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Pray daily
Worship weekly

Read the Bible
The monthly newsletter of
Light of Christ Lutheran Church, Serve at or beyond Light of Christ
Delano, MN
Relate to others for spiritual growth
Give of my time, talents and resources

A Christmas Story,
told by the kids

NEW
MEMBERS
to be received on
February 3, 2019
On Feb. 3, we will welcome new
members. A Discover Light of
Christ session will be held for new
members, and for those
exploring the possibility of
membership, on Sunday, Jan. 6 at
4:00 pm. Anyone interested in
joining is invited to contact the
church office.

If you need to change your Simply Giving
contribution amount due to your 2019
pledge, please log in to your MyVanco
account or contact Terri in the church office
to make the change. Your pledge card
does not authorize the church to make
these changes.
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It’s a new day for God’s beloved here at Light of Christ.
We’re beginning to live into that new day. We are taking a big step into this
new day as we launch our major capital campaign in February. The first priority
in our New Day capital campaign is to retire our indebtedness. We currently owe about $435,000
on our building from our last building project. Retiring that debt does two things: 1) it will save us
between $80,000 -- $100,000 in interest by eliminating our debt in three years rather than thirteen
years; and 2) it will free up about $46,000 in annual mortgage payments that we will then use to
fund our mission and ministry.
What will we do with the money that we free up? One of the first things we want to do is
strengthen our worship and music ministry and our children, youth, and family ministry. We want
to develop a more dynamic and transformative worship experience on Sunday mornings. One key
piece of that development is to move from a part-time music director to a full-time worship and
music director. We believe that by moving to a full-time position we will be able to attract a topflight worship and music director who can lead us into the worship and music life that we desire:
children, youth and adult choirs and ensembles; vocal and instrumental; singing and playing a wide
variety of music; and introducing innovative, transformative worship services.
At the same time, we want to strengthen our children, youth, and family ministry. We want our
children, youth, and families to be transformed by the love of Christ. We want every child at Light
of Christ to know, deep in their bones, that they are a beloved child of God. We also want every
family to be a “beloved community” where Christ’s love is taught and known and lived. We want
our youth to not only know how deeply and dearly loved they are, but also be equipped to give
Christ’s love away in authentic, transformative ways. One essential element in strengthening our
children, youth, and family ministry is to move toward two full-time children, youth, and family
directors. which means that over the next several years we want to have Kirsten move from parttime (two days a week) to full-time.
We have also made the decision to set aside 10% of the money we raise in our New Day campaign
for serving those in poverty. Right now we give 10% of our offerings to the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (our national church body) and the Minneapolis Area Synod (our regional
assembly of congregations). We also give 1% of our offerings to Love, INC. I’d like to see us
duplicate our “Love, INC” model to nine other ministries. That means giving 1% of our capital
campaign funds to nine different ministries like Feed My Starving Children, Habitat for Humanity,
St. Stephen’s Shelter, and so forth. These are all ministries that serve those in poverty. In addition
to giving 1% of our offerings to each ministry, they are also ministries with whom we can do “hands
on” service. My hope is that once the capital campaign is over we will continue to give to these
ministries through our regular offerings and serve in a “hands on” way. In this way we will increase
our benevolence, that is, the money we give beyond Light of Christ, from 11% of our annual
offerings to 20%.
continued on next page

We also want to develop our ministries of healing and wholeness. Last summer we met with half a
dozen community leaders from a wide variety of vocations: law enforcement, mental health, schools,
social service, and local government. When we asked them what were some of the most pressing,
unmet needs in our community they all said that they are encountering a growing number of people
with mental health needs and thus, a growing need for mental and emotional health services. As a
result, we are asking ourselves what we can do here at Light of Christ to address these needs. We
are exploring ways in which we can be a community of healing and wholeness by tapping into the
resources of our faith: things like healing prayer, healing services, spiritual support groups, prayer
groups, speakers, workshops, and so forth.
We also need to care for the building and property the Lord has entrusted to us. The building and
property that we have is an instrument, not a monument. Therefore, we always need to be asking:
how do we use this facility as an instrument to help us grow as God’s beloved children, in God’s
beloved community, caring for God’s beloved creation? In the next five years we anticipate we will
have around $500,000 in building and property repairs and improvements. If you are interested in
knowing what those repairs and improvements are the Property Committee can give you the details.
We don’t want to defer these repairs and improvements because deferred maintenance always costs
more than timely maintenance. We want to be good stewards of our building and property.

