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Pray daily
Worship weekly
The monthly newsletter of
Read the Bible
Light of Christ Lutheran Church, Serve at or beyond Light of Christ
Relate to others for spiritual growth
Delano, MN
Give of my time, talents and resources

Sunday mornings—9:00 am
Monday evenings—7:00 pm
Holy Communion will be served at each service
Dog Days of Summer
6:15 pm on the 1st & 3rd Monday of each month

Check out our website:
3976 County Line Road SE, Delano
#763-972-2400

www.lightofchristlutheran.com

Staffing for Growth
Two of the four major initiatives to come out of our New Day Campaign are to strengthen our worship and music ministry and our children, youth, and family ministry. One of the ways in which we
are strengthening these ministries is by growing our staff. We have made the commitment to
move to a full-time Worship and Music Director and to move toward two full-time Children, Youth,
and Family Directors over the next five years.
Growing our staff is a critical piece of our plan to grow as a congregation. In my experience, a congregation can staff in three ways: for decline, for maintenance, and for growth. Now, of course, a
congregation doesn’t deliberately staff for decline but that is the net effect of the decisions they
make regarding staffing. There are other congregations that staff in order to maintain the status
quo. And then there are the most vibrant, visionary congregations that staff for growth, that is,
they staff in a way that allows staff members the time and energy to be creative, visionary, and
innovative. We are committed to being a congregation that is always staffing for growth.
Our Worship and Music Search Committee is hard at work. We received ten applications for our
full-time Worship and Music Director position. All the applicants had graduate degrees in music
and anywhere from three to more than twenty years of experience. We were delighted with the
high quality of the applicants.
We have chosen to interview and audition three of the candidates. Two of the interviews/
auditions were in person and the third was via Skype. We’ve also decided to have all three of the
candidates come to Light of Christ in June and play for worship on a Sunday morning/Monday
evening. Then following each service there will be a time to get to know each of the candidates
and do a little Q and A.
On June 9/10 Katie Kohler will be with us; on June 16/17 Paula Paige Mowbray will be here at Light
of Christ; and on June 23/24 we will be hosting Pastor Young Chung. The Search Committee would
like to hear from you about each of the candidates. You can give your feedback/impressions/
insights to any member of the Committee: Marcus Hanson (chair), Laurie Brown, Michelle Bunker,
Sue Fink, Bridget Hanson, JoMarie Williamson, or me.
Once we have hosted each of the candidates the Committee intends to make a recommendation
to the Church Council around July 1. The Council will then make the final decision on which candidate to whom we will offer the position. Please continue to keep this Search process and the decision on a new Worship and Music Director in your prayers.
We are also hard at work to find a successor to David by the end of the summer. We are currently
recruiting people to serve on a Search Committee to find a new Associate Director of Children,
Youth, and Family Ministry so please let me know if you are interested in serving on this Search
Committee over the next three months.
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We have also decided to reconfigure our staffing for our Children, Youth, and Family Ministry. Beginning September 1 Kirsten Kelly, our Director for Children, Youth, and Family, will increase her hours
from 16 hours a week to 24-28 hours per week. Then we will add a half-time Associate Director to work
with Kirsten. And rather than strictly separate the duties as we have (the Director focusing on birth
through sixth grade, and the Associate Director on junior and senior high) we are making this a “job
sharing” arrangement in which Kirsten and the Associate Director will divide the duties of the position
between the two of them based on skills, experience, and feasibility. So, both Kirsten and our new
Associate Director will both be working with children, youth, and families of all ages.
If you are interested in this position, or know someone who is, please apply or encourage the person
you know to apply. And as with our Worship and Music Search Committee, please keep our Children,
Youth, and Family Search Committee in your prayers. For above all, these two search processes are a
matter of discernment. We are seeking to discern the will of the Holy Spirit for us. The question is
not: who do we want here at Light of Christ, but who does the Spirit want? Pray that we will have the
grace, the wisdom, and the sensitivity to discern to whom the Spirit is leading us.
Grace and peace always,

Pastor Bruce Kuenzel

Picnic in the Park!

