
 

 

                                                                                                                                         

Learning, connecting, and advocating for Anesthesiologists in Illinois 

2023 House of 
Delegates Review 

 

The ISA House of Delegates met on April 22nd at ASA 

Headquarters in Schaumburg.   

The keynote speakers included Donald Arnold, MD-ASA 

Vice President, Ralph Harding, DO - the Carl Vinson VA 

Medical Center, and Stephen Estime, MD - Anesthesia 

Diversity-Equity-Inclusion Lead, University of Chicago.    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A Message from the newly elected 
President… 
 

I would like to thank everyone for providing me with an opportunity 

to be the president of the Illinois Society of Anesthesiologists this 

year. 

 

I am looking forward to a productive year. When I decided to take on 

the current role, I had two goals. The first goal was to make our 

society a better organization by organizing our support network. To 

this effort, we are in the process of finding a new management 

company. The second goal was to better communicate with our 

membership. We need to have a working website. To this goal, we are working with the ASA to have 

the ISA website be an ASA-based website with appropriate updates. 

 

This year we will continue to advocate for physician lead anesthesia care. 

We will also continue membership engagement through our various events. 

 

We will also have strategic planning activity to adapt to the changing anesthesia market. 

 

I urge you to sign up for our various committees to make our society stronger. 

 

 

Thank you for this opportunity. 

 

Charles C. Kim, MD 



 

 

 

2023-2024 ISA Officers:  elected at the House of 
Delegates 

President:     Charles Kim, MD 

President-Elect:      Jason Mitchell, MD 

Vice President:       Ajay Gopalka, MD 

Secretary:       Michael Ander, MD 

Treasurer:        Alisha Sachdev, MD   

Speaker:        Adam Young, MD 

Vice Speaker:        Michael Haske, Jr., MD 

Asst. Secretary:      Dean Monma, MD 

Asst. Treasurer:      John Sudkamp, MD 

Imm. Past President:  Adamina Podraza, MD 

District Director Area I: Graham Lubinsky, MD   Alt. Director: Kurosh Takhtehchian, MD 

District Director Area II:  Legia Mondesir, MD  Alt. Director: Elio Beta, MD 

District Director Area III:  Neelam Rozanski, MD  Alt. Director:  James Cannon, MD 

District Director Area IV: William Frame, MD  Alt. Director:  Neil Mehta, MD 

CONTINUED: 



 

 

 

ASA District Director:  Asokumar Buvandendran, MD 

ASA Alternate Director: Lisa Solomon, DO 

ASA Delegates:    2023-2025      2022-2024 

    William Hauter , MD                Ajay Gopalka, MD 

    Lisa Solomon, MD  

    Adam Young, MD 

ASA Alternate Delegates: 2023-2024 

Michael Ander, MD   Kati Kutlu, MD   Dean Monma, MD  

Alisha Sachdev, MD  Graham Lubinsky, MD  Mina Oftadeh, MD 

Wendy Binstock Rush, MD Lawrence Mason, MD  Jamie Priepot, MD 

Rebecca Blumenthal, MD Stephen Minore, MD  Peggy Wheeler, MD  

ISA PAC Chair:  George Hefner , MD 

ISA PAC Treasurer:  Eric Werner, MD 

Resident Section  

President:    

Vice President:    

Secretary:    



 

 

 

The Distinguished Service Award 

The ISA Distinguished Service Award is presented to those 

physicians or scientists who have made outstanding 

contributions to this Society and/or the field of Anesthesiology 

in the State of Illinois. The 2024 recipient of the ISA 

Distinguished Service Award is Dr. Ori Gottlieb.  The ISA is 

proud to recognize Dr. Gottlieb’s years of service which 

culminated in his role as president in 2018.  Congratulations! 

 

Keynote Speakers at the House of Delegates 

Stephen Estime, MD, Assistant Professor, Director for Diversity, Equity & 

Inclusion, Associate Program Director of the Core Anesthesiology 

Residency at the University of Chicago. 

He emphasized that Diversity is the recognition that everyone has 

differences.  Equity is knowing that individuals need different support 

structures to thrive.  Inclusion is the culture that supports the ability to 

thrive.  Policies such as flexible employment, mentorship, and “affinity groups” (common groups that 

lend a sense of community) are part of the framework.  Investments such as maternity/paternity leave, 

support for leadership training, and mental health support are also key elements.   

