
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro The Honorable Roy Blunt 
Chairman Chairman 
Labor, Health and Human Services Labor, Heath and Human Services 
Subcommittee Subcommittee 
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20010 

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Patty Murray 
Ranking Member Ranking Member 
Labor, Health and Human Services Labor, Health and Human Services 
Subcommittee Subcommittee 
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairman DeLauro, Chairman Blunt 
Ranking Member Cole, Ranking Member Murray: 

Civic education is an essential component of K-12 education and a subject whose importance is 
more critical, not less, in the wake of COVID-19. To ensure that civic education can survive the 
pressures placed on state and local governments, their fiscal resources, and operational systems, 
we request Congress take decisive action to ensure America’s students continue to receive 
essential civic education. 

As our nation’s schools transition to virtual learning, in many cases instructional time has 
necessarily been cut significantly. Many schools are focusing on math, English, and to a lesser 
extent, science - doubling down on core subjects that are most widely tested. Civic education is a 
core function of the schools that had already been subjected to significant reductions in 
instructional time and resources and is in danger of a substantial further reduction. This comes at 
the same time that questions of public policy, governmental processes, media literacy – in other 
words, basic civics - loom large. Civic education has never been more important to the health of 
our constitutional democracy. Overstressed schools, teachers, and parents need help providing 
students with the essential civic knowledge and skills that help them develop a disposition to be 
civically engaged. The nonprofit supplemental civic education community stands ready to offer 
high quality, engaging, and effective curriculum but needs assistance to help parents and teachers 
successfully provide civic education in the virtual learning environment. 

We respectfully request $40,000,000 for one-time competitive grants to nonpartisan nonprofit 
civic education program providers with a track record of successfully providing effective civic 
education programming to schools to meet the remote teaching needs of K-12 schools and 
teachers, the homeschooling needs of parents and students, and for meaningful student-centered 
civic learning. Priority should be given to applicants proposing to meet the needs of historically 
underserved school populations - including, but not limited to, students in rural areas, urban
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areas, immigrant students, and students with special needs, as well as those serving communities 
whose learners are predominantly students of color. Funding would be used to: 

● Adapt current school-based lessons, projects, and materials for online use with
instructions for teachers, students, and parents 

● Develop new lessons and material for online use
● Offer online professional development for teachers in using civic education lessons,

projects, and material in an online world
● Enhance and expand the capacity of existing remote learning infrastructure to meet the

anticipated demand from parents, students, and teachers
● Replace funding lost due to the virus emergency (canceled fundraising events, lost grant

revenue) so nonprofit organizations can maintain operations, retain staff, and support
teachers, parents, and students.

Prior to the onset of the pandemic, there was a growing recognition among policymakers, media, 
and the public that the lack of attention and resources devoted to effective student-centered civic 
education had to end and that a renewed emphasis needed to be placed on civic learning. The 
great divides in our body politic and growing disillusionment about government and democracy 
itself - especially by those under 35 - have been major drivers of this renewed interest. 

As young people work to engage on civic issues, they must be equipped with essential civic 
knowledge, vital civic skills, and important civic dispositions to make their voices heard on the 
looming issues of critical importance to their future. We must act to ensure all of our youth have 
the vital and necessary knowledge, skills, and dispositions so they can be active civic participants 
in an informed and reasoned manner. Now is the time to strengthen our constitutional democracy 
through civic learning. 

We thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Converse College

Merrit Jones
President
Student Voice

Mert Martens, PhD
Social Studies Educator
National Social Studies Supervisors Association

Mia Nagawiecki
Vice President for Education
New-York Historical Society

Michael Caldwell
7th Grade Humanities Teacher 
Franklin Pierce School District

Michael Hulshof-Schmidt
Executive Director
EqualityWorks, NW

Michele Murphy
Teacher
Arlington Public Schools - REEP

Michelle Bauml
Clotilda Winter Professor of Education
Texas Christian Universiry

Michelle M. Herczog, Ed.D.
President
California Council for the Social Studies

Mike Courtney
Teacher
Gallatin County High School

Mike Snodgrass
Retired Educator
Yelm School District

Milton Reynolds
Educator
Reynolds Consulting

Molly Beck
Teacher
National Council for the Social Studies

Molly C Launceford
Curriculum Assistant
iCivics, Inc

Molly McDonald
Associate Executive Director
ABOTA Foundation

Molly Morrison
Chief Development Officer
iCivics

Molly Todd
Owner
JNT Accounting



Nadine Jeanty-Rouchon
Registered Nurse
Montefiore St. Lukes Cornwall Hospital

Nancy Bocskor
Director, Center for Women in Politics & Public Policy 
Texas Woman's University

Nancy Gilbert
Director, Social Studies Product Development
Pearson K-12 Learning Services

Nancy Hungerford
Attorney
Hungerford Law Firm

Nancy Lenihan
Educator
Washington State Council for Social Studies

Nancy R Cope
Retired Social Studies Educator 
NCSS

Nathan Otey
Lead Instructor
ThinkerAnalytix (Harvard)

