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PCUSA Environmental Ministries 

 

 

 

 Foothills Presbytery Area Highlights: 
 
PC(USA) congregations have joined thousands of Ecumenical houses of worship in ordering 
Eco-Palms for use in so many creative ways on Palm Sunday over the last few years. Working 
together, we do make a difference! 
 
Supply chain issues are impacting all areas of our lives but the orders of these palms mean 
livelihood for harvesters, now, more than ever. 
 
Congregations that order Eco-Palms should receive an email containing your order number 
the day you place your order.  
 
The Monday before Palm Sunday, customers can log into their account to get the FedEx 
tracking number to show when the palms should arrive. 
 
Eco-Palms staff can be contacted by phone at 651-487-7189. 
Pricing can be found on the Eco-Palms site.                      https://www.ecopalms.org/ 
 
Order Deadline (2026 Season) 

• Website Opens: January 16th, 2026 
• Order cutoff : March 7th, 2026 
• Tracking Numbers for Deliveries Posted on your Order Page: March 23rd, 2026 
• Deliveries:  week prior to Palm Sunday (March 23rd - 27th, 2026 
• Palm Sunday:  March 29th, 2026 

 
Make social and environmental justice part of your congregation’s worship  
The great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So 
they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord — the King of Israel!” (John 12:12-13)  
Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, accented by the jubilant waving of palm branches, is re-
enacted each Palm Sunday in Presbyterian and other Christian congregations worldwide as 
Holy Week observances begin. Unfortunately for the communities where these palms are 
harvested, palm fronds do not always represent the same jubilation they do for us.  

February 2026 Issue 

Manella Calhoun - mhc.clemson@gmail.com 

 

https://www.ecopalms.org/
https://www.ecopalms.org/


  

  Page 2 of 21 

In 2007 the PC(USA) teamed up with Lutheran World Relief, Catholic Relief Services and the 
University of Minnesota to offer congregations the option of purchasing responsibly 
harvested Eco-Palm branches for Palm Sunday. The palms come from communities in 
Mexico and Guatemala where workers are paid fairly and engage in sustainable harvesting in 
order to protect the local ecosystem.  
 
Why order Eco-Palms? 

• Approximately 300 million palm fronds are consumed in the United States annually. 
• A congregation of 1,250 members orders approximately 700 fronds for Palm Sunday 

services. 
• Eco-palms are purchased directly from harvesters at five to six times the normal 

payment per frond. 
• Your purchase of eco-palms helps improve standards of living and protect forests. 

 
Eco-Palms and your church: your role in supporting social and environmental justice 
More than 300 million palm fronds are harvested each year for U.S. consumption alone — 
most of them for Palm Sunday, but also for floral displays for church-related events. Your 
congregation’s commitment to purchase eco-palms plays an important role in protecting 
forests, local jobs, and sustainable livelihoods in the harvesting communities. 
 
 
Reformed & Always Being Reformed - Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.)                                                 https://pcusa.org/ 
                        
https://pcusa.org/daily/devotion 
 
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love 
kindness and to walk humbly with your God?                             
Author          Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 
 
PHP’s new Church Based Community Organizing resource: 
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/0891-PHP-CBCO%20Resource%20WEB.pdf 
 
All versions of the Lent calendar is online: https://pcusa.org/resource/tread-lightly-lent-lent-
calendar, Below is the items from February 18.   

February 

18 Ash Wednesday 

Read Matthew 6:19-21. Consider what you see as treasure and how we are entrusted 

with the great treasure of our shared common home, the Earth. 

https://lwr.org/
https://www.crs.org/
https://cinram.umn.edu/
https://pcusa.org/daily/devotion
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/0891-PHP-CBCO%20Resource%20WEB.pdf
https://pcusa.org/resource/tread-lightly-lent-lent-calendar
https://pcusa.org/resource/tread-lightly-lent-lent-calendar
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19 

Set aside time to plan steps of intentional care for all God’s creation over the next 40 

days. 

20 

Learn more about using sustainable palms in your worship.                                                                

Order online: https://tinyurl.com/ecopalmspcusa 

21 

Download the Climate Action Now app to take meaningful climate action on your phone 

in just seconds or minutes. www.climateactionnow.com 

22 

Challenge yourself to drink only water today. It takes 600 cups of water to produce a 

single cup of coffee, and 125 cups of water to produce a cup of tea. 

23 

Read Psalm 96:11-12 and reflect on one way you see the Earth rejoicing. 

24 

Carry or write down every item of trash you generate today. Challenge yourself to 

reduce the trash you produce for the remaining days of Lent.  

25 

Read Job 12:7-10. Consider what Creation might teach you today. 

26 

Open blinds and curtains on the sunny side of your house to let the sun shine in. Using 

the sun to naturally warm your home, which reduces reliance on energy-intensive 

furnaces, cutting energy bills, and lowering your carbon footprint. 

