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The May Revision to the Governor’s proposed fiscal year (FY) 2020–21 budget was released 
today. To address a projected $54.3 billion budget gap due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
subsequent recession, the May Revision reflects substantial budget reductions throughout state 
government, including the judicial branch. In addition to the withdrawal of a number of judicial 
branch funding proposals that were initially included in the Governor’s Budget released in 
January, there are reductions proposed for all branch entities. 
 
Despite the proposed reductions, the Governor continues to make critical General Fund 
investments in the branch. In order to mitigate the impact of reduced civil and criminal fee 
revenue to the Trial Court Trust Fund, the budget includes $273.8 million General Fund over 
2019–20 and 2020–21 to backfill the lost revenue. In recognition of the expected backlog of case 
filings in 2020–21 due to court closures, the budget includes $50 million for the trial courts. 
Additionally, the budget includes $30.1 million General Fund in continuance of the policy to 
fund trial court employee retirement and health benefit costs.  
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Budget Reductions 

The Governor proposed the following General Fund budget reductions for 2020–21 based on a 
10% reduction to base operations funding.  
 
Supreme Court   $2.709 million 
Courts of Appeal   $11.630 million 
Trial Courts    $178.102 million  
Judicial Council   $7.865 million 
Habeas Corpus Resource Center $1.011 million 
  Total     $201.317 million 
 
The May Revision also proposed a 5% reduction to the following trial court local assistance programs. 
 
Dependency Counsel      $7.835 million 
Court Interpreters      $6.035 million 
California Collaborative and Drug Court Projects  $0.058 million 
Court Appointed Special Advocate Program   $0.136 million 
Model Self Help      $0.048 million 
Equal Access Fund      $1.019 million 
Family Law Information Centers    $0.017 million 
Civil Case Coordination     $0.042 million 
  Total        $15.190 million 
 
The Governor has proposed additional General Fund budget reductions for FY 2021–22 based on 
a 5% reduction to base operations funding.   
 
Supreme Court   $1.075 million 
Courts of Appeal   $4.961 million 
Trial Courts    $28.121 million  
Judicial Council   $4.258 million 
Habeas Corpus Resource Center $0.283 million 
  Total     $38.698 million 

Changes to the Governor’s Budget  

In addition to the reductions identified above, the May Revision proposed changes to many of 
the funding items that were included in the Governor’s January budget as well as some 
investments in the branch. 
 
  



Judicial Officers, Court Administrators, and Employees of the California Judicial Branch 
May 14, 2020 
Page 3 
 
 
Proposed New Funding  
 
COVID-Driven Caseload Backlog Funding: $50 million one-time General Fund in 2020–21 to 
assist courts in addressing the backlog of filings that have accumulated due to court closures in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Modernizing Courts: $25 million General Fund investment to support the modernization of 
many core services required by court users, which includes court staff, judicial officers, justice 
partners, attorneys, and the public. 
 
Litigation Management Program Costs: $437,000 General Fund to fund litigation costs that 
were previously provided by the Department of Justice. 
 
Changed or Updated Items 
 
The Administration continues to support critical funding for core operational costs in the courts.  
Updated funding levels proposed in the May Revision for these items are as follows: 
 
Trial Court Trust Fund Revenue Backfill: $273.8 million General Fund to backfill the decline 
of fines and penalty revenues expected in 2020–21. This level of funding is intended for 
incremental changes to the 2019–20 backfill included in the January budget, and the total 2020–21 
backfill.  
 
There is also budget bill language proposed to allow the Department of Finance to increase the 
backfill amount, in the event revenues decline below current projections. 
 
Employee Costs: $30.1 million ongoing General Fund for trial court employee health benefits 
and retirement costs, which is a $5 million decrease from the $35.1 million included in the 
January budget.   
 
Language Access Expansion in the California Courts: $9.9 million General Fund in 2020–21, 
and $9.5 annually thereafter, for increased court interpreter costs and to purchase equipment for 
the newly-established Video Remote Interpreting Program. This represents an increase of  
$1 million more than in the January budget. 
 
Extend Availability to Expend Court Innovations Grant Funds: Due to the impact of 
COVID-19, budget bill language is proposed to allow the branch additional time in 2020–21 to 
expend authorized 2019–20 budget amounts.  
 
Governor’s Budget Items that are Sustained  
 
While there are significant reductions and funding changes proposed in the May Revision, the 
budget continues to include the following items that were initially proposed in the January budget. 
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Dependency Counsel: $23.1 million federal funds for court-appointed dependency counsel, 
passed through the California Department of Social Services. 
 