 



 

 

 

Ralph Harding, DO. Carl Vinson VA Medical Center  

Dr. Harding presented the progression of elements of the VA that are 

trying to eliminate anesthesiologists from the team-based model of 

Veterans’ care and to move to a nurse-only model of care for surgery and 

critical care services.  Euphemisms such as “collaborative care team” 

equate to care without an anesthesiologist vs. the traditional “anesthesia 

care team” which is inclusive of anesthesiologist and CRNA.  VA 

anesthesiologists as well as ASA are supporting “Safe VA Care”.  All anesthesiologists should be 

involved in this campaign, because if CRNA care becomes the norm for the VA it supports the notion 

that “if it is good enough for veterans it is good enough for everyone”.  

 

Don Arnold, MD, FASA is president of Western Anesthesiology 

Associates, Chair of anesthesiology at Mercy Hospital, St. Louis, and 

current ASA First Vice President.   

Dr. Arnold spoke about creating value in ASA management.  He 

emphasized the collaborative coordination of the Society and 

subspecialties along strategic lines and the building of membership 

through strengthening state component societies.  He emphasized the bipartisan nature of the 

ASAPAC with 49.9% and 50.1% support from Democrats and Republicans respectively.  Continuing 

issues include the No Surprises ACt, medicare reimbursement, the AANA’s push for independent 

practice.   

 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/21182017-avaa_stop-the-line_1-19-2022
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/21182017-avaa_stop-the-line_1-19-2022
https://www.asahq.org/advocating-for-you/safe-va-care


 

 

 

Candidates for ASA Office 

Candidates for various ASA officer positions gave Zoom/taped presentations. 

 

Michael Lewis, MD, System Chair Henry Ford Health System.  Candidate for 1st Vice 

President  

 

Jay Mesrobian, MD, MBA, FASA Chief Clinical Officer -  

TeamHealth Anesthesia. Candidate for 1st Vice President  

 

Tracey Straker, MD, MPH, FASA Vice Chair, Albert Einstein 

College of Medicine.  Candidate for Vice Speaker.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Someone you should know… 

William E. Hauter, MD 

This time last year Bill was running for office.  He is now the Illinois 87th 

District Representative and serves on the Health Care Licenses, Mental 

Health & Addiction, Prescription Drug Affordability, and Public Health 

Committees. 

207 N. Stratton Office Building, Springfield, IL 62706 (217) 782-0221 

133 Main St. Ste A, Morton, IL 61550   (309) 819-8701 

Rep. Hauter’s first bill to pass the house with a vote of 105-0 ensures that 

questions concerning mental health on applications for medical licensure 

comply with recommendations from the Federation of State Medical Boards. 

Key Contact:  know your legislator. 

Knowing your state and/or federal legislator and participating in the Legislative process can be very 

helpful to ISA as well.  If you have a relationship with a Legislator or are willing to get to know them, 

the ISA can help with developing that relationship.  As a constituent, your voice is more important than 

you may know.  Your thoughts carry even more weight when the legislator knows who you are. Go to 

Illinoispolicy.org in order to find your state representative and senator’s contact information.  A simple 

email introducing yourself and offering your assistance for any medical-related questions they may 

have is a great means of starting a relationship.   

 



 

 

 

Illinois Academy of Anesthesiologist Assistants  (ILAAA Link) 

 

Christy Sams, AA Vice President of the Illinois 

Academy of Anesthesiologist Assistants spoke 

on her involvement in the ILAAA.  She became 

involved in advocacy when a change in her 

anesthesiology group in Indiana resulted in a new 

group taking over that did not employ AAs.  Now 

living in Illinois she is working toward getting 

licensure adopted in Illinois.  She thanked the ISA 

for its support and encouraged continued 

engagement with AA legislation.  

Even if you are not formally involved, the  ISA and ASA will, on occasion, be sending out requests for 

help in contacting legislators on key pieces of legislation.  Please help by responding to these requests 

and enlisting your anesthesia and non-anesthesia  colleagues, voters in your family and friends in the 

effort.  It has made a difference and will continue to do so.  The clinical practice of anesthesia in 

Illinois can change on the passage of a bill that is either in favor or against your interests.   Do not 

wake up one day to find that your practice has been irreparably altered without your input.  Get 

involved.   

ISA Committees - a great way to get involved 

Some of the Committees are as follows… Bylaws & Rules, Communications/Website, Distinguished 

Service Award, Diversity & Inclusion, Education, Finance, Government Affairs (Subcommittee on 

Health Disparities, Subcommittee on Anesthesiologist Assistants), Membership, Wellness, Women in 

https://www.ilaaa.org/


 

 

 

Anesthesiology.  Committee appointments are made by the President of ISA (Charles Kim, MD).  If 

any of these areas pique your interest, please contact the ISA Executive Director Jessica Knight 

(jessicaknight@isms.org ). 

