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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

PURPOSE: Each qualified employee shall be provided with personal protective equipment, voltage-rated tools and appropriate test instruments to safely complete all tasks. If an employee needs additional tools or personal protective equipment, they shall obtain them according to company procedures. 


DESCRIPTION: 
Employees that regularly perform justified energized work shall wear arc-rated clothing appropriate for the duties performed. 

Arc-rated protective clothing that is compliant with NFPA 70E will be provided by the company. 

ANSI approved safety glasses shall be worn as primary protection for all tasks as needed for hazards present, while inside the arc flash boundary and as required by company policy. 

Protective equipment is to be maintained in a safe, reliable condition per the manufacturer’s recommendations. 

Protective equipment and tools shall be visually inspected before use.

If there is any doubt concerning the safety of the equipment or tool the employee should contact their supervisor. 

The supervisor will determine if the item should be taken out of service or subject to examination by a suitably trained third party person and retested if necessary. 

Annual visual examination by a suitably trained person will be conducted to determine the suitability of the tool for further service. 

Gloves shall be tested every 6 months. If an electrical retest is required by national regulation or by manufacturer specifications or in case of doubt after visual examination, the routine test(s) as prescribed by the manufacturer shall apply. 

Insulating equipment will be cleaned as needed to remove foreign substances. Cleaning of the equipment is to be done according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Insulating equipment is to be stored in such a location and in such a manner as to protect it from light, temperature extremes, excessive humidity, ozone, and other injurious substances and conditions. Equipment should not be stored in a vehicle for an extended period of time during the summer months. 

Leather protectors shall be worn over rubber insulating gloves. 

Care of Insulating blankets, covers, line hose, gloves, and sleeves made of rubber shall meet the following specifications: 
•	Insulating equipment shall be inspected for damage before each day’s use and immediately following any incident that can reasonably be suspected of having caused damage. 
•	An inflation test for gloves for possible tears or punctures shall be performed. 

Insulating equipment with any of the following defects shall not be used: 
•	A hole, tear, puncture, or cut; 
•	Ozone cutting or ozone checking (the cutting action produced by ozone on rubber under mechanical stress into a series of interlacing cracks); 
•	An embedded foreign object 
•	Any of the following texture changes: swelling, softening, hardening, or becoming sticky or inelastic 
•	Any other defect that damages the insulating properties. 

Employees may not use insulating equipment failing to pass inspections or electrical tests.

Failed equipment shall be taken out of service and destroyed by the supervisor after it fails the test. 

Insulating equipment found to have other defects that might affect its insulating properties shall be removed from service and returned for repair, testing or replacement. 

Only manufacturer qualified repairs will be performed. 

Rubber gloves shall be tested every six months. 

Rubber insulating gloves are not permitted to be repaired – they SHALL be replaced.
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