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Reflection written by Wyatt Anthony, Easley Church and Presbytery Youth Council member

On March 9th, 2025, I attended the Presbyterian College seminar at Lead Collective in Greenville as part of a monthly Presbytery Youth Council (PYC) meeting. This was a leadership seminar where the panel consisted of Rev. Buz Wilcoxon, Dr. Martha Moore-Keish, and Dr. Austin Shull. The overall theme was: What is your calling? This theme got my mind turning because I am always on the leading end of these retreats and never on the receiving end. As I navigate my way through high school, I think we as young adults always worry whether we are making the right decision or not. 
Dr. Moore-Keish from Columbia Seminary gave insight into the theological aspect displaying how God is there through every step, not just when we need him but even in the good times. I have always thought pretty deeply about my future, wondering what is right for me, and hoping I will make the right decision. As I think of what is to come next I know God will always be by my side no matter the trial or tribulation. Isaiah 41:10 says, “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” This verse always helps me remember that I am not alone in times of doubt and worry. 
Dr. Shull took a more worldly approach to figuring out what our calling might be. It was helpful to have both aspects of this because he teaches students going through this transitional period in their lives. One thing that stood out to me the most was he said that students might change their major 2 or 3 times while in college. This opened my eyes to the fact that I don’t have to figure out what I am going to do for the rest of my life as a high school student. His tie with spiritual life proved to me that God works in wonderful ways in the sense that there is always an end goal for everyone. He showed that even though we may not know our calling right now if we just put our faith in God and not worry so much about worldly things God will show us what we are called to do. 
Another thing that stood out to me was when Dr. Shull said everyone has their gifts and that God makes us different so that we all can help each other. One of the exercises we did was writing down all the careers we might want to pursue. We then shared them no matter how broad or specific they were. As we went around the room sharing these career ideas one said a special needs educator, another said he wanted to be an entrepreneur. Hearing these things showed that each person has a different calling and has found these callings in different ways. These different gifts show how God has called each of us to do a variety of things. 
I want to personally thank Rev. Wilcoxon, Dr. Moore-Keish, and Dr. Shull for providing the Foothills PYC with this amazing opportunity to learn more about ourselves and to improve our faith in God. Though I am not sure what my calling is yet, I am sure that God will show me the way.
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