We welcome the
newest members
of Light of Christ
who joined on
May 5, 2019:
Luke & Cat Borman Owen, Carina, Wyatt
1054 Woods Creek Dr.
Delano, MN 55328 612-423-2616
Greg & Jennifer Hinker Emerson, Madison
1336 Woods Creek Dr.
Delano, MN 55328 763-458-6024
Jordan & Kayla Myhre Laura
4967 River Oaks Rd.
Rockford, MN 55373 763-443-7071

You are invited on Tuesday, June 11th to the
Delano Central Park gazebo for a Light of
Christ potluck dinner and evening of fun!
Grilling starts at 6:00 pm. Hotdogs,
hamburgers, lemonade & water provided.
Family last name starting with:
A-I bring salad or veggies
J-R bring chips or fruit
S-Z bring dessert
Join us for a night of fun, food & fellowship!
Picnic will move to LOC fellowship hall in
the event of rain. RSVP by May 31st to Heidi
Goldbeck: text 612-418-0111 or
heidigold100@gmail.com.

Shared Leadership
is at the center of
Light of Christ's
ability to reach its
maximum potential
as a church body. We are thankful for a
congregation of talented, generous and
energetic people.
Church membership is a partnership where we
achieve our maximum potential with everyone
contributing according to individual interests,
comfort level and God-given talents. Through
the 2018/2019 school year, Light of Christ has
been blessed with willing volunteers serving God
and our congregation in so very many ways. The
countless hours are an exceptional gift but also a
necessity. It is with active participation from
every person that we are the healthiest
congregation and have the greatest impact for
Light of Christ, our Delano community and
beyond.
With the end of the school year, we slow a bit
over the summer months as we rejuvenate our
bodies and spirits. But we also look forward to
the fast-paced and exciting fall programs and
opportunities. Please prayerfully revisit where
you are currently sharing your time and consider
what additional interests you have and gifts you
can contribute. Light of Christ has multiple
service opportunities to ensure that there is a
good fit for every person!
Wherever your passions and prayers lead you
there is an opportunity to serve and, in service,
new friends will be made, ideas broadened and
faith made stronger! Your participation is
needed - as you see requests for service and/or
open positions needing assistance please
respond with your willingness to help.
A sincere THANK YOU to all who serve so
unselfishly! To all who actively and willingly
participate in Shared Leadership! You are a
blessing to all and a shining example of God's
love here at Light of Christ.

We rejoice as we
welcome into our church
family through the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism:
Tyler Justin Anderson
Born:
November 27, 2018
Baptized:
May 12, 2019
Parents:
Ryan & Kali Anderson
Sponsors:
Ryan & Brenda Prich
Matthew David Motzko
Born:
October 5, 2018
Baptized:
May 12, 2019
Parents:
David & Jessica Motzko
Sponsors:
Kyle & Megan Kampa
Michael & Jennifer Motzko
Samuel James Nordlie Jr.
Born:
September 12, 2018
Baptized:
May 19, 2019
Parents:
Samuel & Ashley Nordlie
Sponsors:
Kara Kreatz
Joe Nordlie

GRADUATE
BLESSING
JUNE 2, 2019

Congratulations to our 10th graders
who were confirmed on April 28,
2019. Please keep them in your
prayers.
David Boecker
Adam Brown
Jenna Bunker
Gavin Carson
Braeden Collings
Brenna Durick
Nicholas Egly
Madison Elstad
Zachary Fink
Kylee Heinzen
Noah Lind
Jack Magner
Gretchen Ness
Andrew Palan
Claire Roeglin
Claudia Schmidt
Reed Schmidt
Aidan Stigman
Kylie Strobl
Hunter Ulferts
Sydney Wuerger

We will bless our graduates on Sunday, June
2nd at the 9:00 am worship service. Please
plan to attend to honor our graduating
seniors at this special time in their lives. Light
of Christ’s 2019 high school graduates are:
Emma Andreasen
Haley Andreasen
Anna Blonigen
Reno Bredahl
Samuel Brown
Maya Carson
McKenzie Cayler
Alex Dalum
Kwin Donahue
Julia Egly
Annabel Frake
Brianna Goldbeck
Reed Graunke
Madison Halluska
Brandon Hokkanen
Tanner Kroells

Mollie Larson
Mollie Lohmann
Emily Olson
Gracie Peterson
Grace Popp
Jack Russell
Tanner Schroer-Lampi
Derek Techam
Lucas Truax
Ethan Underhill
Jack Voss
Seth Wiest
Hogan Williams
Brock Wuerger
Gretchen Wuerger

Following worship on Sunday June 16th,
Light of Christ is invited to join in recognition and celebration of the 35th anniversary
of Pastor Bruce's Ordination. We would like
to celebrate this special day with him by
sharing congratulations and fellowship
time. Please plan to join us for cake and
refreshments in the fellowship hall with
time to greet and congratulate Pastor Bruce
on this milestone!