Finally, we need to invest in upgrading our technological capabilities. We need to get to the place
where you can do everything you need to do here at Light of Christ on your phone, tablet, or
computer – things like listening to sermons and services, registering for classes and events, giving
financially, volunteering for ministries, and so forth. We are moving in that direction—our new
website is one step—but we still have a ways to go.
It is a new day here at Light of Christ and I believe the Holy Spirit is calling us to step into that new
day with boldness. The highest priority from the Missional Assessment Profile that many of you took
last summer is to “explore new and innovative ways to be church in today’s culture.” We are
committed to doing just that—being a twenty first century church. So pray for this, work for this,
give for this, so that we can be faithful to God’s dream for Light of Christ in this new day.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor K

January 27, 2019 - 9:30 a.m.
All members are encouraged to come and be a part of the
decision-making process of Light of Christ Lutheran Church.
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CHILDREN’S NOTES

3rd Grade Spark begins on January 9!

Light of Christ’s “A Christmas Story”
A big THANK YOU to all of those who helped put together
a beautiful Christmas program! Your work brought joy to
so many this Advent season!

Our 3rd grade students are invited to participate in our after-school ministry (Spark) on Wednesdays in
January (9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th). We will be learning about the Bible. Please register on our website by
Sunday, January 6 if you plan to have your child attend! Bus transportation is provided from the
Delano Elementary School. More specifics will be emailed to parents of those registered. Suggested
donation of $10 will help cover snacks and curriculum.

Summer 2019 - Save the Dates!
Bible Camp at Wapo!
Who: Grades 1-12
When: June 21-23 (grades 1-3); June 23-28 (grades 4-12); youth are split into grades 4-6, 7-8 and 9-12.
Where: Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp in Amery, WI
What: Games, campfires, worship, crafts, time with friends… it’ll be the best week of your summer!
Light of Christ staff will be with kids the whole week/end. Camp is often harder for parents than it is for
kids :) Send your kids… you won’t regret it!
Cost: $175 for weekend campers; $455 for week-long campers. We are hoping/planning to have a $50
scholarship for each weekend camper and $100 per week-long camper to help reduce the cost. Scholarships are also available through Wapo.

Vacation Bible School—ROAR!
Who: Age 3—3rd grade; current 4th grade and up are encouraged to volunteer. Children must be potty
trained or have a parent in the building.
When: July 23-31, 2019; 5:30-8 pm (optional preschool pick-up time of 7:30 pm)
Where: Light of Christ, Delano

What: Join us for awesome Bible adventures, crafts, snacks, fun songs and activities… don’t miss it!
Cost: $15/child or $30 family max
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YOUTH NOTES
Sunday Morning Fellowship: David will
be holding a space for Grades 9-12 to
come and hang out on Sunday mornings
from 9:30-10:30 in the Youth Room!
Come for fellowship, some great faith
discussion, and donuts! This time is
meant for youth to come and be
themselves and learn more about their
individual faith lives. All are welcome!

FLEECE! As you are out shopping over
the next few months, please watch for
deals on fleece. The Sunday School kids
will be doing their fleece tie blanket
family service event on February 3rd at
9:30 am and will need enough fleece for
about 25 blankets (2 two-yard pieces for
each blanket). Please talk to Kirsten
Kelly or Laura
Jaunich if you have
any questions or if
you'd like to make a
donation for this
event. Thank you!

REMINDER – you can access your YTD
giving and pledge history at any time on
any device by logging in to the online
member portal (go to
www.lightofchristlutheran.com and
click on the “My Church” icon on the
top tool bar). If you have yet to register, please contact the church office for
a new invitation link or with any questions. For your convenience, your 2018
contributor statement is also at your
immediate availability. Once logged in,
just click on “Giving History” followed
by the “Detail” tab, and finally the blue
“View and Print Statement” box (make
sure you have selected the correct
timeframe). This online availability is
not only for your convenience but also
saves the church money in postage and
paper. If you do not have access to the
internet, please contact the church office for a print copy. Don’t forget to
add your family pictures to the online
pictorial directory!

