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The Marks of Discipleship 

Pray daily 

Worship weekly 

Read the Bible 

Serve at or beyond Light of Christ 

Relate to others for spiritual growth 

Give of my time, talents and resources 
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Stepping into a New Day 

 The fundraising portion of our New Day campaign is wrapping up and I’m pleased to 
report that at this juncture we have over 80 households that have pledged to the campaign for 
a total of over $336,000.  To put this in a larger context, Tim Johnson, our Kairos consultant, 
told me that the average amount raised in a debt reduction/retirement campaign is 50% of a 
congregation’s annual giving.  Our financial giving in 2018 was about $475,000, so we have 
raised about 70% of our annual giving which puts us well about the average congregation.  So, 
thank you, and well done!   

 The money that has been pledged will be divided in three ways.  First, about $32,000 
will be used to repay our Mission Investment Fund for the campaign expenses and fees. The 
Mission Investment Fund is our “savings/rainy day” fund and we borrowed from it upfront to 
pay for the campaign expenses and fees.  Now we need to replenish it.  

 Second, we decided to use 10% of what we raised to strengthen our outreach to 
others.  So, we’ll take around $37,000 and use that to help fund our new initiatives in serving 
the poor.  (Giving away 10% of our financial contributions is a long-standing tradition here at 
Light of Christ.  Each year we give 10% of our annual contributions to the Minneapolis Area 
Synod, our regional jurisdiction, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, our national 
church body, as well as 1% to Love INC.)   

 Third, the remainder of the campaign funds, about $267,000, will be used to reduce 
our indebtedness on the Education Wing.  Beginning this month, we will use our campaign 
funds to pay our monthly mortgage payments and reduce the principal on our loan.  This will 
mean that three years from now, in the summer of 2022, our mortgage should only be about 
$160,000.  In addition, we will have significantly reduced the amount interest we will pay over 
the life of the loan.   

 The Council is also taking the next steps on implementing the four initiatives we 
identified as our highest priorities moving forward: strengthening our worship and music 
ministry; strengthening our children, youth, and family ministry; broadening our service to the 
poor; and strengthening our ministries of healing and wholeness, especially with those who are 
suffering from mental illnesses.  We are forming four task forces of 5-7 people each.  These task 
forces will chart the path forward in each of these areas of ministry for the next three years 
because these initiatives need to be more than words on banners – they need to become alive 
and real in our life as a congregation.  So, if you are being led to serve on one of these task 
forces please contact me or one of the members of the Church Council.         

(continued on next page) 



THANK YOU for your generosity!  To date we have received $336,709 in gifts and 3-year 
pledges from 81 Light of Christ households for our New Day capital campaign.   These 
resources will help us to work toward paying off our Education Wing, while freeing up 
funds for other important ministry. 
 

We're not done as yet.  Each and every gift or pledge strengthens Light of Christ and 
helps us to grow in our ministry.  One of the most meaningful expressions of what's  
important to each of us is where we trust our hard-earned income and other resources.   
And we treasure each and every gift that is entrusted to Light of Christ.  So, if you 
haven't as yet, please consider being a part of this important New Day appeal effort to 
extend Christ's reach and to deepen the bonds between us.  Pledge cards are available at 
church or on our website at www.lightofchristlutheran.com under the “Give” tab.  
There is no gift too small.  A monthly commitment of any size helps this ministry which 
we all share to reflect Christ's light and love, and it gives opportunity for each of us to 
also experience the joy of giving.   
 

 Finally, I’m pleased to be able to tell you that our Worship and Music Director Search 
Committee is hard at work.  We are currently receiving applications from prospective candidates.  As 
of this writing we have received four applications, and they are all well qualified.  If you know of 
anyone who may be interested in applying for this position, please let them know that now is the 
time for them to send us their resume.  Our schedule is to interview/audition in April and May, make 
a recommendation to the Council in June, and have our new Worship and Music Director in place in 
July or August.   

 As you can see, there is much for us to do as we step into this New Day at Light of Christ.  
Above all, pray for the Lord’s blessing on us as we take up these new initiatives.  Pray that we will be 
made more like Christ – in our giving, our serving, our worshiping, our caring, and our nurturing – so 
that we may be God’s beloved children, living as God’s beloved community, and caring for God’s 
beloved creation.   

Stepping into this New Day with you,  

Pastor K 
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    QUILTING 

The LOC Quilters  meet 

weekly on Mondays at  

10:00 a.m. in Room 106 at 

the church.  Everyone 

welcome!  No quilting 

experience necessary!! 

New Member Sunday 

May 5, 2019 
New members will be received on 
Sunday, May 5.  A Discover Light of 
Christ session will be held for new 
members, or for those exploring the 
possibility of membership, on 
Sunday, April 7, from 4-6:00 pm. 
Anyone interested in joining is 
invited to contact the church office 
at lochrist@frontiernet.net or 
763-972-2400. 