ISA & ASA PAC 

If you are already a donor, thank you!.  If you are not currently a donor please consider donating.  In 

your busy daily practice, it might seem that state and national legislation is far away and not relevant 

to your practice…but it is.  Whether it is title protection, Medicare rates, surprise billing, or other topics 

the ISA and ASA are working to advance the interests of anesthesiologists.  Interestingly, legislators 

are not only interested in the money that they receive from the PACs, but also the percentage of 

Society Members that contribute to the PAC.  Your contribution amount does matter, but “that you 

participate” in any amount is also extremely important.   

ISA PAC (LINK)                                       ASA PAC (LINK) 

Leadership 

If you are interested in leadership positions whether within the group, the hospital, or the ISA/ASA the 

following links may provide you with resources to further those interests.   

Leadership Academy:  an online 4 module program (LINK) 

Executive Leadership Program in conjunction with the Northwestern Kellogg School of Management 

(LINK) 

Leadership Development Suite:  a source for leadership resources  (LINK) 
 

mailto:jessicaknight@isms.org
https://isahq.org/isapac/
https://www.asahq.org/advocacy-and-asapac/asapac
https://www.asahq.org/education-and-career/leadership-development/leadership-academy
https://www.asahq.org/meetings/executive-physician-leadership-program
https://www.asahq.org/meetings/executive-physician-leadership-program
https://www.asahq.org/education-and-career/leadership-development


 

 

 

 

Dr. Adamina Podraza, 

 

The ISA thanks you for the leadership that 

you have provided this past year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the Transition of  

Leadership to Dr. Kim takes  

place continuing the tradition &  

Legacy of the ISA. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the ISA Board of Directors, thank you to the members of ISA for your support and your 

involvement.  We look forward to serving you and our profession in the State of Illinois.  Please contact 

us if you have any comments, questions, or concerns: contact@isahq.org.  

 

Submitted by: Dean Monma, MD (Assistant Secretary / ASA Alt. Delegate) 

mailto:contact@isahq.org


 

 

 

ISAPAC 

Thank you to all the 2022 ISAPAC Donors: Drs: 

 

 Samir Abdo 

Sean Adams 

Simon Adanin 

Ayesha Ahmed 

Fiaz Ahmed 

Syed Ahmed 

Catherine Ahn 

Howard Albert 

Michael Ander 

Garner Nelson Arnold 

Janelle Artz 

Gregory Barrett 

Zachary Bastian 

David Beckemier 

Dawn Belvis 

David Bennett 

David Bergquist 

Tom Beris 

Elio Beta 

Alisha Bhatia 

Sebastian Bienia 

Gary Biermann 

Dinna Billote 

Vicki Bing 

Brian Birmingham 

David Bissing 

Rebecca Blumenthal 

Nathan Bobofchak 

Lauren Bonzelaar 

John Boudeman 

Meghan Brennan 

Reginald Bulkley 

Carl Buoy 

Asokumar Buvenandran 

Brian Cadre 

Angela Cambic 

James Cannon 

Jessica Carani 

Gonzalo Castillo 

Alfredo Ceballos 

Egle Cepaitis 

Fritz Chandler 

Ruben Chanmugathas 

Bohdan Charkewycz 

Matthew Charous 

Kevin Chen 

Jarva Chow 

Sarah Cocoma 

Olezia Comsulea 

Aisling Conran 

Kris Cunningham 

Justin DaGraca 

Fernando Davila 

Anthony delaCruz 

Sasha Demos 

Lina Deshpande 

Trevor DeSilva 

Anthony Diaz 

Victor Didzik 

Charley Ding 

Marc Donahue 

Grace Drease 

Joseph Ducaji 

Howard Duncan 

Steven Edelstein 

Mohammad El-Orbany 



 

 

 