Fines and Fees: $11.5 million General Fund in 2020–21, increasing to $56 million beginning in 
2023–24 to reduce inequities in the current fines and fees structure. The resources would allow 
the court system to expand the use of an online ability-to-pay tool statewide for both traffic and 
non-traffic infractions. Of the $11.5 million proposed in 2020–21, $7.6 million is to backfill the 
estimated loss in revenue to support trial court operations as a result of penalty reductions. The 
ongoing amount includes $2 million to implement the online application system and $54 million 
to backfill the estimated revenue loss. 
 
Chapter 217, Statutes of 2019 (AB 330, Gabriel) – Appointed Legal Counsel in Civil Cases: 
$11.2 million for the Trial Court Trust Fund for administration of the Shriver Civil Counsel program 
to support costs associated with administering an increase in grantees funded by the program and a 
mandated study, as a result of the enactment of Chapter 217, Statutes of 2019 (AB 330). 
 
Chapter 993, Statutes of 2018 (AB 1793, Bonta) – Cannabis Convictions – Resentencing:  
Budget bill language is proposed to allow unspent funds that were included in the 2019 Budget Act 
($13.9 million General Fund), as a result of the enactment of Chapter 993, Statutes of 2018 (AB 
1793), to be carried over into the 2020–21 fiscal year, rather than reverting to the General Fund.  
 
Judicial Compensation Adjustments: $12.8 million General Fund for previously approved 
judicial officer salary and benefit cost increases. Judicial salaries are set by operation of statute 
(Government Code section 68200 et seq.) and increases are tied to state employee salaries. The 
increase reflects the average salary increase for the current fiscal year for California state 
employees as defined in Government Code section 68203(a). 
 
Employee Costs: $14.7 million ($13 million General Fund) to fund retirement cost adjustments, 
and salary and benefit costs that were previously approved in the 2019 Budget Act, for 
employees of the Supreme Court ($1.3 million), Courts of Appeal ($6.6 million), Judicial 
Council ($6.2 million), and Habeas Corpus Resource Center ($0.6 million).  
 
Rent Costs: $1.3 million for rent increases in buildings occupied by the Supreme Court, Courts 
of Appeal, Judicial Council, and Habeas Corpus Resource Center. 
 
Withdrawn Items 
 
As part of the Governor’s efforts to balance the budget by making reductions across state 
government, some important judicial branch funding proposals that were initially included in the 
January budget have been withdrawn from the May Revision.   
 
Trial Court Operations: $107.6 million ongoing General Fund for trial court operational costs. 
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Information Technology Modernization: $10.3 million General Fund in 2020–21 and $3.4 
million ongoing to implement information technology initiatives designed to digitize the court 
system. Funding for this effort can be considered as part of the $25 million investment in 
modernizing the courts. 
 
Digitizing Documents Phases 2 and 3: $6.9 million General Fund in 2020–21 and $11.3 million 
in 2021–22 to implement the second and third phases of an initiative to digitize court records in 
approximately 15 courts. Funding for this effort can be considered as part of the $25 million 
investment in modernizing the courts. 
 
Court Navigators Program: $8.1 million General Fund in 2020–21, and $15.5 million annually 
thereafter, to establish a Court Navigators program. The program may be authorized, but without 
funding. 
 
Statutory Statewide External Audit Program – Trial Courts: $1 million General Fund 
annually for the State Controller’s Office to complete audits of revenues, expenditures, and fund 
balances under each trial court’s control.   
 
Appellate Courts – Court Appointed Counsel Projects: $1.2 million ongoing General Fund to 
support increased costs for contractual services provided by the Supreme Court and Courts of 
Appeal Court-Appointed Counsel Projects. 

Courthouse Construction 

The Governor’s May Revision does not include the $2 billion set aside to fund construction of 
additional courthouses that was included in the January proposal. However, the May Revision 
does propose an additional $13.2 million lease revenue bond authority related to the Superior 
Court of Stanislaus County’s new Modesto courthouse project as well as technical budget 
updates to several existing projects. 

Next Steps on Judicial Branch Budget 

The Governor’s May Revision initiates the final phase for development of the 2020–21 budget 
that begins on July 1, 2020. The next few weeks will include further discussions with the 
Administration and the Legislature to pass a balanced budget by the June 15 constitutional 
deadline. Given the uncertainty of state General Fund revenues, there may be additional changes 
to the budget this summer. 
 
The Governor’s proposed FY 2020–21 budget may be reviewed at: www.ebudget.ca.gov.  

http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
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