 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 18  – Worship with 

Holy Communion at 7:00 pm; 

First Communion for 4th Graders 

Good Friday, April 19  – Family Worship at 

5:00 pm with Cross Crafts following 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 21 – Worship with Holy 

Communion at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am. 

 

We rejoice as we 
welcome into our 
church family through 
the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism: 
 
 

Marielle Eve Ricke 
Born:  May 26, 2018 
Baptized: March 10, 2019 
Parents: Mark & Lindsay Ricke 
Sponsors: Davie Ricke 
  Lisa Verna 
 

Jackson Gregory Fegers 
Born:  August 29, 2018 
Baptized: March 24, 2019 
Parents: Justin & Angela Fegers 
Sponsors: Marshall Fegers 
 

Laura LeeAnn Myhre 
Born:  February 7, 2019 
Baptized: March 31, 2019 
Parents: Jordan & Kayla Myhre 
Sponsors: MaryJo Buysse 
  Nathan Maher 
  Tyler Maher 
  Colleen Myhre 

mailto:lochrist@frontiernet.net?subject=Discover%20Light%20of%20Christ


CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY NEWS 
FLEECE TIE BLANKET—FAMILY SERVICE EVENT  
Families at Light of Christ made fleece tie blankets in February to donate to local organizations. The 25 
blankets were donated to the Delano Fire Department, Wright Co. Crisis Nursery and Wright Co. Health 
and Human Services. Members, Kendall VanLith and Stephanie Larison (pictured below), brought 6 of the 
blankets to the Fire Department and presented them to Captain Matt VanLith. He informed us that the 
blankets would be used to help comfort victims at house fires or accident scenes. Kim Wortz and family 
delivered 10 blankets to the Wright Co. Health and Human Services, where social workers will bring the 
blankets to kids suffering from mental illness. They will be delivered through home visits where kids might 
be anxious, depressed, may have very little or be struggling at home or school and a new, special blanket 
will give them comfort. Lastly, Traci Torgerson delivered the remaining blankets to the Wright Co. Crisis 
Nursery where kids and families will receive them when they arrive at their location in times of need. 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated money, fleece and time to make this event (and the blankets) 
possible! We are also grateful to Thrivent for the Action Grant (through Laura Jaunich) that helped supply 
funds to purchase the remaining needed fleece. We trust that God will work through the efforts of our 
hands and our hearts to bring comfort to those in need.     



INTERFAITH BRIDGE BUILDING EVENT  
Are you interested in conversations across difference and in learning how interfaith friendships enrich 
our lives? In today’s social climate, learning to have interfaith conversations is becoming more and more 
important. We must learn to navigate our diverse world with the Love given to us by Christ!  
 

Join Light of Christ for the morning and afternoon on April 13th for Interfaith Bridge Building, a pro-
gram through Augsburg College designed to bridge gaps across difference! Activities for the day in-
clude a visit to a local mosque, conversations about interfaith values and Islamophobia, and an inter-
faith service-learning opportunity. Youth in grades 7-12 are welcome to join as well as any adult 
members of the congregation! We will leave the church for Augsburg around 8 AM and return 
around 4:30 PM. This event is supported by both the YFM team and the Social Justice Ministry, so 
contact either David or Amber Becker for more information if you’re interested. Cost is $20. You can 
find a sign-up sheet on a table in the Narthex!  

CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY NEWS (cont’d) 

YOUTH LEAD CONFERENCE 
It’s been said that youth are either leading in their congregations or they are leaving their congrega-
tions! On April 27th, Lutheran churches from around the Twin Cities area will be gathering to share 
about how youth are leading in and out of their church communities! Join us from 9 am - 4:30 pm for 
games, activities, and lessons designed to enable youth to become better leaders in their faith 
communities! This conference will look great on resumes for college, and youth will learn applicable 
leadership skills for any situation. Spots are open for youth in grades 9-12. If you are interested in this 
amazing opportunity, contact David at locministrycyf@gmail.com. Spots for the conference are 
limited, so sign up before you miss out! 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP DINNER 
All are welcome to join us on Sunday, April 14 from 4-6 pm to learn more about Lake Wapogasset 
Lutheran Bible Camp and hear about our plans to grow a camp scholarship fund. Luke Halverson, 
Director of Programs and Operations at Wapo, will be our guest speaker at the event and a BBQ meal 
will be served (pulled pork, mashed potatoes and veggies). We currently have enough funds in our 
account to provide a scholarship for each child attending camp this summer ($100 for each week-long 
camper and $50 for each weekend camper) but we want to keep this tradition alive and continue to 
encourage families to send their kids to camp! A healthy scholarship fund will allow us to do this and 
prepare for the growth in our camp numbers that we expect to see. In 2018 we had 13 kids attend 
Bible camp with Light of Christ. As of March 21, 2019 we have 31 kids registered to attend summer 
Bible camp! Our goal is to continue to grow these numbers so that more and more kids experience 
the life-changing impact of camp. RSVP at the link below on our website and join us to learn more at 
the Camp Scholarship Dinner! 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSd9YGpBkpW5Te1KR5xEB7kMNXRSpnjpxTySTD8iAuw_oE2pMQ/viewform  

