Call to Shut Down Detention Center
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On Aug. 5, a Chinese immigrant hanged himself in a Moshannon shower room in what advocates say
is the latest indication of ongoing problems at the facility. Last year, reports by the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) of Pennsylvania and Temple University’s Beasley School of Law documented
wide-ranging human rights abuses at Moshannon including poor supervision, overcrowding, lack of
access to proper medical care, inadequate translation services and the use of solitary confinement for

punitive purposes.

In response to the recent suicide, Geo issued a statement saying it was committed to ensuring a safe

and humane environment.

Immigrant rights groups from across the state are now calling for the facility, which receives more
than $3 million a month in operating funds from the federal government, to be shut down. They are
sponsoring a non-violent demonstration at 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 24 at the Philipsburg Memorial Park

to urge the Clearfield County Board of Commissioners to terminate its contract with Geo.

Buses sponsored by Indivisible Philadelphia, a progressive grassroots group, will leave
Philadelphia’s 30" Street Station at 10 a.m. on Aug. 24 and return at 10 p.m. Snacks and water will be
provided and the buses will have bathrooms. To reserve a seat, click here. You can also car-pool to

the event or donate $45 to pay for a seat for someone else on the bus.

— Huntly Collins


https://www.mobilize.us/indivisiblephiladelphia/event/824087/