ONLINE PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
Pictures are a great benefit of our online Light of Christ member
directory as they provide a visible way of connecting people by
putting a face with a name! Unfortunately, our directory is missing
photos from most of our members. Over the next several weeks we
are asking all members who have not yet uploaded their picture to the
online directory to please do so. (If you need a refresher of the
instructions, please contact the church office) If you prefer your
photo be uploaded by the church office, please take a digital photo and email it to
lochrist@frontiernet.net. A cell phone snapshot is perfectly acceptable for uploading;
however, multiple people in the photo limits the ability to have clear vision of each
individual. The directory does allow for posting both a family photo as well as individual
photos if multiple pictures are preferred. Also, a less congested background will result in a
clearer photo. For any member without the ability to provide a digital photo, we will have a
volunteer available after worship who will take your photo on upcoming dates. For those
interested, we will post photo dates as soon as they are finalized.
Our goal is to obtain photos of all Light of Christ members by June 30th. In the weeks
following June 30th, we will have all individual and family photos uploaded into the Light of
Christ online member directory. Having an updated directory complete with photos of all
members will be a huge asset in encouraging us to become better acquainted with fellow
members of our church family. Every member with online capabilities has access to the
directory. Members without online access can request a printed copy from the church
office, if desired. Thank you for making it a priority to have your picture included in the
Light of Christ directory!

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES
A growing number of members contribute weekly or monthly using
electronic giving methods. However, we understand that many prefer
placing an offering envelope in the plate. To eliminate the purchasedbut-unclaimed envelopes that are wasted, we're asking each family
that wants pre-printed envelopes to request them from the church
office by AUGUST 1st. Please email lochrist@frontiernet.net, call
763-972-2400, or stop in and tell Terri Reuter. This "OPT IN" method
will greatly benefit the office supplies budget. Thank you!

LIGHT OF CHRIST QUILTERS—BLESSING OF QUILTS
This talented women's quilting
group recently donated 33
quilts to Village Ranch which is
based out of Cokato. Village
Ranch has residential group
homes for boys and girls in
4 communities. It also licenses
and supports many foster homes
across MN as well as provides
outpatient therapy services to
children and families in many
locations. Thank you to these
generous and hard working
women!
Amber Dawn Andrews, Ann Bassett, Cheryl Collins, Carolyn Endsley, Laurie Grimm, Ginny Iverson,
Maxine Johnson, Sarah Ness, Lynda Pavlovich, Gloria Schuette, Joan Zimmerman

GRACE PLACE
Cathy Jones from
Grace Place in
Montrose will be
visiting Light of
Christ worship on
Sunday, June 16th and Monday, June
17th. Please welcome Cathy as she shares
information about Grace Place with our
congregation. The ministry at Grace
Place center provides a meeting place for
community to renew, grow and be
transformed. Grace Place offers education, health and wellness, and spiritual
practices through building of relationships with God and one another. This is
an opportunity for Light of Christ congregation to learn more about Grace Place
and their efforts to connect community
resources with people's needs.

LOVE INC OPPORTUNITIES








Love INC Fresh Start program is looking for
Church groups that are willing to provide a
meal for a Monday evening for 25-30 people.
Fresh Start sessions will end on June 17 and
start up again on Sept. 9. Anyone interested
in this program can contact Lisa for more
info.—763-972-6547 opt. 3
PCI needs: Please bring any donations to
Love INC in Delano: laundry soap, toilet
paper, conditioner, paper towels, dish soap
Back to School Supply Giveaway is on
August 21 at the WestPointe Church. A list of
items needed will be posted soon and
volunteers are welcome to help that day.
Howard Lake Thrift Store needs volunteers
on Thursdays, Fridays, or Saturdays to help
carry in furniture when donated. Let Lisa
know if you can help or stop in at the
Howard Lake store to see Gerry.