27 

Download Creation Justice Ministries annual resource to be prepared to celebrate Earth 

Day Sunday (4/19) www.creationjustice.org/earth-day-library.html 

28 

Take a walk to appreciate the Earth’s natural beauty. Consider why preserving the Earth 

is crucial for the health of future generations and tell two people. 

 

March 

1 

Read and reflect on Romans 8:22-23. Consider what we as humans do that makes 

Creation groan. 

https://tinyurl.com/ecopalmspcusa
http://www.climateactionnow.com/
http://www.creationjustice.org/earth-day-library.html
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2 

Explore how other faith other regard Creation in their prayers: 

https://gipl.org/blog/interfaith-prayers-for-the-world-day-of-prayer-for-creation 

3 

Consider where/when you have experienced the goodness of Creation? Share this with 

three people. 

4 

Pray: God, we stand in awe of your gift of Creation. Teach us to be responsible recipients 

of this gift. Illuminate our role in stewarding it well. Amen. 

5 

Learn more about the One Billion for Peace Pledge by Bioearth adopted by the 226 th 

General Assembly of the PC(USA)L https://www.bioearth.org/sustainable-peace 

6 

Learn more about some critiques of AI use in the church: 

https://tinyurl.com/aiperilschurch 

7 

Learn about search engine options that don’t use AI: 

https://tinyurl.com/aisearchoptions 

8 

Pray: God of Enough, remind those of us who have taken more than we need to that 

enough is more than enough. And let that remembering drive us to fight for change in 

this world. Amen. 

9 

Read Isaiah 42:5. Spend 3 minutes reflecting on the breath that fills your lungs and say a 

prayer for all those living in situations where clean air is not afforded to them. 

10 

Explore your carbon footprint and get personal tips on how to make smarter climate 

choices. https://www.lifestylecalculator.com/doconomy 

11 

Read about the PC(USA) at the UN’s COP30: https://tinyurl.com/pcusacop30 

12 

Pray: God of all time and places, in the rising and setting of the sun and the cycles of 

tides, in the growth of wildflowers, may we remember the goodness of God. Amen. 

 

https://gipl.org/blog/interfaith-prayers-for-the-world-day-of-prayer-for-creation
https://tinyurl.com/aiperilschurch
https://tinyurl.com/aisearchoptions
https://www.lifestylecalculator.com/doconomy
https://tinyurl.com/pcusacop30
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13 

Watch this Ted Talk to learn more about the relationship between climate justice and 

racial justice: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkIpeO1r0NI 

Share it with 2 friends. 

14 

Take a walk in your neighborhood and pick up as many pieces of litter as you can and 

challenge five friends to do the same. 

15 

Time your shower today and challenge yourself to decrease the time by 40% for the 

next shower time. 

16 

Read and Reflect on Psalm 118:1-2; 24-25. 

17 

Pray: “Creator of the waterfalls and deserts, who refreshes us daily, help us to be more 

like your son, Jesus Christ, as we care for our neighbors, human and animal alike. Amen” 

18 

Check your water heater temperature. 120 degrees is usually hot enough; if it is hotter 

turn it down. 

19 

For Easter baskets, buy Fair Trade chocolate, dried fruit, tea and coffee or small gifts 

made by women’s cooperatives! Fair trade helps farmers and workers around the world. 

20 

Use the map online at https://tinyurl.com/pcusaeccmap 

 to find the closest Earth Care Congregation to you and say a prayer for them. 

21 

Encourage your congregation to say no to styrofoam and plastic, invite congregants to 

carry their own mugs or use the churches reusable ones for church fellowship times. 

22 

Celebrate the animal kingdom by watching https://youtu.be/FJRuG2C8nqQ 

 and consider planning an animal blessing. 

23 

Pray: God of all, instill in us the knowledge that we are called upon to tend and care for 

your garden. Grant us the wisdom to cultivate it for the good of all, so that all your 

creatures may be fed from the bounty of your creation. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkIpeO1r0NI
https://tinyurl.com/pcusaeccmap
https://youtu.be/FJRuG2C8nqQ
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24 

Sign up for Blessed Tomorrow’s Climate Ambassador Program: 

https://blessedtomorrow.org/take-the-training/ 

25 

Eat low on the food chain today and consider committing to one or more meat-free 

days a week for the next month: www.mondaycampaigns.org/meatless-monday 

26 

Track the miles you drive for the next week and consider a donation to offset your 

carbon use. You can use this calculator to determine dollar amounts and give to your 

choice of organization: https://tinyurl.com/calcarbon 

27 

Check your tire pressure. Low tire pressure means high energy/fuel consumption 

28 

Participate in Earth Hour by switching off all electricity at 8:30pm local time in solidarity 

with global efforts to secure nature and our home: www.earthhour.org 

29 

Passion/Palm Sunday HOLY WEEK 

As we think about Christ’s journey this Holy Week, take space to acknowledge that while 

it is easy to be overwhelmed with climate injustice, we do not travel alone. 

