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In the first years of his pontificate, Pope Francis
has defied easy categorization in terms of the
divisions that have plagued the Church over
the past three decades. The first Pope from
the global south, his pontificate marks an
important turning point for the Catholic Church
in more ways than one. This lecture examines
Francis’s pontificate by looking at how his
experience as a Jesuit and as an Archbishop in
Argentina has shaped his vision of the Church
as a principal sign and instrument of God'’s
mercy in the world, especially “on the margins.”
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Matthew Ashley is an associate professor of Systematic
Theology in the Department of Theology. He has a B.S. in
philosophy and physics from St. Louis University, a
master’s of theological studies degree from the Weston
Jesuit School of Theology, and a Ph.D. in theology from the
University of Chicago. Having authored or edited six books
and numerous articles, Ashley’s research focuses on
theology and science and on the history of Christian
spirituality. His most recent book is Take Lord and Receive,
All My Memory: Toward an Anamnestic Mysticism.

Offered annually through Notre Dame's
network of more than 200 alumni clubs,
Hesburgh Lectures are delivered by ND faculty
nominated by colleagues and deans of the
University. The program honoring former ND
president Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, C.S.C,
encourages intellectual dialogue between
alumni, community members, and ND faculty.
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