The Church as Innkeeper

“All humanity are our neighbors.”
St. Augustine of Hippo

he familiar Parable of the Good Samaritan tells the story of the Priest and

the Levite who walked past a person in the ditch and the Good Samaritan

who stopped to help. We often overlook another character in the story: the
innkeeper. The Good Samaritan brought the wounded person to the inn, where the
innkeeper nursed them to health until the Good Samaritan returned.

Saint Augustine, reflecting on this parable, highlights the unique role of the innkeeper,
who provided a place where healing could happen. What would it mean to understand
our congregation as an “inn" for Good Samaritan work? Can we see our community as
a place where healing happens?
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The innkeeper’s role included managing resources, ensuring the inn's readiness, and
extending mercy and help - roles we mirror when we care for one another and open
ourselves up to caring for those in our community.

Focusing on the innkeeper can also challenge the ways we operate our building.
Having a building is not the point of church. Rather, the building serves as a tool of our
ministry. A church facility matters only because it can facilitate our mission.

Your gifts to our congregation help us provide a place of healing in our community,
an "inn" where Good Samaritan ministry can happen.

CONSIDER YOUR PLEDGE AS A PERCENT
OF YOUR MONTHLY INCOME.

ponual Monthly — pe, 3% 4% 5% 10%

20,000 1,667 33 50 67 83 167
25,000 2,083 42 63 83 104 208
30,000 2500 50 75 100 125 250
35000 2917 58 88 117 146 292
40,000 3333 67 100 133 167 333
45000 3,750 75 113 150 188 375
50,000 41167 83 125 167 208 417
60,000 5,000 100 150 200 250 500
75000 6,250 125 188 250 313 625
100,000 8333 167 250 333 417 833
125,000 10,417 208 313 417 521 1042

150,000 12,500 250 375 500 625 1250
200,000 16,667 333 500 667 833 1667

On average, Americans give 2% of their income to charity.
Giving even 1% more of annual income to charity would be transformative for our
congregation and other organizations doing good in our community.
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NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG.