30 

Research solutions to support children, youth and their parent’s mental health as they 

navigate the impacts of a changing climate: https://tinyurl.com/btccmh 

31 

Fast from indifference today. Pope Francis said, “The more-common opposite of the 

love of God – of God’s compassion – is indifference” Seek out opportunities to advocate 

for the environment and the underserved. 

 

April 

1 

Storytelling is a powerful tool to inspire and engage people. Consider what your climate 

story is and download this canvas to help you share it with others: 

www.digitalstorytellers.com.au/the-story-canvas 

 

https://blessedtomorrow.org/take-the-training/
http://www.mondaycampaigns.org/meatless-monday
https://tinyurl.com/calcarbon
http://www.earthhour.org/
https://tinyurl.com/btccmh
http://www.digitalstorytellers.com.au/the-story-canvas
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2 Maundy Thursday 

Take time to write or call an elected official about climate change or another creation 

care issue. Find your elected officials: www.usa.gov/elected-officials  

3 Good Friday 

Consider Mary Magdalene’s grief while simultaneously holding onto hope. Journal about 

how you are holding on to hope. 

4 Great Vigil of Easter 

Reflect on the quiet of the tomb and the stillness of waiting. Take a moment in creation 

as it reflects this stillness. 

5 Easter 

Give with joy to the One Great Hour of Sharing www.pcusa.org/oghs 

           For further learning and action 

Find a more complete list of ideas for congregational Earth-care activities in the 

Earth Care Congregations guide: www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations 

 

Become a member of the grassroots organization Presbyterians for Earth Care: 

www.presbyearthcare.org 

 

Read our blog, Eco-Justice Journey: https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/blogs/eco-

journey 

 

Download Earth Day Sunday materials: www.creationjustice.org 

 

Stay up to date on public policy concerns through the Office of Public Witness: 

http://pcusa.org/washington 

 

Support tree-planting, carbon sequestration, and climate-friendly projects to 

help curb the impacts of climate change: https://pcusa.org/donate/e865715-tree-fund-

restore-creation 

Support the sustainable living work of the Presbyterian Hunger Program through gifts        

to the Hunger Fund H999999 . 

Please visit us at pcusa.org/hunger to learn more about ongoing opportunities for 

http://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
http://www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations
http://www.presbyearthcare.org/
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/blogs/eco-journey
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/blogs/eco-journey
http://www.creationjustice.org/
http://pcusa.org/washington
https://pcusa.org/donate/e865715-tree-fund-restore-creation
https://pcusa.org/donate/e865715-tree-fund-restore-creation


  

  Page 8 of 21 

simple living, environmental justice, alleviating poverty and eliminating root causes of 

hunger. 

“…God’s work in creation is too wonderful, too ancient, too beautiful, too good to be 
desecrated…Restoring creation is God’s own work in our time, in which God comes both to 
judge and to restore…” 
—PC(USA) Environmental Policy 
 

 
Presbyterians for Earth Care  (PEC)    
https://presbyearthcare.org/ 

 
227th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
June 22 – July 2, 2026 
 
https://presbyearthcare.org/general-assembly-2026/ 

2026 Earth Care Lenten Devotional  

Free Download 

Our 2026 Lenten Devotional was made possible by the volunteers 

contributing their devotions as well as Spanish language collaboration with 
our partner organization Red Presbiteriana para el Cuidado de la Creación. 

Thank you to all of the writers who contributed! 

 

CLICK HERE to download the English language translation of the Lenten 

Devotional.  
CLICK HERE to download the Lenten Devotional in Spanish. 
 

Would you like to receive each devotion on its designated date in 
your email Inbox?  If so, you can request devotional emails (both 

English and Spanish translations) through Lent by signing up with 
your email. 

 

  

  

CLICK HERE to Sign Up for Devotion  

Emails  

 

https://presbyearthcare.org/
https://presbyearthcare.org/general-assembly-2026/
https://list-manage.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=d0e15530f1&e=e5bb9b96d4
https://list-manage.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=94e8eaadbe&e=e5bb9b96d4
https://list-manage.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=f87e6731d7&e=e5bb9b96d4
https://list-manage.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=ab5eb237ac&e=e5bb9b96d4
https://list-manage.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=ab5eb237ac&e=e5bb9b96d4
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National Council of Churches of Christ - Eco-Justice Program Office  
 

http://www.creationjustice.org/ 

 
 

Together, we're protecting, restoring, and rightly sharing God's creation. 

 

https://www.creationjustice.org/action.html 

 

https://www.creationjustice.org/52ways2026.html 

 

https://www.creationjustice.org/earth-day-library.html 

 

2026 Annual Resource 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Download Canopy of Creation 

Download our 2026 Annual Resource, Canopy of Creation here!  

