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YOU: Connect. Grow. Serve. Go!      
Summer 2019 Leader Commentary 
 
Unit 1: Essentials for Growing Disciples 
Session 2: Grounded in Prayer  (see pp. 106-109) 
 
The Question: Why is prayer important? 
The Point: Prayer is your lifeline to God. 
Background Passage: Luke 11:1-13 
Focal Passage: Luke 11:2-4,9-13 
 
This commentary is designed to help you think about the question, “Why is prayer important?” 
and drive home this one truth: Prayer is your lifeline to God. 
      
      
Focus on These Points 
 
 
Learn from This Model  
(Luke 11:2-4) 
 
On the occasion recorded in this passage, Jesus had again withdrawn from the crowds that 
constantly pressed Him to spend time in prayer. When He finished praying, an unnamed disciple 
asked Him to teach them to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.  
 
In verse 2, Jesus responded by teaching His disciples a prayer we commonly refer to as the 
“Lord’s Prayer” (see also Matt. 6:9-13). This model for prayer begins with the basics and serves 
as a template to guide us in our own prayers. Jesus began by saying, “Whenever you pray.” He 
assumed His disciples would pray; the prayers of a believer in Christ were a given. The point of 
these instructions was how to pray, not to command them to pray. Prayer was a regular part of 
Jewish piety, along with fasting and almsgiving (see Matt. 6:1-2, 5, 16). Today, believers are also 
expected to pray. 
 
Jesus taught His disciples to pray to their Father. In the Old Testament the title “Father” was used 
of God only fifteen times. God was seen as the Father of the people of Israel (see Isa. 63:16; 
64:8) and particularly of the Davidic monarch. Paul wrote that God has placed in our hearts the 
Spirit of His Son who cries out Abba (Gal. 4:6). Paul’s words reflected the language that Jesus 
Himself used to address God. We are accustomed to praying the Model Prayer in the form 
recorded in Matthew: “Our Father which art in heaven” (Matt. 6:9, KJV). We should note at this 
point that differences exist between Matthew’s and Luke’s records of the prayer. In Matthew, the 
prayer appears as part of the Sermon on the Mount. In Luke, Jesus gave the prayer in response 
to a disciple’s request to be taught how to pray. 
 
Then Jesus taught us to pray “Your kingdom come.” Jesus was supremely concerned with the 
kingdom of God, also referred to in Scripture as the kingdom of heaven. Jesus came preaching 
that the kingdom of God was at hand (Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:14). He began the Beatitudes with 
instructions concerning the kingdom (Matt. 5:3; Luke 6:20). He also taught us to pray that God’s 
rule on earth would come in its fullness. 
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The word translated kingdom means “kingly rule.” It may refer to the geographic territory of a 
kingdom, but not necessarily. Here the term refers to God’s rule in the lives of people. 
   
Jesus taught us to pray asking God to provide our daily needs. The term translated “bread” in 
verse 3 represents all the material essentials of life, not just loaves of bread.  
 
In verse 4, Jesus also taught us to pray asking God to forgive us our sins. Jesus coupled this 
instruction with another—that we ourselves also forgive everyone in debt to us—those who sin 
against us. Then Jesus taught His disciples to pray that God would protect them from temptation 
(v. 4). The Greek word translated “temptation” has two distinct meanings. First, in the broadest 
sense it can mean any trial, any test of our faith. Second, it can mean an enticement to disobey 
God.  
 
 
Follow This Method  
(Luke 11:9-10) 
 
Jesus followed His Model Prayer with an illustration of the necessity of prayer (vv. 5-8). He capped 
this illustration with the lesson He wanted His disciples to get from it in verses 9-10: Keep asking. 
Keep searching. Keep knocking. Persistence in prayer indicated our sense of dependence on God 
and our faith in His provision. Jesus said everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 
“and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”  
 
God responds to the genuine, heartfelt prayer of His children. Jesus’ words assume we are 
praying within God’s will, that our attitudes are that of “Your will be done” (Matt. 6:10; see 1 John 
5:14). Jesus is not guaranteeing that if we pray, we will get exactly what we request. Rather He 
is emphasizing that genuine prayer is neither unheard nor unheeded. God will answer in the way 
He knows is best. 
 
 
See the Manifestation  
(Luke 11:11-13) 
 
Jesus wanted to make sure His hearers understood what He was teaching about prayer, so He 
used an illustration to get His point across. It was clear that this was a far-fetched, exaggerated 
example to get the truth of the point across. Since God is our heavenly Father, Jesus used the 
example of an earthly father, someone with whom everyone could relate. 
 
“What father among you” (v. 11) set the context and immediately drew the listeners into the 
example. Jesus wanted the people to understand that just as a loving earthly father would not 
give his son something dangerous but would actually desire to meet this request for a fish; in the 
same way our heavenly Father will not withhold good from us in exchange for giving us something 
harmful. 
 
Similarly, “if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion” (v. 12) was another exaggeration to 
emphasize the point. We, as humans, cannot compare the level of our love and goodness toward 
our children to the love and goodness of God. There is no comparison.  
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Jesus completed the thought with how much more the heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask. Not only does God give us good gifts; He gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
which includes everything else good. With the Holy Spirit living inside of us, we are filled with 
the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). God truly is the giver of good gifts (Jas. 1:17). With that 
thought in mind, we are to come to God, pray to Him, and present our requests to Him. 
 


