The ‘Preventing Future Pandemics Act of 2020’

T

Sponsors: Quigley (D-Ill.) and Upton (R-Mich.)

he “Preventing Future Pandemics Act of 2020” prohibits the import and export of live wildlife for
the purpose of human consumption as food or medicine and closes all live wildlife markets for that
purpose in the United States. This bipartisan bill is a crucial step toward drastically reducing the risk of
a future zoonotic disease outbreak like COVID-19, which resulted from our exploitation of wildlife.

The Preventing Future Pandemics Act also increases the number of attachés within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and provides critical resources to other federal agencies that assist developing nations, build global
cooperation on conservation, and oversee international wildlife trade laws.
The Preventing Future Pandemics Act recognizes the urgent need for a global approach to emerging diseases and
the threat they pose, placing the United States in a strong position to lead the fight to reduce the risk of future
zoonotic disease outbreaks.
Specifically, the legislation would:
•
•
•
•
•

Require a study on how consuming wildlife as food or medicine increases the risk of the emergence and
transmission of novel viral pathogens [section 3];
Provide funding for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) to help communities that
rely on consumption of wildlife for food security to develop and transition to alternative sources of protein
[section 4];
Direct the United States to engage the global community and develop diplomatic consensus on the need to
shut down live wildlife markets and commercial trade in terrestrial wildlife across the world [section 4];
Prohibit the import, export, and/or sale of live wild animals for human consumption as food or medicine
[section 5]; and
Increase the number of law enforcement attachés within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to combat
global wildlife trafficking, provide training and capacity building in target countries, and improve global
enforcement of wildlife laws, to be funded at $150 million per year [section 6].
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