are online, you are invited to add your prayers using the Chat function in the Zoom application

CALL TO PRAYER:
May the Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.

Let us pray.
SPOKEN PRAYERS
One: We lift up these prayers to you, O Lord. Rebecca Kinchley
A TIME FOR PRAYERS FROM THE CONGREGATION (CHAT FUNCTION, PRAYER BOOK). Pastor lan

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we
Forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

HYMN #522 “Loving Only You, O Christ (AMARTE SOLO)" Luis Ferrer (AMARTE SOLO)
Published by Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) A division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used with permission of ONE LICENSE#A-
727774 Choir and Congregation

Loving only you, O Christ, loving only you, O Christ,
Loving only you, O Christ, and never looking back,
| follow in your steps, my Lord, while never giving up, my Lord,
| fall before your altar, Lord, while never looking back.

Loving only you, O Christ, carrying your cross, O Christ,
Loving only you, O Christ, | seek to do your will.
| will protect the weak, my Lord, while never giving up, my Lord.
| will proclaim your reign, my Lord, while never turning back.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor lan

GOING FORTH
BENEDICTION Pastor lan



HYMN #187 “Blessed are the Persecuted” Tonga Melody/Adapt. Esther C. Bergen
Text: Tonga; based on Matthew 5; anon. ; adapt. Esther C. Bergen, © 1990 Mennonite World Conferenc. Used with permission of ONE
LICENSE #A-727774
Choir with Congregation
CHOIR: Blessed are the persecuted,
For Jesus Chirist is living within them.

REFRAIN:/ALL Great will be their reward, they shall be giv'n a crown,
When the Lord comes from heav'n to meet them.

CHOIR: Blessed are they, who are hungry
in spirit for the Lord lives within them. REFRAIN

CHOIR: Blessed are the pure in heart,
For Jesus Christ is living within them. REFRAIN

CHOIR: Blessed are they who are thirsty in spirit,
For the Lord lives within them. REFRAIN

CLOSING Pastor lan

Facebook stream ends, Zoom greetings Breakout Rooms
MUSICIANS: First Church Choir with Patricia Clark

USHERS: Connie Zimmerman

CoFrree HosTs: Lorraine Angel, with Lorraine Follis (baking)

OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT

We, The First Church in Swampscott, Congregational, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming
church. We are called by God through Jesus Christ to follow the Great Commandment “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10: 27)

We joyfully welcome everyone of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, ages, races,
and ethnicities, economic and social statuses, physical, mental and emotional abilities, faith
backgrounds, marital standings and family structures into our community, to share in the full life,
leadership and ministry of First Church.

We celebrate the wonderfully rich and diverse world God has created and
embrace the joy and growth this diversity inspires. All who seek to know God are encouraged to join
with us as we work to live out our mission in faith and love.
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