
Pastor’s Letter 01.15.21 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Last week we witnessed a terrible attack on our nation’s Capital by a group of fringe insurrectionists. It 
was shocking and troubling, and a tragic result of an increasingly polarized and divided nation. As people 
of God, citizens, and followers of Jesus how are we to understand this event? 
 
In grade school we are taught that understanding requires the asking of five questions: who, what, 
where, how, and why. The who, what, and where of the Capitol riots are basically undisputed and 
understood. But looking through the lens of faith, what should be our response to the how and the 
why?  
 
I married into a NASCAR family. My wife’s family planned their summer vacations around attending 
various races. I, on the other hand, had not given much regard to the sport. I figured, however, that it 
might endear me to my in-laws to learn more about it - an endeavor that eventually turned into my 
seminary senior thesis, entitled “American Civil Religion and NASCAR.”  
  
Wikipedia defines American civil religion as “a sociological theory that a nonsectarian quasi-religious 
faith exists within the United States with sacred symbols drawn from national history.” Civil religion 
doesn’t mean that our faith doesn’t inform our politics, but rather that we sometimes conflate and 
confuse our patriotism with our religious beliefs.  
 
Examples of civil religion include flag and military worship, the “high holy days” of the Superbowl and 
Fourth of July, “God Bless America,” and America as a “shining city on a hill” (see Mt. 5:14). Recognized 
or not, civil religion has its own sacred events, sanctuaries, priests, and rituals, and works as a powerful 
and often unchecked influence in our lives. 
 
I saw a lot of American civil religion on display at last week’s protests. U.S. flags were carried right next 
to crosses. Jesus signs could be seen next to rioters garbed in military uniforms. Guns and bibles were 
openly toted and touted. It was clear that the day wasn’t simply about objecting to the election 
certification; the entire movement was cloaked in the religious symbols of nationalism, fundamentalist 
partisanship, toxic masculinity, and white supremacy. 
 
Many leaders responded that day by saying that “this is not who America is.” But if we’re honest, what 
happened that day IS a part of who we are. Racism and violence are a part of who we are as a country, 
and it still plagues us as we continue to strive for “a more perfect union.” Progress toward justice and 
peace will only happen if we’re able to recognize and dismantle the harm that comes from confusing 
religion and politics, and to confess our complicity in it.  
 
I am grateful to be a citizen of the United States, and consider it our collective responsibility to help hold 
it accountable. My hope and our calling is that we, as God’s people, seek ways to bring Jesus - the peace 
that passes understanding - into our nation and our world. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Christoph 
 


