
Grace Church Brooklyn Heights 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II  

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20th, 2020 11 a.m. 

PRELUDE   

HYMN 120 (LEVAS II) Sweet, Sweet Spirit    

THE WORD OF GOD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN 219 (LEVAS II) This is the Day       

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON Exodus 16:2-15 
Reader A reading from the Book of  Exodus. 
The whole congregation of  the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If  only we had died by the hand of  the Lord in the 
land of  Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of  bread; for you have brought 
us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out 
and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 
instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as 
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much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the 
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, and 
in the morning you shall see the glory of  the Lord, because he has heard your complaining 
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When 
the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of  bread in the morning, because 
the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your 
complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” 
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of  the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’” And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of  the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of  
the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the 
complaining of  the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall have your fill of  bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” 
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer 
of  dew around the camp. When the layer of  dew lifted, there on the surface of  the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw 
it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.” 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 105:1-6, 37-45 read responsively by half-verse 
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
 make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
 and speak of  all his marvelous works. 
3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
 let the hearts of  those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * 
 continually seek his face. 
5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
 his wonders and the judgments of  his mouth, 
6 O offspring of  Abraham his servant, * 
 O children of  Jacob his chosen. 
37 He led out his people with silver and gold; * 
 in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
38 Egypt was glad of  their going, * 
 because they were afraid of  them. 
39 He spread out a cloud for a covering * 
 and a fire to give light in the night season. 
40 They asked, and quails appeared, * 
 and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 
 so the river ran in the dry places. 
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42 For God remembered his holy word * 
 and Abraham his servant. 
43 So he led forth his people with gladness, * 
 his chosen with shouts of  joy. 
44 He gave his people the lands of  the nations, * 
 and they took the fruit of  others' toil, 
45 That they might keep his statutes * 
 and observe his laws. 
 Hallelujah! 

THE SECOND LESSON  Philippians 1:21-30 
Reader A reading from the letter of  Paul to the Philippians. 
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If  I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of  this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of  you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly 
in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner 
worthy of  the gospel of  Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and 
hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 
with one mind for the faith of  the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents. For them this is evidence of  their destruction, but of  your salvation. And this 
is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of  believing in 
Christ, but of  suffering for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that you 
saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

HYMN 189 (LEVAS II) Great is Thy Faithfulness   

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 
Minister The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of  heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When 
evening came, the owner of  the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of  them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
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thought they would receive more; but each of  them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of  the day and 
the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of  them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose 
to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.” 
Minister The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON The Reverend Dr. Allen F. Robinson 

THE NICENE CREED 
Celebrant and People 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of  heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father.  
    Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
    by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures;  
    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.     
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.  
    who has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins.  
We look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Let us offer prayers for God's people in every place, saying: Hear our prayer. 

For the Church, and especially for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence, our bishop:  
that we may value all who come to the Lord’s vineyard, whoever they are and whatever the 
hour; life-giving God, Hear our prayer.  
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For all the people of  Grace Church:  that we may be the Gospel’s model of  community in 
which there are neither first nor last, but only sisters and brothers in Christ; life-giving God, 
Hear our prayer. 

For all who continue to face the impact of  fires, storms, and floods, especially those on our 
West and Gulf  coasts; that God may preserve them and give them hope; life-giving God, 
Hear our prayer. 

For all who are working to aid those in need, especially firefighters, rescue workers and 
medical personnel: that God will give them strength and wisdom, and protect them from 
harm; life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 

For children and their families in this land of  plenty who are homeless and hungry:  that they 
may find the resources and stability they need; life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 

For migrant and seasonal workers across our country:  that we may acknowledge our 
dependence on them for our sustenance, and that they may receive just compensation and 
decent living accommodations for their labor; life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 

For a safe and orderly opening of  in-person schooling for children, teachers and other 
school workers; and for fruitful learning for distance and in-person students alike; life-giving 
God, Hear our prayer. 

For all who are discouraged or fearful.  For those for whom prayers have been requested, 
especially Kathy; Sean; Jane P.; Roger; Bill; Anne, Moe & family; Mercedes; Jean; Sybil; Julian; 
Mary; Dolores; Theo & family, and all who suffer from COVID 19.  We pray that God will 
protect and sustain them; life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 

At this time, you may offer to God any other petitions, or any thanksgivings for His many 
blessings …;  life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 

For all who have died, especially those killed by wildfires, storms and COVID 19:  that they 
will find peace in God’s loving arms.  We also pray God’s consolation for those who mourn; 
life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 

For all who are present, and for all who worship with us from their homes today:  that we 
may respond to hardship with patience and gratitude for our blessings. May we live our lives 
in a manner worthy of  the Gospel of  Christ; life-giving God, Hear our prayer.  

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
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truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
    Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy 
    Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE OFFERTORY 

THE DOXOLOGY (Hymn 380, verse 3) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 
him above ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a 
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS LEVAS II (#255) 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of  me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, 
the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask 
through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Celebrant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   

COMMUNION MUSIC 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 

HYMN 210 (LEVAS II) Down by the Riverside     

THE DISMISSAL  
Minister Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of  the Spirit.  
People Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  

The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Marilyn Grant in memory of  her sister, Carole A. Pryce. 
We thank Katherine Slingluff, Andy Stuckey, and Maggie Stuckey for leading in worship this morning. 

 

GRACE CHURCH BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
254 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11201 

Phone: 718-624-1850, ext. 10 www.gracebrooklyn.org 

CLERGY & STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Allen F. Robinson, Rector (arobinson@gracebrooklyn.org) 

The Reverend Erika Meyer, Associate Rector (emeyer@gracebrooklyn.org) 
The Reverend Alan Christopher Lee, Assistant to the Rector  (clee@gracebrooklyn.org) 

Lilo Carr Rivera, Seminarian 
Paul Richard Olson, Organist & Choirmaster  (polson@gracebrooklyn.org) 

Sandra Joseph, Financial Administrator (sjoseph@gracebrooklyn.org) 
Felipe Guerra, Head Sexton Diomedes Luna, Night Sexton 

 

THE OFFERING 
We are grateful for your offering to Grace Church. For your safety,  
we will not be passing the collection plate during worship services.  

An offering plate is located in the center aisle at the back of  the Church.  
To pledge by text, send a message to 73256 with the message “GraceBrooklyn.”  

You may always give on-line by going to  
https://onrealm.org/gracebrooklyn/-/give/now.
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