SEE ILLUSTRATION SCREEN
SHOTS ON NEXT PAGE

“My Church”
icon on church
website toolbar

“Giving History”
and “Detail” tab on
member portal

“View and Print
Statement”
button—make
sure you choose
the correct
timeframe for the
statement you
wish to print.

ADULT EDUCATION
SUNDAYS, 9:30-10:30,
Room 106/107
Just Like Jesus. We will pick up the book
we were studying last spring -- Just Like
Jesus by Max Lucado. Lucado begins the
book by saying that Jesus loves us so
much that he accepts us just the way we
are; and he also loves us so much that he
doesn't leave us just the way we are. By
his Spirit, the Lord is transforming us,
making us more and more like him. The
topics that we will be studying in January
and February include what it means to
have a pure heart, a rejoicing heart, a
hope-filled heart, and an enduring
heart. Come and join Pastor K beginning
on Sunday, January 6th, at 9:30 in Room
106 as we seek to be transformed.

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY
The Holy Spirit: Past,
Present, and Future is the topic for
our Women's Bible Study this year.
We will explore questions like "What
does the Bible and Christian history
teach us about the power and presence
of the Holy Spirit? How is the Holy
Spirit at work in our lives and our
world today? Where is the Holy Spirit
leading us as we move into a new
future?" Come and join us for prayer,
study, and conversation about the
least known and least understood
person of the Holy Trinity. We meet
on the second Tuesday of each month
at 10:00 AM.

Thank you to all the Sisters who attended the December Christmas Cookie Exchange at
Church. Everyone brought 3 dozen cookies and went home with 11 kinds/3 dozen beautiful
cookies. The evening was filled with fellowship, prayers, a reading, dessert, & the sharing of
holiday traditions.

Quilting
The LOC Quilters
resume weekly
meetings on Monday,
Jan. 7th at 10:00 a.m. in
Room 106 at the church.
Everyone welcome – no quilting
experience necessary!!

Sunday, February 3rd
The Community Life Committee
will serve breakfast after the
8:15 service on February 3rd.
Please come for pancakes, eggs,
sausage and fellowship, and to welcome
Light of Christ's newest members!

SISTERS of LOC DECEMBER EVENT

DONUT SUNDAY The Community
Life Committee will be serving donuts
at 9:30 on Sunday, January 13th.

SISTERS of LOC JANUARY EVENT
On Saturday, January 5th at
9:00 am, start the new year off
right by joining us for a morning
of yoga at Iron Barre Studio
located at 300 Railroad
Avenue in Delano.
Refreshments and snacks will
be served.

We rejoice as we
welcome into our church
family through the
Sacrament of Holy
Baptism:
Everett Watson Cabot
Born:
August 8, 2018
Baptized:
December 23, 2018
Parents:
Curt & Maggie Cabot
Sponsors:
Heidi Cabot
Seth Klason
Grandparents are Light of Christ
members, Tom & Kay Klason

2019 Church Council and
Committee Opportunities

MONTHLY SERVICE TEAM
Members of Light of Christ are dedicated
to serving the Lord by sharing, caring and
loving, and do so through the work of
Monthly Service Teams, serving at
funerals, Sunday morning coffee time and
other functions.
January Service Team families:
John & Wanda Bingea
Jim & Jen Burbach
Michael & Sharla Burley
Fred & Wendy Caslavka
Jennifer Droneck
Lon & Michelle Droneck
Darrell & Gwen Egly
Brad & Heidi Goldbeck
Harlan & Laurie Grimm
Del & Carolyn Hirsch
Henry & Eileen Huetteman
Kevin & Laura Jaunich
Kurt & Carol Lofrano
Chris & Kristine Lotzer
David & Jessica Motzko
David & Stacie Nelson
Kevin & Erin Olson
Brad Pappas & Carolyn Milano
Mitch & Rebecca Rue
Sue Stahlke
Jeremiah & Natasha Werner

