
SAVED   
 by Jesus, 

SENT   
to serve. 

Pastor Matyas 1-2 

Principals Office     2 

Ladies Aid           

Alaska Mission 

Update 

3 

Ash Wednesday           

St. Paul Operetta  

4 

Persecuted Church 

St. Paul PTO 

5 

CEF 6 

Missionary Update 7-8 

March Rotations 9 

January 2023 Council 

Minutes  

10-11 

March Calendar 12 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Newsletter Volume 28 Issue 2 

February 15, 2023 

My Valentine 
I don’t know much about the modern development of Valentine’s Day. That is, I 

don’t know how it evolved from your run-of-the-mill saint day (honoring St. 

Valentine, who was martyred in 269 AD), to the chocolate-stained worldliness of 

bad dates and romantic comedies. But I recently read a little bit of the former in 

preparation for a chapel message at school, and I learned of certain modern 

practices that can be delightfully traced back to the eponymous saint. I give 

these stories to you with a caveat: like most hagiography, there is limited 

assurance in the veracity in them besides the fact that this guy existed, 

preached the gospel, and was killed for it. Now he’s the patron saint of epilepsy 

and beekeeping (which seems like a dangerous combination). Nevertheless … 

In the city of Terni, northeast of Rome, in the third century, there lived a man 

named Valentine. Those were the days of tenuous legality for Christians, who 

were often violently persecuted for their faith. So it was that in the course of his 

vocation as a Bishop, Valentine was imprisoned for his faith. Like St. Paul before 

him, Valentine took the occasion to proselytize to his captor. The judge who 

imprisoned him put a challenge before Valentine: if he could heal the blindness 

of the judge’s daughter, then the judge would know that Jesus was truly the 

resurrected Son of God. 

Piece of cake. Or rather, piece of heart-shaped chocolates. 

The daughter was miraculously healed, and 

the judge believed. Like the Philippian jailer 

before him, he and his entire household 

believed and was baptized. Valentine was 

set free to preach openly again. He spent 

much of his time consoling and ministering to 

the persecuted Christians of Rome and the 

surrounding areas. Even more poignantly, 

Valentine secretly performed the marriage 

ceremonies of Christian couples so that the 

men could dodge conscription into the 

military, which openly worshipped pagan 

gods. As a reminder of their vows, Valentine 

would cut heart shapes out of pieces of 

parchment and give them as gifts to the 

couples. 

 

Continued on page 2… 
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My Valentine                     Continued from page 1... 

Fast forward (for who knows how long), and Valentine was arrested again. This time (again, like Paul), he  

managed to proselytize to the emperor himself—Claudius II. Unlike the judge from before, Claudius could not 

be convinced of the preacher’s message either by logic, rhetoric, or miraculous sign. So it was demanded of 

Valentine that he renounce his faith or be executed. Unsurprisingly, Valentine chose death. Legend has it, just 

before his execution he wrote a short letter to the girl whose blindness he had healed so long ago.           

Signed: “Love, your Valentine.” 

Then they beat him to death with clubs and cut his head off at the Piazza in Rome. 

Again, true or not (and there are other stories about him floating around in the ether), hagiography is always 

fascinating and encouraging to me. And as the Lutheran Confessions state, the saints who have gone before 

us can be looked to as examples and testimonials of the faith. So this Valentine’s Day, let us remember to 

thank God for the work that our brother Valentine did so long ago: he proclaimed the gospel to everyone 

with the intensity of a young man wooing a maiden; he defied his emperor’s orders for the sake of love and 

marriage; and he gave tokens (Valentines) to people to remind them of Christ’s love and commitment       

toward us. 

Above all, he willingly suffered the beatings and murder of his authorities rather than fall away from his faith in 

the one who suffered and died for him: Jesus Christ. 

Happy St. Valentine’s Day 

From the Principal’s Office 
February can be a difficult month for educators. Christmas Break is long past, and Spring Break is nowhere 

near on the horizon. Gloomy uncooperative weather often forces teachers to have more indoor recess than 

normal, and the rubber has met the road in terms of putting in the hardwork to see small continuous gains in 

learning and student achievement. And yet, even in the     

sometimes muddy and gray days of February, St. Paul is seeing 

sneak peeks of upcoming growth and life. God is gracious and 

merciful, He grants glimpses and glimmers of what is up ahead. 