CHILDREN & FAMILY NEWS
REGISTER FOR VBS TODAY
(early bird closes June 9)!
Join us from July 28-31 (5:30 – 8 pm) for ROAR VBS at Light of
Christ! Kids will explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers them through this “wild life”! Children ages 3
(by June 1) through current/completed grade 3 are welcome to
participate and those currently in grades 4 through adult are
strongly encouraged to volunteer… we couldn’t do it without
you! If you register and pay by June 9 ($20/child with a $40 family
max), you will receive your family’s VBS ROAR CD and participant
t-shirt/s before July 4th! We know your family will love to listen to
the music this summer before VBS even begins, so register early
so you can learn the great songs!

CAMP PRAYER PARTNERS
This summer, we will have over 40 kids attending
Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp in Amery, WI.
We would like to invite congregation members to
pray for each of the kids by name as they prepare for
and attend Bible camp in June. If you would like to
commit to praying for a child attending camp (and
their family), please contact Kirsten or David and
they will get you a prayer postcard with a child’s
name on it. Thank you!

YOUTH NEWS
Confirmation Lenten Service Projects
As the school year comes to a close, so too does our year of Confirmation lessons. This past year,
from September through May, our 7th - 9th grade students gathered every Wednesday night to learn
more about prayer, the Bible, relationships, and how to live more like Jesus. However, during the
Lenten season, the students took a break from regularly scheduled lessons to partake in individual
service projects!

Our Confirmation program runs on a three-year cycle with shifting lesson plans each year and a different type of project for the Lenten season. This year’s project was all about learning to love and serve
our neighbors like Jesus did in his lifetime. So, we encouraged our Confirmation youth to go out and
serve our surrounding communities the best they can. It was heartwarming to see all the different
ways in which our youth were able to use their personal time and talents to serve the less fortunate,
sick, and impoverished.
In September of 2018 we had 50 of our Confirmation youth head down to Chanhassen to participate
in a Feed My Starving Children event. FMSC is a nonprofit Christian organization with a goal of providing inexpensive, filling meals to children and families around the world. Since 2009, FMSC has sent
meals to 97 different countries! This Lenten season we had several students go back to participate
with small groups or with their families. This a family-friendly event that is fun and meaningful for all
who get involved.
Other youth chose to participate in more local service projects. Other organizations our youth were
involved with include Love INC, Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners, and People Serving People. All of these organizations are catered to providing support and resources to the less-privileged
members of our communities. Our Confirmation youth sorted clothes, created health/sanitary packages, and served meals for the impoverished and hungry.
Confirmation is all about transformation for our 7th - 9th grade youth. God’s redemptive love transforms us to be servants to all those in this world who suffer from hunger, malnourishment, lack of
social support, poverty, and systemic racism. We are the hands and feet of our wonderful, loving
God, and it was amazing to see our Confirmation youth live that out during Lent this year.
Peace,
David Schneck
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(continued)

YOUTH NEWS

(continued)

June Anniversaries
1

MONTHLY SERVICE TEAM
Members of Light of Christ are dedicated to
serving the Lord by sharing, caring and loving,
and do so through the work of Monthly
Service Teams, serving at funerals and other
functions.
June Service Team families:
John & Wendy Anderson
Wes & Jessie Aylsworth
Larry & Lynn Bartels
Jay & Rayme Bernick
Jamey & Lisa Boecker
Richard & Rebecca Farniok
Ryan & Angela Green
Mike Heinzen
Greg & Jennifer Hinker
Dennis & Ginny Iverson
Erika Kluge
Doug & Sherri Laddusaw
Mike & Susie Larison
Dennis Lohmann & JoMarie Williamson
John & Tracy Magner
Chris & Wendy Meyer
Sean & Kristin Peterson
Sue Schultz
Bob & Jennifer Slipka
Tory & Sarah Spanier
Terry & Marie Techam
Lindsay & Theresa Wallace
Michael Warmuth & Michael McAdam
Bill & Jinnelle Weis

