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BRIEFING NOTE

 
 TO:	Board of Education			DATE:   13 January 2021

FROM:	Ryan Brennan, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources 

 RE:		District Athletics Update 
																						
Purpose

The purpose of this briefing note is to provide the Board of Trustees with an update as it pertains to the school athletic programs across the District. 

Background
School District No. 83 has a rich history of both individual and team successes at the local and provincial levels. Our grade 8-12 school athletic teams participate and compete under the banner of BC School Sports. BC School Sports is a self-governing organization which approves the operating and competitive policies for school sports in the province. Regionally our teams compete in the Okanagan Valley School Athletic Association, which is divided into four zones. SD83 schools compete in the North Zone consisting of schools from SD83, SD22, SD19 and two independent schools. Our middle and secondary teams and athletes compete in tournaments in our region and at times outside our region, and of course compete in zone and regional competitions for the chance to participate in provincial events. Our elementary schools compete in leagues and competitions within our District.
In a typical school year, SD83 students compete in the following sports across the District:
· Fall Sports – Volleyball, Football, Cross Country Running, Soccer, Rugby, Aquatics
· Winter Sports – Basketball, Wrestling, Ski/Snowboard, Curling, Gymnastics
· Spring Sports – Ultimate, Rugby, Track & Field, Golf, Mountain Biking, Tennis
Similar to so many aspects of school life, school athletic programs have been heavily impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent PHO orders, BC School Sports directions, and District and school safety plans. All schools in the District were surveyed to collect data as to what school athletics looked like this Fall and what the plan is for Winter sports at this time.
In our Middle and Secondary schools, athletic opportunities offered this fall varied. Ministry and BC School Sports guidelines mandated that teams that did practice keep to cohort-based training which impacted the traditional idea of school-wide teams, particularly in our larger schools where there are many cohorts. No intra-school competition took place, with the exception of some virtual competitions in sports such as cross country running. Teams that did organize and practice focused primarily on individual skill development. Many sports and teams were not able to organize and practice due to the competitive and contact nature of the sport or due to a lack of interest amongst students to practice without the possibility of competition. The plan for Winter sports remains the same as the fall for now with the PHO orders being extended to February 5.
In our Elementary schools, District volleyball and basketball leagues for students in grades 5-7 have been suspended. Elementary and Middle school staffs have found creative ways to get students involved in early-morning and lunch hour cohort “clubs”.
One of the challenges that has been raised locally and provincially is that return to play guidelines were vastly different for community activities (governed by ViaSport and provincial sport organizations) and school-based activities this Fall. Community-based activities and teams were not bound by the same cohort model and many community teams were able to compete against other teams from other communities. This proved challenging in our communities as student-athletes would leave the cohort model in school PE classes and on sport teams during the school day and then participate under different rules and expectations in the evenings and on weekends. With the PHO order from early December, the community and school sport guidelines have become more aligned and will remain so until at least February 5.
On a positive note, some schools have indicated that they have been able to divert budget dollars normally used for extra-curricular athletics towards purchasing additional outdoor athletic equipment.
Feedback from schools are that the additional administrative load on athletic directors, coaches and sponsors of athletic teams related to cohort training and safety guidelines has been tremendous. On behalf of the Senior Leadership Team, I wish to offer my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all of the staff and volunteers who have been working tirelessly encouraging, motivating and coaching our student-athletes during this difficult time.
Recommendation

No action; for information only.

Respectfully submitted, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Ryan Brennan					
Assistant Superintendent
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