"In cities across the United States, there is a striking correlation between historic redlining 

maps and modern day tree canopy maps: precisely those communities that were historically 

redlined are the same ones that lack tree canopy coverage. As you layer on other social and 

economic factors, like race, income, and asthma rates, the trend continues. The dearth of trees 

in a community portends other issues of justice"  

 

Download this resource to access: 

• Songs 

• Sermon Starters 

• Reflections 

• Sacred Stories 

• Theological Framing 

 

 

 

 
 

Creation Justice Ministries 

http://www.creationjustice.org/
https://www.creationjustice.org/action.html
https://www.creationjustice.org/52ways2026.html
https://www.creationjustice.org/canopyofcreation.html
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                                                                                https://fronteradecristo.org/ 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
"Your case has been approved. Welcome to the United States." 
 
These were the last words Federal Immigration Judge Jeremiah Johnson said from the bench 
before being fired the Friday before Thanksgiving 2025. He joined us for last week's "Healing Our 
Borders" Prayer Vigil and encouraged us with his presence, his joy even in the face of being fired, 
and his commitment to seeking to uphold that part of our country's history/values/mythology that 
says we are a nation of immigrants who are a city on a hill and a refuge for "the tired, the poor, the 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free." 
 
Appointed in 2017 during the first Trump administration, Judge Johnson is one of 100 immigration 
judges who have been fired this year for being "too welcoming." Close to another 150 judges have 
chosen to retire or leave, bringing down the total number of immigration judges from 700 at the 
beginning of this year, an already inadequate number, to less than 500. 
 
The current administration continues to dramatically curtail the number of legal avenues for 
immigrants to enter or to remain in the country, to target persons who are in the asylum process, 
and to aggressively revoke legal status for Haitians, Venezuelans, Somalians, and Nepalese, as well 
persons from other nationalities who previously have had protected status in the United States. 
 
In January, we saw the aggressive enforcement operations of our federal ICE and Border Patrol in 
the streets of Minneapolis as well as the community standing in solidarity with the most vulnerable 
populations in their midst. Two US citizens, a poet and a nurse, were both shot and killed by our 
federal agents. Children were used as bait. Car windows of citizens and non-citizens smashed, and 
people violently dragged out of their cars. 
 
"Welcome," as well as "compassion," "empathy," and "love," have become "four letter" words for our 
federal government, but these values and practices continue to be core to our call to discipleship 
rooted in Jesus' life, teachings, and ministry. 
 
May God give us courage and wisdom to live lives of welcome, compassion, and love and to 
accompany the most vulnerable among us in these challenging times. 
 
Peace, 
Miriam Maldonado and Mark Adams 
 

Café Justo Now Available!  
 

https://fronteradecristo.org/
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CAFÉ JUSTO IS AVAILABLE AGAIN, after a few challenges in 
the latter part of 2025.  
 
The new price through the coffee and compassion order 
page will be $15 per pound, which includes shipping, with a 
two-pound minimum. The new price reflects the first 
increase in price in 4 years and only second in 14 years which, 
when combined with the falling value of the dollar, the 150% 
increase in the Mexican minimum wage over the last 6 years, 
and the pandemic-fueled inflation, led to severe cash flow 
issues for the coffee cooperative.  

 

Priority will be given to shipping back orders (at the old price), and the new price of $15 will 
apply only to new orders beginning February 1, 2026. 
 
Click here to order 

 

 
 
 

A close look at our Earth!  https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/ 

Latest Images of the Day 

View the Image of the Day archive 
 

  

 

  

 

Home Reef Adds On 

The Tongan volcano expanded its mid-Pacific real estate 

during its latest eruptive phase. 
 

https://kuh8asdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XlpkyhrcjI2wyGt1oRK6mA42rFXuUpU6olhEyKCRN2PI5CqPSJAohIllBFqWCC_s0XZZSWCofkUOnOnKgftyqY7bwHlZ_YC5RluuMaWVlAv9p__r9v9Qm2hbZE0DrapBbJ-KUU_DRjafOZ1qvQKh6cnhyoIUU5_NntDaYfgeWF7CaajaVbyAbItxxFD8MVu4Jp2XMdzS7rOhbwRDiqhHqeqX-4Q6s1n_pHNDjf7IOO7l7-HMvcgfrd3LUqfx6-z6&c=iJgFsK-k7ELZ0S2vzgjsZx2LuWv7BApXV8Lwf6wYp6KUMGpYmEdeIw==&ch=vowrBx6s35dhsyRW8FxBDlbqbSW09Z88mTqAsLNxyu4cZYi8E3_HsA==
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/
https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdANRA7JMd0KXXPrqWK4BER7sBFFmDWv4zac_U3gOwFRDTMlx6dXQbYzBcKeFmx5igQOVSfn62LuPMbtQl2R0eHEfxIA97jHZc8mqwHdc4MzTctfKLQ9m_IiWKES_O-RVoLzhWMSA-GrLvrFq05vt8V1on96hiskrEA==&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdDO-rUp1Yd2EyLwOHOUuc4khGeRZWJtkJ3sHNStk1TUvdBF1olGQ6JgeqyyDIGvWY8wDQwWYkEykC2sRKOgPpIkIoaFWW7sE7RCsWSoK440-M7CMlPGLCMH9OpQDm35f98fmIxc2C3t3KnqiGV0AddmXBjZ7XP7Hhh_IWtesMSas&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdDO-rUp1Yd2EyLwOHOUuc4khGeRZWJtkJ3sHNStk1TUvdBF1olGQ6JgeqyyDIGvWY8wDQwWYkEykC2sRKOgPpIkIoaFWW7sE7RCsWSoK440-M7CMlPGLCMH9OpQDm35f98fmIxc2C3t3KnqiGV0Addl_VSm0xkwUnzatct5ToJvL&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
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Surveying Popes Creek 

