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By Victor A. Wheeler
Today is another day in the life of an advocate for the current and formerly incarcerated persons in our community. A day that presents many challenges and many triumphs. It is a joy to actively participate in the lives of those that face the numerous hurdles of maneuvering through a society filled with barriers placed along the path of freedom in a country where the idea of freedom has been cast as an American standard. I say that it is a joy in lieu of the tenacity of those that face those hurdles daily in a remarkable display of courage and hope. I speak about the men and women who have taken on the task and the honor of the badge of advocacy as a life long work rooted in the passion of assisting a fellow traveler in need of unimaginable necessities. I speak of a work that when I started this journey over 25 years ago was only a concept and a small drop in the bucket of ideas of changing a system named by Angela Y. Davis as the “Prison Industrial Complex”. I am talking about a task taken on in “David and Goliath” proportions in a world where a system is designed to devour humans rather than restore them. That was then and now 25 years later, the movement has grown to epic proportions. Today, there are national and international groups that have taken up to challenge the status quo in how citizens are incarcerated, what is being done to them while they are incarcerated and how society responds to them upon release. So, in every facet of our daily existence, various groups and individuals are laying their entire lives on the line to remove these barriers that exist along the path for the formerly incarcerated. We now exist and thrive in every area in society through the efforts of advocacy of the tireless work of these angels who courageously fight against a system that is designed to sustain itself through a constant source of return customers who at one time found no hope of thriving in a world where the common narrative has demonized them. Well, today is the dawn of a new day and here in Michigan as well as across the land many advocacy groups such as: Truth Recovery Inc,. Michigan Coalition for Human Rights, The American Friends Service Committee, JustLeadershipUSA, Nations Outside, Bags to Butterflies, Dignity for Incarcerated Women, SADO Re-Entry Program and the newly formed Facebook group called the Formerly Incarcerated College Graduates Network have joined forces with a host of other organizations to speak, advocate, lobby and inform them about their voting rights to gain full citizenship in these United States. I say this to let you know that we are out here fighting for this cause everyday and we are winning. However, we need your assistance as well. If you would like to join us in our fight for freedom, by all means, look us up and get involved. This is a call for action against another level of oppression and America is truly not free, until we all can enjoy complete freedom.
Peace and Love,
Victor A. Wheeler-Advocate
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