mailto:locministrycyf@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9YGpBkpW5Te1KR5xEB7kMNXRSpnjpxTySTD8iAuw_oE2pMQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9YGpBkpW5Te1KR5xEB7kMNXRSpnjpxTySTD8iAuw_oE2pMQ/viewform


 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY SERVICE TEAM 
Members of Light of Christ are dedicated to 
serving the Lord by sharing, caring and 
loving, and do so through the work of 
Monthly Service Teams, serving at funerals, 
Sunday morning coffee time and other 
functions.    

    April Service Team families: 

Lee & Cheri Ashfeld 

Wade & Kathy Baluski 

Lee & Michelle Bunker 

Tim & Rhonda Current 

Brandt & Natalie Dinger 

Bill & Sue Fink 

Scott & Laura Heideman 

Brandon & Sue Heinzen 

Brian & Aimee Kettenacker 

Jarrett & Laura Lundquist 

Landon & Maria Menz 

Chris Meyers 

Steve & Traci Meyers 

Mike & Candace Mielke 

Kevin & Holly Mikkelsen 

Brandon & Denise Mitchell 

Doug & Becky Schaust 

Jonathan & Allison Schrein 

Lisa Schroer 

Bryce & Crystal Stahlke 

Gordon & Eileen Torgerud 

Jamie & Sarah Ulferts 

Charlene Warne 

Sisters of LOC  

Please join us for a night of 
bingo and dinner! We will 
meet at the Delano Legion 
on Thursday, May 2nd at 5:30 
pm and eat dinner and ap-
petizers together.  Bingo 
starts at 6:15 pm, so come when you can.  Bingo 
costs $14 if you play all 10 games!  Who will be the 
lucky winners from our Sisters group?  Please 
RSVP by Wednesday, May 1st to Jennifer Grant  
(email sunshine41@frontiernet.net or call/text  
612-226-8181) so we can reserve tables together.  

  WOMEN’S BIBLE   

           STUDY 

The Holy Spirit: Past, 
Present, and Future is the topic for our 
Women's Bible Study this year.   We will 
explore questions like "What does the Bible and 
Christian history teach us about the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit?  How is the Holy Spirit 
at work in our lives and our world today?  Where is 
the Holy Spirit leading us as we move into a new 
future?"  Come and join us for prayer, study, and 
conversation about the least known and least 
understood person of the Holy Trinity.  We meet 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 
AM in Room 101.    

ADULT EDUCATION 

SUNDAYS, 9:30-10:30, 

Room 106/107 
 

ADULT EDUCATION - Praying More Like Jesus is 
the topic of our Sunday morning Bible study 
throughout Lent.  We will study the ways in 
which Jesus prayed and how we can apply that 
to our own prayer lives.  We will be using Philip 
Yancey’s book on Prayer as our resource book.  
So please come and join us at 9:30 AM each Sun-
day in Room 106.  

mailto:sunshine41@frontiernet.net?subject=Bingo


Greetings from Grace Place in Montrose!  
So blessed to be invited to partner with you all 
as we share a community meal with our 
neighbors! Thank you for your financial 
support allowing us to buy all the start-up 
supplies to begin serving.  Below you will find 
upcoming dates of future community meals, 
consider joining us! We would love to have you 
serve alongside us and share a meal! We serve 
from 5-7pm at Montrose Community Center. 
Bring the whole family. 
 April 18  May 16 
Want to know more? Give me a call or text - 
Pastor Cathy (763-528-1784, 
grace.place.montrose.mn@gmail.com) 

LOVE INC OPPORTUNITIES 

 Love INC Heartland Gala on April 28 at the Medina Entertainment 
Center. See flyer posted on church bulletin board for more info. 

 Love INC Fresh Start program is looking for church groups that are 
willing to provide a meal for 25-30 people on a Monday evening.  
Also, if you are interested in being a childcare worker on Mondays, 
contact Lisa at Love INC —763-972-6547 ext. 3. 

 Ministry needs:  Please bring any donations to Love INC in Delano. 