George Washington was born along this tidal creek in 

Virginia and, as a teenager, made one of his first surveying 

maps of the surrounding lands. 
 

  

 

Stonebreen’s Beating Heart 

The glacier in southeastern Svalbard pulses with the 

changing seasons, speeding up and slowing its flow toward 

the sea. 
 

  

 

Reaching Top Speed in the Dolomites 

Cortina d'Ampezzo, flanked by steep-sided mountain 

peaks, is the site of several skiing and sliding events in the 

2026 Winter Olympics and Paralympics. 
 

  

 

Summer Heat Hits Southeastern Australia 

January brought blistering extremes Down Under as record 

temperatures scorched the nation’s southeast. 
 

  

 

More from Notes From the Field blog 

• NASA Flies Through a Volcanic Laboratory: Rincón de la Vieja 

An ecologist, a volcanologist, and a chemist walk into a forest… it sounds like the beginning of a bad 

https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdKMtTmkkyaepDz-_-GhgswhNZVCPVTa0tZKli--r_9jymo6jHsaJpmsd_RVHF8bQCUQAb4e03NRYBeieZQpf2MsWwuyMS-B9g-kHC5nCdqtffiNr0OiATZSQrGZuHBch1bZ7vrGKeJ1bxQpy_zT4Flcafia4MNeB33A78kAQleJ9AEg_f9uORFA=&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdKMtTmkkyaepHqKL-MPfEDJ_kRu2nenzJhKY9ebIV-d1DNVYvknBh3ch6pMB8PFMbXrd1t986ONyemECYtwVDLP5tMYN6EuKGNR5rdiDG9IRB_8oFMaUXfV6u2I_0tOkoFhWWu5q2VOIDN-RzqcDsoRxrLySGe7HctngCNLQvPVMncO91rEiFc8=&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdKMtTmkkyaepbOppE6ClO1tzgzQ13Ok8vMhp7PYDKb-BE7BnVUXIy-W9pPCmP0WHovT8GKBlZ-ruifgqYNxAeD9iVvKptItBmaj_gzcdnXyIr2vqiylTtyYJSjxhIGsL3x2eMQW_Y3W7iXyXuqrH91Cij3BZ2fx_0mW4rNVrdkeXOe4NwjBrMLDiSCFA7u0jIQ==&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdACv6wkKceAuCWph1eU-MOUKU3zWAQvrEMypLXZgyBAMA9-q9O_lfJieRFH1T-63MOtcRsS11oqSIxU5rE8Lpb1vxOGnKn8R4HS0UCAdy6ZRT-3_74PSUQ8me1sgO7AvR77NzSeiLcSUTAvcTWjUCuwlWuGZ2PQGXEeWnpRFZN1Ay_fhpae2kKbNFYQkMel488dxdnizsYQf&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
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https://il9gskebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q0BSLnFHC39HA17SsdTAyz3ayvmO9-kyXY05Dvf63gyZLBaFaBLQdKMtTmkkyaepHqKL-MPfEDJ_kRu2nenzJhKY9ebIV-d1DNVYvknBh3ch6pMB8PFMbXrd1t986ONyemECYtwVDLP5tMYN6EuKGNR5rdiDG9IRB_8oFMaUXfV6u2I_0tOkoFhWWu5q2VOIDN-RzqcDsoRxrLySGe7Hco5W-4ekrqpQOwjWd7qNKxs=&c=Q6LGHgNmpEqHkA5AFFb2VD-TytPypJm0qjJPIzwXM4h4Q9rwt0hMJQ==&ch=ln-cTvC6J7kOOabj7V-b7JJDl3JGrN6r8pgur_RSVyWQ9Htnbv-kEw==
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joke, but this very real collaboration between scientists from NASA and the Universidad de Costa 

Rica (University of Costa Rica) continues decades of cross-disciplinary work that is currently 

providing insight into the future of the planet. 
 

NASA Earth Observatory 

Where every day is Earth day 

Visit science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-

observatory 
 

Follow NASAEarth 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday  

by Liz Theoharis 

Over the past weeks and months I have been hearing a lot about food. 

