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Foothills Presbytery 
Staying Connected Missional Grant Application 

 
Please complete the below information and submit to Foothills Presbytery office at 
lwhite@foothillspresbytery.org. Please put “Missional Grant” in the subject line. The Staying Connected Grants 
Committee will prayerfully review your application, and if needed, may request additional information. You can 
expect to receive a response by April 10. 
 
Contact Information:  
 
Church Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________     Phone: _______________________________ 
 
Date submitted: ___________ Date of Session approval to apply for assistance: _____________ 
 
Before applying please read…“Where is Our Beach?”: A Missional Question 
This short anecdote from Tyger River Presbyterian Church is included below to help you 
imagine what a Missional Project may look like for your Congregation. 
 
Project Proposal Information: 
 

1. Briefly describe your missional project. Where is God moving in your community, and how will you 
join in God’s work?  

 
 
 

2. What financial resources is your Session committing to this?   
 
 

 
 

3. What other types of resources are being committed? 
 
 
 

 
4. What is the amount your Session requests?  

mailto:lwhite@foothillspresbytery.org
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“Where is Our Beach?” 
A Missional Question 

Hudson Neely, Tyger River Presbyterian Church 
 
In the summer of 2019, my family got to spend a few days at a friend’s house on Ocean Isle Beach in North 
Carolina. It happened to be the same week a pastor I used to work with in Nashville was vacationing with his 
family. They went to Ocean Isle almost every summer so he knew about a Sunday morning worship service 
held near his rental home. He invited our family to park in their driveway and walk over to the service with 
them. 
 
The worship service was hosted by Shallotte Presbyterian, which has been doing a weekly service on the beach 
for 54 summers. The service is primarily a ministry for vacationers, though I believe some of their own 
members attend regularly as well. There were people from all over the east coast in attendance, and some of 
them had been attending these beach services for dozens of years. 
 
The service was short, maybe 30 minutes. It was just a couple songs, a children’s moment, and a brief sermon. 
There were 100 or so people in attendance. Some were dressed up a bit, but most of us were in our beach 
gear. Greeters from Shallotte welcomed attenders with song lyrics, juice, coffee, and donuts. As my family 
worshiped from the back (so our kids could build sandcastles and run back and forth to the donut table), a 
question kept coming to mind… 
 
“Where is our beach?” 
 
While working together in Nashville, my pastor friend and I had spent many hours studying and discussing 
Missional Theology. Shallotte Presbyterian’s beach ministry is, I think, a pretty good example of a missional 
ministry. Craig Van Gelder, one of the leading voices in Missional Theology, has written, “It is not the church of 
God that has a mission in the world, but the God of mission that has a church in the world…God is on the move 
and the church is always catching up with him. We join his mission.” 
 
For over five decades now, Shallotte Presbyterian has made the effort to meet God where God is already 
moving… at the beach. For half a century, this church has invested significant time, energy, and finances to 
meet people where they are… at the beach.  
 
“Where is our beach?” I just couldn’t shake that question. How do we join in God’s movement and mission in 
our community? How do we meet people where they are? Where is our beach? 
 
The next morning I was sitting on the beach when a news story popped up on my phone. Tyger River Park, just 
2 miles from our church (Tyger River Presbyterian), was about to host 92 softball teams – 4,000 players, family 
members, and friends. Some of these teams would be arriving from as far away as Texas and Massachusetts to 
compete in USA Softball Junior Olympic Cup. 
Tyger River Park isn’t a beach, but it does have a giant sandbox at its sprawling playground. And although the 
park isn’t on the ocean, it does have a massive splash pad. And so I wondered, “Is this our beach?” 
 
On the beach with us that morning was one of my wife’s friends. What I learned that day is that her husband 
was a college softball coach and helped organize many of the tournaments held at Tyger River Park. She was a 
former competitive softball player herself and grew up traveling for games and tournaments. So I “pitched” 
the idea…  
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What if Tyger River Presbyterian hosted a Sunday morning worship service at Tyger River Park for families and 
friends attending tournaments? Perhaps, like vacationers at Ocean Isle, some of these players and families 
would appreciate the opportunity to worship while away from home. Is this our beach? 
 
A few months later our church did have the opportunity to host one service in the park before COVID hit. But 
we really don’t know yet how far this idea will go. It could be a homerun, which would be great. Or it could be 
a strikeout, and that would be okay too. Because either way, this question has been a gift to our church and 
will continue to guide us forward… “Where is our beach?” Where is God moving around us, and how can we 
join in God’s mission? 
 
As your congregation considers applying for a Missional Grant, you’re invited to think and pray on this 
question, “Where is God moving in your community, and how can you join in God’s work?” 
 
Where is our beach? 
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