Early enrollment has begun and the response is delightful and 

encouraging. NWEA scores are almost complete and the Winter 

Scores, by and large, show strong improvement and growth 

from the Fall. Operetta rehearsal for the 5th-8th grade is in full 

swing, their competent and joyful voices resonate throughout 

the halls. Instrumentation for MusicFest is coming together as 

small ensembles and  solos are being planned. The Third Quarter 

Wildcat Club featuring Jigsaw Puzzles will begin shortly.            

Volleyball for the upper and middle grades and PeeWee       

basketball for the very lower grades is just gearing up. So,        

although  February may often feel like a slow arduous march 

toward March, there is much to be excited about. Thank you for 

your continued prayers and encouragement. Despite what the 

Groundhog predicted, Spring will be on its way before we know 

it, and with it all things of great growth and life. 

-Principal Mrs. Valerie Matyas 
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Ladies Aid                         

Cathi Reymore led us in a devotion called Overlooked Blessings. Have we  

taken the time to think about how much we have to be thankful for? We are 

blessed for food, clothing and a place to live. If you have money in bank, in 

your wallet, or spare change, you are blessed. If you can read this message, 

you are blessed than two billion people in the world who cannot read. Don't 

overlook any blessing--thank God every day for His goodness in your life. 

Ann Gould from Lutheran Braille Ministries talked to us about the Braille       

ministries. She talked to us on how Louis Braille started braille because he     

became blind at 15. The headquarters is in California where they print Bibles 

that are sent to many countries around the world. We will be having a shower for this ministry at our March 6th 

meeting. It will be a monetary shower so they can use for supplies needed. You can give either cash or check 

made out to St. Paul Ladies Aid. All ladies are invited. 

First of all - thank you so very much to our St. Paul family for your continued support and prayers for this minis-

try!  You have had  a part in changing peoples lives and sharing God's love with others!!! As February is quickly 

coming to an end we are making plans for the mission trip that will be taking place in Cooper Landing, AK in 

June.  This year is looking different than any other as our contact person in the community, Ladonna, lost her 

husband in November and she will most likely be relocating to Oregon by the end of the summer.  Ladonna is 

89 years old and a rock in the community.  People respect her and listen to her.  She has had a heart for the 

youngest of ones in Cooper Landing and has done all she can to connect with those families and kids.  For 

over 20 years she has a hosted a once a week bible class in her home for any children whose parents would 

allow them to go.  She would drive her Subaru outback to the small community school every Tuesday and 

pack her car full of kids and bring them back to her house for fresh baked bread and God's word! Many    

children were baptized as a result of this time with Ladonna.  The VBS mission is something that has reinforced 

the teaching that has been done in Ladonna's home. It is something that continues to feed into the lives of 

the young ones and the families there.  With the high potential of Ladonna leaving things will look different.  

We have some very good relationships built with people in Cooper Landing and we will continue to lean on 

them for  help with this program.  We covet your continued prayers for the community of Cooper Landing, for 

the families there, for the ministry to continue  

in whatever way God chooses, and especially 

for Ladonna.  If you would like to donate to this 

ministry you may send a check to 

Copper Landing Community Lutheran Church 

c/o Ladonna Herbert                                          

PO Box  518                                                 

Cooper Landing, AK 99572    

With VBS Mission on the memo line.   

-The Schultz Family 

Alaska Mission Update                        
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Join the St. Paul Lutheran School, grades 5-8, on March 10 in the school auditorium as they perform the      

Promise U Operetta at 1:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

St. Paul Lutheran School Operetta     
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 All Things Considered #8 “God is Moving in North Korea” 

When I first saw this small article, I was amazed and then 

thankful and then wondering, “How could this be in such a 

restricted, hostile nation?”  Anything, anyone Christian is 

“disappeared” and rarely heard from again.  As some of 

you know I dedicated almost a year’s worth of articles to 

North Korea a few years ago.  The great sadness is that 

nothing has truly improved.  Yet, there are small hopeful 

signs, and we are thankful.  It is with that small glimmer of 

hopefulness the following is taken in its entirety from The 

Voice of the Martyrs 2022 Global Prayer Guide. 