The Light of Christ Annual meeting will be held
Sunday January 27, 2019. One important function of
the annual meeting is to elect members to fill all
committee and council positions. Council and
committee members are the mainstay of "Shared
Leadership" at Light of Christ. To function efficiently
and provide needed services it requires a minimum
of 100 persons willing to volunteer their time to a
Light of Christ committee or church council.
Thankfully, we are blessed with a congregation of
talented, generous and energetic people. It is active
participation from every person that ensures the
healthiest congregation. Prayerfully revisit where
you are currently sharing your time and consider
what additional interests you have and gifts you can
contribute.
On Sunday, January 6th and Sunday, January
13th there will be an information table and sign-up
sheet available in the Narthex. Please take a moment to view the information if you have questions
and to add your name to the list of those willing to
serve. Our goal is to have a full slate for Light of
Christ church council and all committees prior to
January 27th!
Shared Leadership requires everyone - thank you for
volunteering! Your participation will be rewarded in
new friends made and faith strengthened!

January Birthdays
01 Dennis Iverson
Boden Rosaaen
Brianna St. Aubin
02 Eva Dinger
Gracie Larson
Carli Russenberger
Jenna Untiedt
03 Marissa Bartels
Bruce Beltrand
04 Ella Dallmann
05 Jessica Campbell
Cory Cederberg
Jamie Holzer
06 Calli Cederberg
Steven Dickey
Kelly Froehle
Laurie Grimm
Jill Johnson
Gloria Larson
Jeff Rubertus
Janet Swenson
07 Sydney Sinnott
08 Kira Thompson
Sarah Zerull
09 Lisa Donley
Sherri Rubertus
Sharon Sebelien
10 Reed Graunke
Chris Meyers
11 Kendall Zitzloff
12 Chris Lotzer
Maggie Thomas
13 Paula Anderson
Scott Bassett
Evelyn Lindgren
Mollie Lohmann
Sharon McKisson
Callie Nelson
Ryan Schaust
14 Laura Jaunich
Kirsten Palan

15 Everett Henson
Will Magner
16 Zachary Bigot
Courtney Spicer
17 David Rosaaen
18 Owen Fink
Ethan Ungerman
Patricia Williams
19 David Anderson
Maria Menz
Benjamin Raskin
20 Kelly Peterson
Sarah Ulferts
JoMarie Williamson
21 Derek VanCura
Hogan Williams
22 Jay Bernick
Ray Cordes
23 Tracy Magner
Ben Voss
Emily Wallace
24 Josh Hillmyer
Katie Horeis
Karen Kyrola
Greg Maschino
Tanner Schroer-Lampi
25 Nick Vatnsdal
27 Jarrett Lundquist
Becky Schaust
28 Holly Johnson-Caple
Amy Kroells
Jill Radermacher
29 Sally Adams
Sydney Towne
30 Mike Franklin
Nathan Knisley
Candace Mielke
Kevin Mikkelsen
Julie Strobl
31 Ashlynn Kley
Cooper Larson
Gina Nee

31 David Nelson
Emily Olson
Gunnar Paulson
Aaron VanCura

January Anniversaries
01
04
12
15
16
26
29
29

Jim & Michelle Chiapetta
Nathan & Ashley Savage
Jake & Jessica Fitch
Stuart & Megan
Dallmann
Terry & Susan Pumper
Peter & Jennifer Grant
Scott & Kathy Sandberg
Ryan & Maggie Thomas

If you are celebrating a birthday
or anniversary in January, and
your name is not on this list,
please contact the church office
at 763-972-2400 so that we may
update our records.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
JANUARY 2019
Council
Rep

Greeters

Jan.
6
8:15

Jan.
6
10:45

Ushers

Communion
Assistants

Lectors Altar Guild Soundboard

Ann Bassett
Curt Reuter

Kim
Niedzielski
Bea Zerull

Kylee
Amdor

Jan.
13
8:15

Jake Heinzen
Corbyn Menz

Brandon &
Jill Johnson

Cael Olson
James
Stigman

Jan.
20
8:15

Jeanne
Schansberg

Kylee
Amdor

Jacob
Olson

Becky Coyle Brad Spencer

MaryAnn
McKay
Jan Styve

Jan.
13
10:45

Jan.
20
10:45

Acolytes

DeeAnne
Palan

Brad Spencer

Linda Moore

McKenna
Allen
Anna Henry

Kim Wortz

Jan.
27
8:15

Janine
Holter
JoMarie
Williamson

Jan.
27
10:45

Sally Torfin

Brad Spencer

