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Dear Friends,

In 2020 and 2021, IYM Representative Council and Executive Committee approved the following minutes:

IYM-RC 20 06 Friends APPROVED in regard to exploring discontinuing ties with FUM, 1) Doug reaching out to monthly meetings with information that he has presented at Representative Council, 2) Doug making contact with FUM General Secretary and Presiding Clerk with this information, and 3) The Executive Committee formulating a process to respond to these concerns. 
IYM EC 2021-04 Friends APPROVED the formation of a work group of five people to study the relationship between IYM and FUM and make a recommendation on whether or not to retain this relationship. This group should meet together, consult with IYM leadership, and communicate with local meetings, analyzing the IYM mission statement, communications from, work of and IYM support of FUM and bring a recommendation back to the Yearly Meeting in session or Representative Council. 
IYM-RC 21 02 Friends APPROVED placing the following people on the FUM Work Group:  Eric Dale as Clerk, Steve Howell, Laura Key, Lauren Reynolds, Doug Haag and Pat Byers, ex- officio.
As Doug Haag retired and moved to Tennessee, he was replaced on the work group by Susan Kirkpatrick-Dennis.

In this process, the study group met with Doug Shoemaker and Greg Hinshaw as IYM leaders and past or present Friends United Meeting (FUM) Board members, Kelly Kellum and Colin Saxton of FUM, and Adrian Halverstadt of Evangelical Friends Church-North America (EFC-NA). The group also engaged the IYM Missions committee, for their input.  Representatives from the study group, then, shared a draft of the enclosed proposal with FUM leadership.  The study group would like to thank each of these people for their time, their candor, and their valuable contribution to this conversation.



Enclosed with this letter, you will find the culmination of the work of this group, a proposal for a ‘change in relationship’ with Friends United Meeting.  As this task was assigned out of Executive Committee, it has already been brought to that body for discussion and has been approved by them to bring to you, the churches and people of IYM.

The Executive Committee is now asking each of the Monthly Meetings to spend some time with this proposal, praying over it, discussing it, and evaluating it.  The Yearly Meeting is also putting together three area discussion meetings in different places around IYM.  A north meeting will be held at Fairmount Friends Church at 6:30pm on January 12th, 2023.  A south meeting will be held at Knightstown Friends Church at 6:30pm on February 7th, 2023.  A more central meeting will be held at Lynn Friends Church at 6:30pm on March 23rd, 2023. Members of the study group will be at each meeting to go over the proposal and attempt to answer any questions.  From there, the plan would be for the proposal to go before Representative Council at the April 22nd meeting.

It has been, and continues to be, the mission if IYM to be disciples of Jesus Christ, and make disciples of Jesus Christ. We pray this will always be the center of our hearts, especially as we study and evaluate this very important topic.

In the name of Jesus Christ,


Pat Byers – General Superintendent, 
and
The FUM Study Group
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