Immigrant families in Minneapolis too afraid to go to work, school, or the 

grocery store because of the violent presence of ICE on the streets. Emergency food distribution 

centers in Kansas running out of food because the need is so great. New Disabled South receiving 

18,588 applications totaling $4.1 million worth of $100 and $250 requests for emergency 

assistance during the November 2025 government shutdown. And on Feb 1, 2026, new work 

requirements tied to SNAP, the largest food assistance program for families in need in the richest 

country in human history, started with millions being impacted. 

More  
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The Intersections of Faith and Justice 
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1st Sunday of Lent  

by Tommy Allgood 

It’s destabilizing at times, to be awake to the reality that we are 

witnessing global reordering, systemic transitions, and power struggles 

that impact the well-being of our world. Shifting climate patterns, 

economic instability, authoritarian resurgence, and intentional deception campaigns are not just 

headlines– they impact our bodies' senses and shape our relationships. Depending on the 

identities that we carry, these collective pressures and struggles manifest in a multitude of 

privileges, disadvantages, individual and collective traumas. They show up as individual and 

interpersonal pain, discord in our relationships and material bodies, and these struggles embed 

into the systems we create to 

More  

 

2nd Sunday of Lent  

by Logan Crews 

When I think of hills, I think of the ones in Missouri. The ones that looked like 

heads of broccoli to me as a child when the trees were full and green in the 

summer. The sides of them are blasted open to make way for the highway, putting layers upon 

layers of rock on display in huge outcrops. I can close my eyes and, even from Connecticut, be 

back there, nestled between the rises. A place where I feel kept. Here, I feel like I fit in the order 

of things. In Psalm 121, the psalmist doesn’t look above 

More  

 

3rd Sunday of Lent  

by Jonathan Pulphus 

It’s been nearly two thousand years since the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, fifty-

eight years since the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and 
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eleven years since the murder of Michael Brown Jr. Though centuries separate these tragedies, 

the injustices that caused them persist. We live amid a moral and systemic bankruptcy: an 

indecency that allows individuals and institutions to harm with impunity. These are not isolated 

failures; they are functions of power structures designed to divide, destroy, and deny community 

and justice. The attitude is simple: either stand with your people, or perish. 

More  

 

4th Sunday of Lent  

by Aleta Howard-Carthorn 

The love of God in our world may not always be obvious. Our relationship 

with God is so personal and therefore, I think that many of us struggle with 

the very personal topic of God’s love. I think we can get it when it comes to 

puppies, kittens and babies. Because they are so cute! But when it comes to the darker things in 

life, we may not always see God’s love and trust it. But the love of God on a very basic level, is 

why we have life. (I understand this sentence is loaded, so just stay with 

More  

 

5th Sunday of Lent  

by Ruthanne Brooks 

As an Old Testament specialist, there are few texts which capture my 

imagination in the way that Ezekiel 37, the vision of the valley of dry bones, 

does. Of course, this is in large part due to the bizarre imagery. The visuals 

of bones stitching themselves back together and skin materializing on top sounds more like a 

scene from a horror film than a vision of hope, healing, and vitality from a biblical text (vv. 6–8). 

Nevertheless, it is exactly this strangeness that spotlights not only the extent of God’s miraculous 

power, a consistent theme proven time and time again 

More  

https://justiceunbound.org/3rd-sunday-of-lent-3/
https://justiceunbound.org/4th-sunday-of-lent-3/
https://justiceunbound.org/author/aleta-howard-carthorn/
https://justiceunbound.org/4th-sunday-of-lent-3/
https://justiceunbound.org/5th-sunday-of-lent-3/
https://justiceunbound.org/author/ruthanne-brooks/
https://justiceunbound.org/5th-sunday-of-lent-3/
https://justiceunbound.org/4th-sunday-of-lent-3/
https://justiceunbound.org/5th-sunday-of-lent-3/


  

  Page 16 of 21 

 

Palm Sunday  

by John Blackshire 

I want to start by being vulnerable with you. It has been hard to write this 

devotional. Not because my love for God is not strong, nor because I do not 

enjoy the season of Lent, but like so many of you, my soul feels heavy from 

the reality of the world. As I write this, our comrades in Minnesota are dealing with the presence 

of ICE in their state. There have been multiple deaths at the hands of government officials and 

sitting at my desk, in front of a laptop feels disconnected from the realities of life. I have 

More  

Maundy Thursday  

by Ciara Taylor 

Lent invites us into the dangerous work of remembering. Not the soft 

remembering of nostalgia, but the disruptive remembering that unsettles 

empire. Lent calls us to remember who we are beneath the lies that those in 

power tell us about our worth. To remember who God has been in the long arc of liberation. To 

remember what it costs to love in ways that cross boundaries, threaten hierarchy, and refuse 

dehumanization. Across the lectionary texts appointed for Maundy Thursday, a pattern emerges: 

liberation is never abstract, and love that reorganizes power is always met with resistance. On 

this night in 

More  

 

Good Friday  

by Emily Knoth 

The best book I read this year was Chain Gang All Stars by Nana Kawme 

Adjei-Brenyah. This dystopian, Hunger Games-eque novel was written as a 

critique of the American prison system. I found it so compelling because the 

https://justiceunbound.org/palm-sunday-4/
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storyline felt so close and so far away all at once. The novel takes up themes of torture, sin, 

innocence, and harming our neighbors (sometimes inadvertently). When we read Chain Gang All 

Stars, we hear the echoes of our current prison system in America. In this subtext, Aedjei-

Brenyah invites us to think beyond our carceral reality through the power of imaginative fantasy. 