Neil Wrona
Social Studies Teacher & Technology Facilitator
Youth In Transition School

Nicholas Colangelo
College of Education, Dean Emeritus
University of Iowa

Nick Farrell
CEO
Bites Media

Nicole Roper
Chester Community Charter School Noel Falk

Norah Lovett
Executive Director
NYC Department of Education

O. Matthew Odebiyi
Graduate Student
The University of Alabama

Ollie Fields Thacker
Instructional Coach
NYCDOE

Paige Hazard
History Teacher
Cleveland High School

Pamela Kinsey Lungmus
Consultant
iCivics

Pamela Wasserman
Senior Vice President for Education
Population Connection

Pat Fontaine
Doctor
UML

Patricia Leslie-Brown
Manager of CivXNow Projects
iCivics

Patrick Bresette
Executive Director
Children's Defense Fund - Texas

Patrick J Wiggin
Social Studies Teacher
Forest Lake Area High School

Patrick Morency
6-12 Social Studies Teacher
Bolton Central School

Paul Cindric
Program Director
Allegheny Intermediate Unit

Paul Lambert, Sr.
Assistant Professor of History
Nichols College

Paula Manley
Co-Founder
The Learning Commons

Peggy Renihan
Director of Professional Development
Lou Frey Institute

Pepper Coffey
Teacher
Clear View High School

Peter Cipparone
Head of School
The Croft School

Peter H. Koehler, Jr.
Arbitrator and Mediator
Koehler ADR LLC



Peter Levine
Professor
Tisch College, Tufts University

Peter M Blankfield
K-12 Social Studies Professional Development Academic 
Trainer
Tucson Unified School District 1

R P Joe Smith

R. Eugene Earsom
Retired Social Studies Teacher 
Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies

Rashid Duroseau
Civics Program Director
Democracy Prep Public Schools

Rebecca Cmelik
Teacher Candidate
University of Oregon

Rebecca Osborne-Melson
Middle Level Social Studies Teacher
Orangeburg County School District, SC

Rena Klein
NCSS

Rhonda Watton
WCSS Executive Director of Internal Affairs, 8th grade 
Social Studies Teacher , NBCT
Wisconsin Council for the Social Studies

Richard C. Josephson
Attorney
Classroom Law Project

Richard English
AP Teacher

Rob Bess
Teacher
Symmes Valley High School

Robert Allard
Teacher
NYSCSS

Robert Eager
President
The Reconciliation Education Project, Inc.

Robert Griffiths
Educator
Marymount University

Robert Hardmond
Professor
NCSS

Robert Hulshof-Schmidt
Director of Development and Communications
Classroom Law Project

Robert Jones
Retired Teacher
Applewild school

Robert L Baumann
Social Studies Teacher
Classroom Law Project

Robert S Ball
retired lawyer
Classroom Law Project

Robin M Sabo
President 2020
TCSS

Ron C. Hustvedt Jr.
Board Member
Minnesota Council for the Social Studies

Rosaline Jordan
Social Studies Educator
South Carolina Council for the Social Studies

Rosemary Morrow
Educator
Social Studies Consultant

Rubina Pantoja
K-12 District Social Studies Coordinator
Harlandale Independent School District

Rusty Godfrey
Social Studies Instructor
SC Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities

Ruthe Catolico Ashley
Executive Director Emeritus
California LAW (Leadership - Access - Workforce)

Ryan New
Social Studies Instructional Lead
Jefferson County Public Schools

Ryan Werenka
Social Studies Teacher
Troy High School

Rylan Sekiguchi
Manager of Curriculum and Instructional Design 
Stanford Program on International and Cross-Cultural 
Education, Stanford University



Sara Behrman
Consultant
Sara T. Behrman, Freelance Writing & Consulting

Sara Demoiny
Assistant Professor of Elementary Education
Auburn University

Sara Gifford
COO
Individual

Sara Hupp
Social Studies Teacher - AP & IB Educator - CCSD New 
Educator of the Year 2018-2019
Valley High School, Clark County School District - Las 
Vegas, NV

Sara Jackson
Co-ordinator Continued Care Services
Isuarsivik Regional Recovery Center

Sara Stauffer
Social Studies Teacher/Varsity Head Coach
Central Catholic HS

Sarah Kopplin, M.Ed.
Shorewood School District

Sarah Shields
Educator

Saralyn Lasley
Regional Trainer
SNRPDP

Scot Wilson
Curriculum Design
Close Up Foundation

Scott Porter
Educator

Scott Smith
Co-Founder
Smith + Connors

Scott Zenkert
Teacher
Churchville- Chili Senior High

Sebastian van Bastelaer
Program Manager
ConSource

Sergio de Alba
Teacher
NCSS

Seth Bush
Leadership Development Coach

Shannon Salter Burghardt, M.Ed
Educator
iCivics Educator Network

Shara Witkin, Esq.
Executive Director
Constitutional Rights Foundation - Orange County