Laundry Soap         Canned Diced Tomatoes                                                                                           
Dish Soap                Oatmeal                                                                                                   

Toilet Paper            Peanut Butter         

Paper Towels         Sugar, white or brown                                                                                  

Conditioner             Cream of Chicken or Mushroom Soup      

mailto:grace.place.montrose.mn@gmail.com


 

April Birthdays 
1 Patrick Custer, Alexis 

Rothstein, Bryce Uecker 

2 Wendy Haley, Owen Johnson, 
Tyler Malo 

3 Todd Andreasen, Derek 
Horeis 

4 Jennifer Almquist, Cheryl 
Gielau, Tanner Johnson, 
Cynthia Kuenzel, Dan Paulson 

5 Finley Demeules, April Fritz, 
Stephanie Gallus 

6 Frederick Beardsley, Nicole 
Buenger, Heather Dickey, 
Andrew Kelly, Sue Stahlke 

7 Grant Benson, Jeff Graunke,  
Wade Sprengeler, Matt 
Strobl, Zachary Towne 

8 Ed Buethe, Leah Custer, 
Marcus Eidahl, Aimee 
Kettenacker, Deb Oelrich, 
Leighton Peterson 

9 Beth Coulombe, Danica 
Lindorff 

10 Tim Allison, Cheri Ashfeld, 
Dawn Cook 

11 Brenna Demeules, Judy 
Schuette, Eileen Torgerud 

12 Aric Beardsley, Becca  
Finkelson, Rachel Halbersma, 
Charlie Jose, Kayleigh Olson 

13 Chase Christenson 

14 Alayna Ahlstrom, Kathy 
Baluski, Jason Engel, Will 
Magaard, Brant Olson, Eilee 
Olson 

15 Gavin Carson, Ethan Thomas 

16 Bradon Thomas 

17 Siri Bartlein, Kailey 
Christiansen, Lettie Eichten, 
Eric  Hanson 

18 Bella Dinger, Olivia Kopperud  

 

18 John McKisson 

19 Doug Campbell, Henry 
Huetteman, Michael Larison, 
Brandon Moe, Cassandra 
Moe, Joshua Moe, Chris 
Sandberg, Sydney Strobl 

20    Sophia Fillmore 

21 Chloe Fritz, Lowell Johnson, 
Mark Vatnsdal, Anna 
Wischmann 

22 Rachel Dalbec, Kwin 
Donahue, Rebecca Farniok, 
Derek Schansberg 

23 Rick Niedzielski, Stacey 
Schramel, Ally Underhill, Jim 
VanCura 

24 Susan Larison, Tom 
Lemmerman, Jeanie Stigman 

25 Emma Andreasen, Haley 
Andreasen, Brady Burbach, 
Jennifer Grant, Tony Leonard, 
Nolan Peterson 

26 Christina Garrett, Carolyn 
Hirsch, Gary Kroells, Griffin 
Rosaaen, Rebecca Rue, 
Renee Simenson, Tim 
Vanderlinde 

27 Alice Evjen, Briana VanCura 

28 Wendy Caslavka, Nancy 
Cordes, Theodore DeMars, 
Madison Elstad, Joel Lemke 

29 Emily Anderson, Marcie 
Ludwig, Cael Olson, Brynn 
Spanier 

30 Dan Eichten, Dave Hauge, 
Briana Johnson 

 

 

 

 
 

April Anniversaries  

9 Brian & Lori Anderson 

11     Dale & Janelle Russenberger;  
         Michael McAdam & Michael  
         Warmuth 

14 Curt & Terri Reuter 

16 Mel & Julie Bernick; 
Jeff & Sherri Rubertus 

19    Ryan & Kali Anderson; 
         Roland & Oda Carlson 

20    Dick & Elizabeth Coulombe 

21     Jim & Jen Burbach; 
         Chris & Melanie Gross 

22    Mark & Renee Simenson 

23    Dan & Laurie Langner 

24    Tim & Rhonda Current 

26 Brian & Beth Beardsley 

28    Jeremiah & Natasha Werner 

30    Chris & Wendy Meyer 
 

If you are celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary in 
April, and your name is not 
listed, please contact the 
church office so that we may 
update our records. Thank 
you! 



BIBLE STUDY SURVEY 
 

The congregation has asked for Small Group Bible Studies 
to be held at an alternate time than on Sundays between 
services. We ask that all who are interested please help us 
by completing this questionnaire so that we can plan the 
day/time that best fits the needs of the congregation.  
 

What evening(s) would work best? 
Sunday evening _____ 
Tuesday evening _____ 
Wednesday evening _____ 
Thursday evening _____ 

 
Time? 
6:30 pm _____ 
7:00 pm _____ 

  7:30 pm _____ 
8:00 pm _____ 

 
Are there any topics you would like to study and discuss?  
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Would you like to participate in an online study?  ________________________ 
 

Please place completed survey in the offering plate or return to the church office.  
Thank you. 