More  

Easter  

by Jimmie Hawkins 

Acts 10 represents the moment where Peter, a man bound by tradition 

and cultural boundaries, stands in the house of Cornelius, a Roman 

centurion and an agent of the occupying empire. Everything within Peter 

compelled Peter to not be there for as a Jew he was forbidden to enter 

the home of a gentile. Peter’s words are revealing, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a 

Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should 

not call any person common or unclean.” This is a turning point in his 

More  
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An Interactive Journal of Christian Social Justice is an online journal and community that 

examines, expresses, and encourages commitments to social justice as inspired by the prophetic 

gospel of Jesus Christ. As both a journal and a forum for conversation, action and community 

building. Unbound seeks to be an inclusive and welcoming platform, no matter one’s gender, 

sexuality, race, religion, age, ability or creed. We seek to experience and express different 

perspectives that further the Kin-dom of God and move us toward the arc of justice. 

ACSWP action advent church in the public square climate change community organizing 
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https://sites.google.com/mlp.org/tempsite/find-a-church-or-ministry 

This season invites us into holy honesty: to tell the truth about grief and injustice, about exhaustion and hope, 

about the cross we carry and the resurrection we long for. We enter these forty days grounded in the fierce love of 

a God who delights in queer bodies, diverse families, and the radiant image of God reflected in every person. 

Lent is not about shrinking ourselves. It is about returning to prayer, to courage, to community, to the Spirit who 

sustains movements for justice and breathes life into dry bones. 

May these reflections from the MLP community guide you deeper into God’s liberating love, steady your spirit for 

the work ahead, and remind you that even in the wilderness, you are not alone. 

rest. 

Download the full devotional here or follow us on our social channels each day of Lent to read a new reflection. 

2026 Advent Devotional  

 

 

https://covnetpres.org/         Office Address:   Kansas City, MO 64109   Contact:  816-605-1031 

https://covnetpres.org/find-a-church/                               info@covnetpres.org            

Engaging. Educating. Equipping. 
 

Toward a church as generous, just, and truly inclusive as God’s grace. 
Learn more  

https://sites.google.com/mlp.org/tempsite/find-a-church-or-ministry
https://u41180583.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.pdl7ZvG2GmZDR7tEjFoWki-2BRd48efst9LM-2BH0XNWu4EiRM-2Fo8xorUEI6BAO9xjhHYunsZoieOMsXn3dUwiVaBCJSBLoYUrd68xlQAFt-2FCtVW-2FcRF74uVTRSbF5DYSRUBUfzgKXg16U2Wl6jp98JvdHAXEe-2FHzJPWaP5yQskUiLwJhhBQHifKAiVt7vgSzdY8sDSCei1edKIUi1jwM5P4QesdYKL4dPlyvm0-2FBLZgtxEg3ONak5VSlFPZEwtKQWSZ5y_U_CV75zzP9GpJ2kmdwuxbOvs5xB4hDGmZorDsxWK5QEvxRqLcJRPzHp-2B6QdgJoI36nRfL2NCh7a6iN-2B6uKn3Qgt9M06UoDyB8FbDBUxLTQNtlPxbZIZ0IUb3jXD4E1EdI4NpeN0oIETn0F8R73wSIVfPIUjI07CWJNGMwJRReor1RhiywPx11dKYNqY-2B5zscbXT-2Fj9sqev6NvyQiBZUPFaMNgaLwg0SDNWu8exGgQfq77817JQDdYzMj2pAXVo5SjxV9zTo-2FP1CEdBQDl1pGHFm3KzP6hqg3uRbJp3NdKHmeCyQZn8CzLtzeqpD8I2YfAnngV89q7-2ByqWUl76WqNh12Lv5EfQCXfIrqwzZqel9GO-2BNQHbBUmHgkdRKCcgls6AA
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National Audubon Society  (http://www.audubon.org/)   

Help Birds With Native Plants 

Bird-Friendly Communities                                                                                                                                                                                             
Get to Know Native Plants 
Whether you’re looking to attract birds to your home or increase your awareness outdoors, let 
this primer be your guide.  

Search our database to find native plants for your ZIP code » 

Audubon Society of South Carolina (http://sc.audubon.org/) 

If you are stuck indoors and need a birdy-distraction, For the Love of Birds is a beautiful page 
filled with Audubon South Carolina’s favorite bird photos, videos, and stories!  