“When pandemic restrictions in South Korea forced discipleship classes to move underground, the instructors 

feared they would lose the North Korean defectors they were teaching.  But instead, the teachers have seen 

unexpected growth in their students.  One student who had failed to attend training in the past was           

convicted to stick with the training, and she did.  After completing her discipleship training, she is now          

preparing to minister to North Koreans as a missionary.” 

And we quietly rejoice and pray for her dedication, safety and ability to reach those for Christ that God wants 

in His family.  She probably knows the trials and terrors of becoming a missionary wherever she goes and yet 

she steps out to do so.  Well done thou good and faithful servant!  Go with God.  He goes with you. 

Writing of this dedication and commitment we can only pray that we will be found worthy of being called, 

“Christian.”  The coming times are fraught with troubles and needs of which we can only imagine and yet 

must prepare ourselves and our families to stand strong and boldly for Jesus Christ. 
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Missionaries, James & Christel Neuendorf                      
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Missionaries, James & Christel Neuendorf       Continued from page 7... 



Acolyte and Reader Schedule for March 2023 

Altar Guild and Ushers in March 2023 
Altar Guild: 

Margie Begick 

Cheryl Leppek 

Kristen Fisher 
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Acolytes:     8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  Readers:    8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wed., Mar. 1    Olivia Matyas Isaac Hendrick   —-   —-   
           Lent Mid-Week       (3:30 p.m.)  (6:30 p.m.) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sun., Mar. 5    Jozelyn Begick Daniel Haas   John Schlicker  Richard Doan 
           8:00 a.m. 5-8 Grade Sing 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wed., Mar. 8    Lillian Bourdow Owen Weiss   —-   —-    
           Lent Mid-Week       (3:30 p.m.)  (6:30 p.m.) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wed., Mar. 12         Alex Schlicker Ava Begick        —-   —-  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wed., Mar. 15    Elise Helmreich Charles Begick   —-   —-   
           Lent Mid-Week       (3:30 p.m.)  (6:30 p.m.) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wed., Mar. 19         Maura Zeilinger Rylie Garret        —-   Brian Appold 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wed., Mar. 22        Elaina Garcia Isaac Hendrick        —-   —-  
           Lent Mid-Week       (3:30 p.m.)  (6:30 p.m.) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wed., Mar. 26    Noah Helmreich Chase Wyman   Sam Britton   Sam Britton    
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wed., Mar. 29         Kaleb Kusterer Alex Schlicker        —-   —-  
           Lent Mid-Week       (3:30 p.m.)  (6:30 p.m.) 

Head Usher:  

Dale Jezowski (327-7613) 

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church Newsletter 

February 15, 2023 

Volume 28—Issue 2 
 

6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Vicar: 

Mr. David Schultz 

Principal:  

Mrs. Valerie Matyas 

Office Manager:  

Mrs. Nicole Burnison 

Newsletter articles for the next newsletter 

are due on Wednesday,  

March 8, 2022. You may submit articles 

to the email address below or drop them 

off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

Family Elder List (January-June 2023) 
               Family Name: Elder:   
 

A-Bec  Abraham-Beckers Brian Appold 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Beg-Br Begick-Brown  Howard Helmreich 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bu-E  Buda – Engelhardt  Jeremy Begick  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

F-He  Finney - Hendrick  Ben Burnison  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hi-Ku  Hildebrant– Kusterer  Terry Burkard  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your elder should be able to answer any church related questions you may have, or they can find the person who can answer your question. 

                          Family Name: Elder:   
 

L-Na  LaFontaine – Nagy  DJ Bourdow  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ne-Schi Neuman– Schimm  Scott Weiss 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Schl – V  Pfau-Schlicker  Tom Appold  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wa – Z   Schmidt-Wagner Jerry Schlicker 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10:30 a.m. Ushers: Group #4 

BOB EASTMAN (686-7365)

Cindy Eastman 

Tim Begick 

Andrew Weiss 

Lynn Strawn 

Larry Strawn  

8 a.m. Ushers: Group #1 

CARY BEHMLANDER (631-0914) 

Dale Jezowski   

Adam Jezowski   

Matt Schlicker   

Kali Hayward  

Roger Hendrick  
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