2
3
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

14
16
17

18
19
20

21
22
23

25

26
27
28

Corey & Brenda Black; Tony & Jen
Donahue
Kurt & Jill Radermacher
Jeremy & Karmen Christenson
Charles & Lona Jose
Steven & Heather Dickey; Paul & Carolyn
Gallagher; Steve & Patti Williams
Steve & Cynthia Moe; Matt & Julie Strobl
Cory & Erica Cederberg
Tyler & Becca Finkelson
Jeff & Brenna Demeules; Dan & Tracy
Torgerson
Kirk & Britta Reierson
Aaron & Kylee Amdor; Mike & Wendy
Franklin
Darrell & Gwen Egly
Jonathan & Fran Ceder; Landon & Maria
Menz
Bobby & Kara Emmer; Bill & Sue Fink;
Mitch & Rebecca Rue; Mark & Lori
Vatnsdal; Lindsay & Theresa Wallace
Bill & Mary Buenger; Jeff & DeAnn Fink;
Terry & Linda Splettstoeszer
Doug & Jeannie Ludwig; Jerry & Sue
Untiedt
Tom & Carol Galarneault; Eric & Bridget
Hanson; Paul & MJ Pearson; Gary & Sally
Prinsen
Jay & Rayme Bernick
Chris & Kristine Lotzer; Mike & Jodie
Schluter
Greg & Mary Johnson; Adam & Rachel
Kopperud; John & Bea Zerull
Greg & Sarah Bersie; Steve & Laurie
Brown; Jarrett & Laura Lundquist; Cory &
Sonja Wahl
Patrick & Gina Nee; Terry & Marie
Techam; Mike & Charlene Warne
Todd & Gala Andreasen; Jim & Sue
Schultz; Brad & Lisa Spencer
Wade & Kathy Baluski; Harlan & Laurie
Grimm; Josh & Melissa Hillmyer

June Birthdays
1
2

3
4
5

6

7
8
9
10

11
12
13

Janet Heinzen, Brandon Johnson, Alex
Moe, Nathan Moe
Megan Arneson, Richard Farniok, Sean
Ihde, Mike Klaphake, Amanda Koethe,
Ben Nelson, Jeanne Schansberg
Adam Brown, Melissa Larson, Parker
Thompson
Wyatt Raskin
Isabel Johnson, Dale Kimball, Joe
Schleper, Tanner Sievers, Zachary
Sleypen
Andrew Andreasen, Ben Evjen, Louisa
Jaunich, Dana Lemmerman, Kjersten
Moen
Beckett Hiltner, Terry Techam
Adam Johnson, Jodi Lind, Bridget
Mielke, Mike Uecker, Katie Vatnsdal
Ann Bassett, Dakota Kuchenmeister
Jake Fitch, Devyn Kimball, Matt Lemke,
Sean Lohmann, Clayton Schmitt, Sue
Untiedt
Natalie Dinger, Cecilia Jaunich, Collin
Schmidt
Norah Berscheid, Kim Knisley, Brandi
Sleypen, Jordan Wiest
Brady Green, Ben Kelly, Julia
Schansberg, Sidney Schmit

14 Ella Brown, Paul Pearson, Cole
Schansberg, Jordan Weeks
15 Ian Caple, Alice Hanson, Sarah Thorstad,
Devon Way
16 Roland Carlson, Gabriel Custer, Jen
Donahue, Ryan Thomas, Jack Voss
17 Jon Arneson, Jacob Heinzen, Shelby
Kettenacker, Gage Olson
18 Mariah Fryer, Nash Thompson,
Todd Williams, Nolan Wortz
19 Rylan Bistodeau, Jordan Schramel
20 Amber Becker, Devin Crawford, Terri
Reuter, Sadie Russenberger, William
Sorensen
21 Ben Altenhofen, Lauren Cardinal,
Brynlee Crawford, Chloe Kuechle, Dan
Lind, Kaitlyn Malo
22 Shirley Banick
23 Cody Christenson, Abigail Gierke
24 Stacie Nelson, Brad Spencer
25 Luke Checkal
26 Brynn Caslavka, Shane Caslavka, Carol
Galarneault, Abigail Halluska
27 Ross Hemmer
28 Murray Way
29 Brian Harstad, Maxine Johnson, Lucas
Olson, Becky Schluter
30 Matthew Hagen, Jaid Necas

