
Meet Our 2020 Foothills Presbytery Commissioners: 
 

Rev. Leslie Lang (First Spartanburg) grew up outside of Nashville, TN, and completed 

her M. Div. at Vanderbilt Divinity School. She moved to South Carolina in 2015 to be 

the Assistant Director for Mere Christianity Forum, a campus ministry at Furman 

University. After spending two years in that role, she felt called to congregational 

ministry. She served as the Interim Associate Pastor for Discipleship and Mission at 

Fourth Presbyterian Church in Greenville, and then accepted her current position at 

First Presbyterian Church in Spartanburg, where she has served as the Associate 

Pastor for Young Adults and Missions for the past year. In her free time, she loves 

Zumba, being outside, and any activity related to coffee or food.  

What are you most looking forward to as a General Assembly Commissioner? 

It feels like a great honor to be able to serve as a General Assembly Commissioner. 

Although this General Assembly is going to look very differently than what I had 

anticipated, I am very excited to be involved in something completely new (virtual 

GA!) and to be part of the PCUSA leading the example on how to move the church 

forward during this new age in which we find ourselves. 

 

 

Elder James Edward Cheeks, Jr. (First Simpsonville) grew up in Greenville, SC and 

studied economics, accounting, and computer programming at Greenville 

Technical College, Furman University and North Carolina State Universities.  He was 

Church Organist and Pianist for St. Mary's, Prince of Peace, and Our Lady of the 

Rosary while in school for 5 years.  The past 30 years were spent in North Carolina 

singing in Opera Choruses and with Duke University singing with the Chapel Choir, 

the Chorale and the Vesper Choir.  He is retired from the Environmental Protection 

Agency of North Carolina where he managed the Oracle Database Systems and 

six Computer Programmers. He was caretaker for a 95 and 97 year old brother and 

sister from 2009 - 2017 and currently serves on several committees for the Foothills 

Presbytery, bookkeeper for Nicholtown Presbyterian Church, a SYNOD 

Commissioner for the Budget & Finance Committee, and choir Director & 

Ruling Elder at First Presbyterian in Simpsonville. 

What you are most looking forward to as a General Assembly Commissioner?   

A better appreciation of our Presbyterian Church polity and to get to know other 

Presbyterians and their life's journey. 

 

 

Rev. Mel Davis (Fair Play) I was born and raised in Seneca, South Carolina. After 

graduating from Seneca High School, I attended Presbyterian College in Clinton, 

South Carolina graduating in 1968.  From there I attended Columbia Theological 

Seminary in Decatur, Georgia completing a Master of Divinity degree in 1971 and 

ordained in the Presbyterian Church. I served Presbyterian churches in Georgia and 

West Virginia for fifteen years.  In 1982 I was commissioned as an Army Reserve 

chaplain and entered active duty in 1985 with my first assignment at the 10th 

Mountain Division (Light) at Ft Drum, New York. My last Assignment was Fort Jackson, 



S. C. where I retired on February 1, 2005 after twenty-two and a half years of service.  

After retiring from the Army, I accepted a call from Midway Presbyterian in 

Anderson.  Upon retiring from Midway in 2012, my wife Lois and I moved back home 

to the farm in Seneca. For the last seven years I have served as the stated supply at 

Fair Play Presbyterian Church. Lois and I enjoy the farm life and love having family 

and friends stop in and visit. 

What you are most looking forward to as a General Assembly Commissioner?   

I am looking forward to doing the work of the Church. 

 

 

Dr. Lori Malvern, MD is a Louisiana native and a lover of Cajun cuisine. She is a 

graduate of the University of Tennessee and the University of South Carolina School 

of Medicine. Lori completed her residency in Internal Medicine in 1995. She has 

worked as an internist in Greenville for 25 years and now is a primary care physician 

at AIDUpstate providing care for people living with HIV. She has served on 

Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry, Committee on Preparation for Ministry and the 

Examinations Commission. Lori loves music, is an elder at the Townville church, is 

married and has a son. 

What you are most looking forward to as a General Assembly Commissioner? 

I have wanted to serve as a commissioner to General Assembly since I served on 

Presbytery’s Youth Council in the late 1970s in Knoxville, TN. While this experience is 

going to be so different from I had expected, I am honored and excited to 

represent Foothills Presbytery in the work of the PCUSA. 

 

 

 

 


