
This was our first ever ocular plastics week, a dream of board member and plastic surgeon, Dr. Philp Strawther. 
Year after year, our plastic surgeons and ophthalmologist turned away patients in need of ocular plastic surgery, 
leaving them with an ache in their heart and a desire to do more. This week, we do more! 

Juan David Mendoza, nine months old, came to us with what we believed was a lacrimal duct cyst, one so large 
that his right eye was pushed to the edges of his eye socket, distorting his face and if not repaired, eventually 
rending him blind in that eye. Juan David was otherwise healthy enough for surgery, however, what we believed 
to be a cyst, may be a life threatening encephalocele requiring the services of a neurosurgeon. 

Had we been in the US, Dr. Kyle Lewis would have simply ordered a CAT scan and he would know if this was 
a procedure he could safely perform, yet no such equipment is available at Clinica Ezell. We decided to send 
Juan David to Mazatenango, less than an hour drive away for a CAT scan and hoping against hope for a timely 
response. The week was winding down and we were uncertain if the results would arrive in time for surgery. 

The results came back that afternoon…a cyst and it was game on. By the end of the day, Juan David had his 
surgery and as the cyst was draining, his eye began to settle back into place and his vision was saved. 

Juan David’s surgery was so dramatic, Dr. Kyle Lewis wanted permission from the family to submit his case, 
along with photos, for publication in a medical journal. Juan David’s parents, Manuel and Marcela, speak the 
Mayan language of Tz'utujil, and neither read or write. We prepared a document in Spanish, explained the 
request and they granted permission by leaving their “mark.” Manuel’s mark is below. 

  

Health Talents, and the people of Guatemala, left a mark on the life of Dr. Kyle Lewis during his 2006 visit. 
Now, Dr. Lewis left a mark on the sweet face of Juan David and this story has left a mark on each of us, maybe 
you! 

Our savior, Jesus Christ, bore the marks of nails in his hands…and he bore our sins.  

2018 offers new beginnings and new stories. May your story, and our story, mark us as followers of Christ, it is 
indeed a wonderful life! 