Rossini Escobar 

Christopher Espinosa 

Steven Ewert 

Saud Farooqi 

Farhan Farooqui 

Marco Fernandez 

Christopher Fiedler 

Bradley Fine 

Alexander Forowycz 

William Frame 

Watson Fung 

Paul Gabriel 

Maribel Galiano-Goll 

John Garino 

Dalia Garunas 

Abraham Gaupp 

Frank Gentile 

Alphonsa George 

Trevor Gibbs 

Samantha Gitelis 

John Goeders 

Nancy Gonzalez 

Ajay Gopalka 

Maria Gordan 

Robert Griesemer 

Lisa Grilly 

Brian Grimaud 

Eileen Grubb 

Ashley Gunter 

Ashish Gupta 

Rajat Gupta 

Rajeev Gupta 

Allen Gustin 

Glen Gutzke 

Susan Hann 

Mark Hanna 

Keith Hanni 

Junaid Haq 

Glorilee Harper 

Michael Haske 

William Hauter 

Paul Hawkins 

George Hefner 

Jason Hennes 

Matthew Henry 

Joseph Holtman 

Robert Hruby 

Michael Hruskocy 

Hao Hua 

Robert Husfield 

Jae Hyun 

Anna Isyanov 

Barbara Jericho 

Divyang Joshi 

Srilakshmi Kadiyala 

Torry Kahute 

Guy Kaissar 

Manoj Kalayil 

Saad Kamal 

Ramesh Kancherla 

Evan Kapanga 

Eric Kapustka 

Tripti Kataria 

George Katsoyannis 

Scott Kerr 

Zareena Khan 

Taj Khan 

Charles Kim 

Ho Kim 

Jennifer Ko 

David Krodel 

Mark Krohe 

Taften Kuhl 

Edward Lee 

Keith Lee 

Colin Liberman 

Victor Lichtenberg 

Matthew Lindahl 



 

 

 

Brian Lopp 

Graham Lubinsky 

Paul Lugthart 

Anna Makowiecki 

Craig Malk 

Margaret Malone 

Joseph Maloney 

Marco Mamic 

David Mann 

Michael Marinello 

Steven Marquardt 

Danny Martel 

Peter Martin 

Annette Martini 

John Martucci 

Abraham Mathew 

Russell McLaughlin 

Surya Menta 

Brandon Merling 

Eric Meyer 

William Miller 

Julia Milman 

Cezary Miskiewicz 

Daniel Mitchell 

Jason Mitchell 

Scott Mittenthal 

Numairuddin Mohammed 

Shireen Mohiuddin 

Martin Monahan 

Dean Monma 

Lilly Moon 

Camille Moore 

Neal Mugve 

David Myerson 

Vishrut Naik 

Pooja Narang 

Shweta Narang 

Linda Nikho 

Michael Nikolov 

Bao Nguyen 

Chiebonam Oguejiofor 

Daniel O'Neil 

Audrey Oware 

Vishal Oza 

John Palmieri 

Anjana Panjwani 

Kirk Papa 

Omar Pardesi 

Jim Park 

Adam Parnass 

Sudhakar Paruchuri 

Dhruvesh Patel 

Naitik Patel 

Neel Patel 

Niki Patel 

Romy Patel 

Roshan Patel 

Ruchik Patel 

Sonal Patel 

Jennifer Pathy 

Shruti Patil 

Todd Patterson 

C Pauly 

Matthew Peecher 

Peter Pelletier 

Edelberto Perez 

Paola Pesantes 

Krysta Peters 

Walter Petri 

Adamina Podraza 

Michael Presta 

Tomasz Przezdziak 

Jaroslaw Przybyl 

Michael Pugnale 

Chandra Pulluru 

Neal Puthumana 

Kristen Rao 

Kadijah Ray 



 

 

 

David Rehn 

Brian Rojek 

Neelam Rozanski 

Stephen Rublaitus 

Paula Rudnik 

Wendy Rush 

Akaub Sakvacion 

Madison Sample 

Ronvir Sangha 

Ashley Sarver 

Scott Sattovia 

Huma Sayeed 

David Schetter 

Jillian Schmelzle-Kraemer 

Karen Schneider 

Kelli Sekulovich 

Sally Seraphin 

Nirav Shah 

Nishant Shah 

Vihang Shah 

Connor Shannon 

Patrick Shea 

Elizabeth Sherrow 

Sang Shin 

Daniel Short 

Attia Shuja 

Aisha Siddiqui 

Santosh Singh 

Lisa Solomon 

Aisha Sozzer 

Alex Stanziola 

Nathan Steiner 

John Sudkamp 

Rohan Sundaralingam 

Martin Szafran 

Michael Tax 

Caroline ter Rahe 

Raghavender Thunga 

Adam Tiagonce 

Jeffrey Tony 

Charles Tuma 

John Valadka 

Martin Valente 

Ryan Vealey 

Jacob Vohs 

Michael Voronov 

Christine Vranas 

A Yaser Wafai 

Benjamin Wakefield 

Benjamin Wallis 

Tom Wang 

Andrew Ward 

Eric Werner 

Peggy Wheeler 

Phillip Williams 

Jennifer Wojtczak 

Michael Woo 

Andrew Wuenstel 

Brett Wurth 

Edward Yang 

Ben Yerlioglu 

David Young 

Adam Young 

Rashid Zaffer 

Ryan Zaglama 

Leonard Zalik 

Glenn Zemel 

Ying Zhu 