Sharon Davies
Executive Director
Virginia YMCA

Sharon Hasenjaeger, J.D.
Sharon Smith
Director of Academic Preparation
Harcum College

Shauna Litts
Government Teacher
Silverton High School

Shaunessy Denton
Teacher
Island School

Sheena Jacob
K-12 Social Studies Coordinator
NCSS Rho Kappa Advisory Council Member

Shelina Warren
NBCT
DC Public Schools

Sheri Schroeder
U.S. History Teacher
Port Susan Middle School

Sheryl Douglass
Social Studies Teacher
Jordan Valley SD #3

Spencer Ordway
Social Studies Teacher

Stacie Berman
Research Assistant Professor
New York University

Stan Masters
Board Member
Michigan Social Studies Supervisors Association



Stefanie Wager
NCSS President-Elect
National Council for the Social Studies

Stephen S. Masyada
Interim Executive Director
Lou Frey Institute

Sterling Speirn
Senior Fellow
National Conference on Citizenship

Steve Anderson
Retired Member
Oregon State Bar

Steve Potts
Hibbing Community College

Steven A Goldberg
National Social Studies Supervisors Association

Steven Johansen
Professor
Classroom Law Project

Steven Little
Civic Learning Coordinator
Savanna High School

Steven Wilker
Attorney
Tonkon Torp LLP

Sue Santa
Vice President, Public Policy and Advocacy
Girl Scouts of the USA

Susan Adler
Retired Professor
University of Missouri-Kansas CIty

Susan Bavaro
Teacher
St. John's Preparatory School

Susan Dubin
Owner, Director
Off-the-Shelf Library Services

Susan Lowitz, M.Ed, MPP
Director of Operations

Susan Parshley
Teacher

Susan Rahn DuBose
Education Coordinator
Alabama Bicentennial Commission

Susan Zall
Syd Golston
Director of Education, Citizenship Counts
Past President, National Council for the Social Studies

Tad DePorter
RBCHS

Taneum Fotheringill
Senior Program Manager
Citizen University

Taylor Davis
Senior Curriculum Developer
iCivics

Ted McConnell
Director
Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools

Terry Cherry
Educational Consultant
National Council for the Social Studies

Terry Yoffie
Faculty
Newton North High School, Center for Civic Engagement & 
Service

Theresa Mengerink
Social Studies Educator
Vantage Career Center and Ohio Council for the Social 
Studies

Thomas Herman
Director
California Geographic Alliance

Thomas Shields
Social Studies Teacher
Walnut Street Middle School

Tia Costello
Civics Teacher
Amesbury Middle School

Tiffany Mellers
Management Team
Anthem Reggae Band

Tim Hall
Senior Fellow
The Religious Freedom Institute



Tim Rivera
Affiliate
Transatlantic Policy Center

Timothy E. Hicks 
Teacher
SCCSS and NCSS

Timothy Green
Teacher
Clear Creek ISD

Tina L. Fletcher
PhD Student
University of Pennsylvania

Tina L. Heafner, Ph.D.
Professor of Social Studies Education and NCSS President 
National Council for the Social Studies

Tomas Hoffman
Educator
Harding Township School

Tony Barbusca
Riverside Middle School, Pendleton, SC

Tracey Ann Ritchie
Director of Education
Earth Day Network

Tracey Pinch
Middle School Social Studies Teacher 

Tracy Freeman
Teacher
NCWHS Teacher and parent

Tracy Middleton
8th Grade Social Studies
Hidden Valley Middle School

Tracy Newman
Instructional Staff Developer
Pinellas County Schools

Trent Rasmussen
Educational Consultant
CESA 11

Trevor Templeman 
Social Studies Teacher Iowa

Tullan Spitz
Stewardship Manager
Portland Public Schools

Turner C. Bitton
President
Utah Center for Civic Improvement

Valencia Abbott
History Teacher Vera James

Vicki Thomas
Associate Professor
SFASU

Victor Allis
CEO
ActiVote

Vincent Kirnak
Teacher
Aloha High School

Virjanand Depoo
Teacher
International High School for Health Sciences

Wendy FitzHenry
Teacher, Academic Counselor
Trinity Lutheran High School, Bend, OR

Wendy Kistler

Wendy May-Dreyer
Founder
Texas Civic Education Coalition

Wesley Hedgepeth
Board Member, Secondary Social Studies Teacher
National Council for the Social Studies

William A. Hilt
Secretary
Ohio Council for the Social Studies

William B. Pullen
Teacher
Riverside Jr./Sr. High School

William Fernekes
Part-time Lecturer 2
Rutgers Graduate School of Education

William Gaudelli
Dean
Lehigh University



William Howe, J.D.
William Larkins
Attorney
Larkins Vacura Kayser LLP

William Moomaw
Professor Emeritus
Tufts University

William O'Sick
7th Grade Civics & Economics Teacher
O. T. Bonner Middle School

William Zeigler
Educator
San Marcos High School

Willie (Bill) Garza
Educator
Memorial High School - Edgewood ISD
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