“Limitless” reflection by Hope Johnson, member of Central Presbyterian and Foothills Presbytery Youth Council Co-Moderator 

This past weekend, high school students from nine churches in Foothills Presbytery gathered in Montreat for a truly unforgettable retreat. Due to a snow storm in January, the Presbytery Youth Council had to push this weekend back a couple months and unfortunately some churches were not able to attend. Nevertheless, we embraced the opportunity with enthusiasm! With a smaller group, we enjoyed more intimate small group discussions, allowing us to deepen our connections with one another. 

Our theme for the weekend was “Limitless” based on John 10:10b, “I came that they could have life- indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest.”  Our keynoters for the weekend were Eliza and John Daniel DeBevoise. They were able to use the theme in many different ways throughout the weekend. They used the sub themes of Limitless God and Limitless Love to remind us even though we are limited, God is limitless and makes sure there is enough love for everyone.  Rafe Andrews served as the music leader for the weekend.  Rafe led us in familiar and new songs that related the theme “Limitless."

The highlight of our weekend was undoubtedly our mission work! On Saturday, with the support of Asheville Youth Mission (AYM), each church had the chance to volunteer at various organizations in Black Mountain, Asheville, and Swannanoa. Our goal was to give back to the community that has supported us for so many years, especially in light of the challenges posed by Hurricane Helene. Our youth groups not only had a blast assisting these organizations but also learned from their experiences. 

Even with fewer participants, we managed to make this Mini Montreat one of the most enjoyable and memorable events we've ever had!