 

The National Wildlife Federation - https://www.nwf.org/ 

https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2026/Winter/PhotoZone/2025-Photo-
Contest 

https://www.nwf.org/nativeplantfinder/ 

https://www.nwf.org/en/Kids-and-Family/Connecting-Kids-and-Nature  

https://www.scwf.org/                                                Keep South Carolina Wild 

“We will be known forever by the tracks we leave.”  

This Native American saying conveys the importance 
of making 
decisions now to have a long-lasting positive impact 
for wildlife. 

  
Contact Angi Fuller Wildt at 803-256-0670 or  
angi@scwf.org to learn more about smarter ways to give that benefit you now and build 
a legacy for the future!  

  
  

Thank you for ensuring that we can continue our work to restore key habitats and advocate on 
behalf of wildlife well into the future. 
 

 

http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.audubon.org/native-plants
https://www.audubon.org/bird-friendly-communities
https://www.audubon.org/news/get-know-these-20-common-types-native-plants
http://www.audubon.org/native-plants
http://sc.audubon.org/
https://sc.audubon.org/birds/love-birds
https://www.nwf.org/
https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2026/Winter/PhotoZone/2025-Photo-Contest
https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2026/Winter/PhotoZone/2025-Photo-Contest
https://www.nwf.org/nativeplantfinder/
https://www.nwf.org/en/Kids-and-Family/Connecting-Kids-and-Nature
https://www.scwf.org/
mailto:angi@scwf.org
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     National Environmental Education Foundation 

 https://www.neefusa.org/ 

 https://www.neefusa.org/nature/ 

Animal Migration Activity Guide 
Designed for elementary age kids, this activity guide can be used in a classroom or at home for fun and easy ways to learn 

about animal migration.  Read More      

 

Resources and Opportunities 

Online accessibility to locate trails, parks, recreational facilities, etc:                                                         
See links: https://upcountrysc.com/explore/ 

https://www.traillink.com/?gclid=CjwKCAiAqIKNBhAIEiwAu_ZLDkxoXaDsNKo0_zubejkEHPl

ZpfmizNy0ZDehbEIC7AIjQwyunrWOpxoCm-oQAvD_BwE 

SC Health and Planning Tool Kit   

https://www.dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/Library/SCHealthPlanningToolkit.pdf 

Want to find local produce and free range beef and chicken products, check out the website: 

https://certifiedsc.com/ 

This website allows a search by SC county and type of products, other options as well.  The 

Certified South Carolina program is an exciting cooperative effort among producers, processors, 

wholesalers, retailers and the South Carolina Department of Agriculture (SCDA) to brand and 

promote South Carolina products. Our goal is for consumers to be able to easily identify, find 

and buy South Carolina products.  

 

SC PBS Learning Media for Teachers and Students 
 
https://scetv.pbslearningmedia.org/ 

 
Unlock the Power of PBS LearningMedia 
 
Create a free account to gain full access to the website 
 

https://www.neefusa.org/nature/
https://www.neefusa.org/resource/animal-migration-activity-guide
https://www.neefusa.org/resource/animal-migration-activity-guide
https://upcountrysc.com/explore/
https://www.traillink.com/?gclid=CjwKCAiAqIKNBhAIEiwAu_ZLDkxoXaDsNKo0_zubejkEHPlZpfmizNy0ZDehbEIC7AIjQwyunrWOpxoCm-oQAvD_BwE
https://www.traillink.com/?gclid=CjwKCAiAqIKNBhAIEiwAu_ZLDkxoXaDsNKo0_zubejkEHPlZpfmizNy0ZDehbEIC7AIjQwyunrWOpxoCm-oQAvD_BwE
https://www.dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/Library/SCHealthPlanningToolkit.pdf
https://certifiedsc.com/
https://scetv.pbslearningmedia.org/
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Save & Organize Resources 
See State Standards 
Manage Classes & Assignments 
Sync with Google Classroom 
Create Lessons 
Customized Dashboard 
 

 
 

Join in on Facebook and Website  
 

God has provided us with a vibrant world in which to live.  He wants us to appreciate and take care of 
His Creation, which includes each of us as well!    
 

https://www.facebook.com/Stewardship-of-Creation-Foothills-Presbytery-SC-
138564229544090/ 

 
 
 

  

                                               …… is environmental education experiences that will                             

           travel to your site.    

 

School programs, VBS, Festivals, Church suppers, specific designed Classes, and more!                                                        

For more information, email Manella Calhoun and/or other Board of Directors at 

crittersandmore8@gmail.com.                                                                                                            

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crittersandmoreonthego/  

Website:  https://crittersandmoreonthego.org/ 

Celebrating 9+ years! 

https://www.facebook.com/Stewardship-of-Creation-Foothills-Presbytery-SC-138564229544090/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewardship-of-Creation-Foothills-Presbytery-SC-138564229544090/
mailto:crittersandmore8@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/crittersandmoreonthego/
https://crittersandmoreonthego.org/

