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LOCAL CONGREGATION OFFERS A “DINING WITH FRIENDS” 
EVENT TO SUPPORT AID UPSTATE 

 

Anderson, SC – On Friday September 16, from 5:30pm-8:00pm people affected by HIV living in 

Anderson will receive much needed support.  North Anderson Community Church Presbyterian 

invites the Anderson community to join them on their Church campus at 4200 Liberty Highway 

for a “Pompous Pig” BBQ. The event begins at 5:30. Tickets are available at the door; a 

minimum $25 donation to AID Upstate is requested. 

 

More than just a BBQ, the event theme is “Into The Woods.”  Guests and performers (the Market 

Theatre Broadway performers, an ukulele band, Bluegrass players and pianists) meet in the new 

stage area in the woods for dining, live entertainment, a drawing for prizes and a Twilight 

Labyrinth Walk to remember and honor folks affected by HIV related disease. 

 

AID Upstate was incorporated in 1987 in response to the AIDS pandemic and its effect on 

Anderson, Greenville, Oconee and Pickens Counties. “In 1987, we provided palliative care and 

support as our friends and loved ones passed away,” explains Greg Campbell, AID Upstate’s 

associate director. “Today is a much different world. HIV is a chronic, manageable disease much 

like diabetes or hypertension.”  People are living longer with HIV.  Medications are available to 

manage the disease. For those who take the medications, this allows them to lead fairly normal 



lives. Unfortunately, these medications are expensive; however, with community support and 

Federal funding, every AID Upstate client who wants to take the medications has access to them. 

 

 

In 2003 AID Upstate opened a location in Anderson to serve our community. Three hundred 

HIV-positive people live in Anderson according to South Carolina Department of Health and 

Environmental Control (2015 surveillance data).  Over 500 are affected by the disease either as a 

patient or through their family.  “Often we don’t think about the young children living with HIV+ 

parents,” says Andy Hall, Director of Aid Upstate. “These children see their parents struggle 

with the disease, and they feel the uncertainty that always hangs over their home.” Oftentimes 

finances are insufficient to buy enough food for the month or pay the electric bill in order to have 

heat and that’s where Aid Upstate steps in. 

 

Community support plays a vital role in providing medications, medical treatments, housing, 

food and other support services to AID Upstate clients.  The support NACCP raises from “Into 

The Woods” will be used to provide these services to Anderson Clients. “AID Upstate has been 

the action organization to help people for many years,” says Diane Lee, NACCP member. 

“We’ve seen the work they do right here in our neighborhood, and we invite the Anderson 

community to join us in supporting this worthy organization and our neighbors living with HIV.” 

For more information about this event, contact http://www.aidupstate.org or call Diane Lee, 

Event Coordinator at (864) 940-1002. 

 

Submitted by Ellie Wilson, Elder and member of Signature Ministry Committee, North 

Anderson Community Church Presbyterian (864) 787-2710 


