Thanks to HISD Career & Technical Education (CTE) for hosting the March BASH515 and a big thanks to Cowboy Contractors for sponsoring.  Mary Poret, director of the program shared, “The strength of the American economy is linked to the strength of America’s education system.  Particularly in times of economic challenge, American employers need a workforce that is skilled, adaptable, creative, and equipped for success in the global marketplace.  And our students need a more rigorous, better tailored education to acquire the skills they need to compete, to follow a clear pathway into the middle class, and continue to prosper.”  
“Building career and technical education (CTE) is essential to this process. CTE represents a critical investment in our future.  It offers students opportunities for career awareness and preparation by providing them with the academic and technical knowledge and work-related skills necessary to be successful in postsecondary education, training, and employment.” 
“Effective, high-quality CTE programs are aligned with college- and career-readiness standards as well as the needs of employers, industry, and labor.  They provide students with a curriculum that combines integrated academic and technical content and strong employability skills.  And they provide work based learning opportunities that enable students to connect what they are learning to real-life career scenarios and choices.  The students participating in effective CTE programs graduate with industry based certifications or licenses and postsecondary certificates that prepare them for in-demand careers within high-growth industry sectors.”  
Huntsville ISD offers a robust curriculum of programs of study where any student, regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap or age are able to gain the knowledge and skills necessary to be successful in their chosen career path. 
According to the Association For Career and Technical Education:
· 94% of students concentrating in CTE graduated high school - 9% percentage points higher than the overall US graduation rate. 

· Individuals with an associate degree in the CTE field can earn up to $2.8 million in lifetime earnings - the same as bachelor’s degree holders. 

· 77% of employers from in-demand industries hired an employee because of their knowledge and skills gained from their CTE experience. 

· The US faces a shortage of 6.5 million skilled workers over the next decade in key industries.

For more information about the CTE program at Huntsville High School, call 936-435-6126 or 936-435-6324. You can also visit https://www.huntsville-isd.org/domain/819
