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To fully understand Scripture, it is important to know the CONTEXT of a passage or verse (context  
refers to the verses before, after and around the passage or verse) 

Example:  Romans 8:28 (NAS) “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 
 

The Passage & The Promise:  Philippians 4:15-19 

• Remember the “Over-the-Shoulder Principle” – This is a real LETTER to real PEOPLE 
Philippians 4:15-19 (NIV) “15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the 
gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except 
you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. 17 Not that I 
desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and have more 
than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a 
fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your needs according to the  
riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.” 

• Notice that the Philippians had… 

ü GENEROUSLY supported Paul’s ministry – v 15 “except you only”; v 18 “I am amply supplied” 

ü Done this from the BEGINNING (as brand new Christians) – v 16 “for even when I was in Thessalonica” 

ü Done this over the LONG	HAUL (had been 10 yrs) – v 16 “you sent me aid more than once” 

• “And” BECAUSE	OF	THAT…God would meet all of their needs (v 19) 

ü “and” in the Greek language is the word “de” & means “BECAUSE	OF” 
 

The Promise 

• God promises to meet our NEEDS, not our WANTS 

ü When God meets our needs, He has this “JUST	IN	TIME” delivery system 

• God meets our needs “ACCORDING	TO” – not just “OUT	OF” God’s riches 
 

This Passage In Its Context Means 

• If you want Philippian-life SECURITY, you need Philippian-like GENEROSITY 

This type of generosity helps advance the KINGDOM	OF	GOD 

1. Off the TOP (v 15 “in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel”) 
Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) “ And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must  
believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 

If I give to God out of my leftovers, while there is a measure of thanksgiving, there is no FAITH 
involved because I’ve taken care of everything else first 
 



Our giving is to be an expression of thanksgiving for what God’s DONE, and faith & trust for 
He’ll do in the FUTURE 
Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV) “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will  
be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” 

Proverbs are statements about how things in life GENERALLY work; they are not absolute  
PROMISES	

2. Over the LONG	HAUL (v 16 “you sent me aid more than once when I was in need”) 

What we do to advance God’s Kingdom is often driven more by EMOTIONS than COMMITMENT 
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (NLT) “Now regarding your question about the money being collected for God’s people in 
Jerusalem. You should follow the same procedure I gave to the churches in Galatia. 2 On the first day of each 
week, you should each put aside a portion of the money you have earned. Don’t wait until I get there and then try  
to collect it all at once.” 

 Remember the Law of the HARVEST 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NLT) “6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one 
who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t 
give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.’ 8 And God will generously  
provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.” 

3. Gave SACRIFICIALLY 

The Philippians were not RICH, but they were GENEROUS 

They gave out of their extreme POVERTY 
2 Corinthians 8:2-5 (NIV) “2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled 
up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely 
on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they  
exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.” 

 If you aren’t generous to God’s agenda NOW, you won’t EVER	BE even if you make big bucks 

Beware of EXCUSES and gifts that cost NOTHING  
 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  Today I will begin to be generous and honor God with my finances to advance His Kingdom and  
     to have the security only He can give 
 


