
2020-12-24 Pastor Letter 
  
Merry Christmas! This is the day when we celebrate and remember, with intention, the reality 
of God coming to us in Jesus; what we call the INCARNATION; Immanuel - “GOD WITH US!” 
  
The birth of Jesus changed humanity forever, and indeed the entire world. For in Jesus, God 
becomes one of us! Before Jesus, God was seen as distant - something out there or up there - 
someone whom we believed couldn’t possibly understand what it was like to be human. But in 
Jesus, that all changed. Of all the world’s religions, this is the unique contribution of Christianity 
- the tangible understanding that Jesus the Christ is, has been, and always will be with and 
within us. This is the GOOD NEWS of Christmas! 
  
But it wasn’t as if God just woke up one morning and said, “hmm, maybe I’ll send my son to 
Earth to hang out with these human folks!” Rather, the gifting of Jesus as the incarnation of 
Christ was always a part of God’s eternal plan. Scripture describes the cosmic Christ, known as 
the logos (Word of God), as being present from the beginning of time: 
  
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God 
(Christ)... and the word was made flesh and lived among us (Jesus).” - John 1:1, 14a 
  
It’s important to remember that for God, Jesus was not Plan B! It’s not as if God had planned to 
be absent from humanity for millennia, only to finally show up for us in the birth of Jesus! No. 
Like a good teacher, used someone we could relate to - Jesus - to teach us the true knowledge 
of God’s divine love for us. Christmas was God’s Plan A, and it changed (and continues to 
change) everything. Thanks be to God for this baby - the relatable, incarnated form of God’s 
formless mystery - the one who make the mystery of the Holy ONE real. 
  
On this Christmas, in the midst of darkness, fear, pandemic death, and uncertainty, we find 
comfort in the words of the angel in Luke: “Do not be afraid...” In this promise, and in the 
knowledge of God’s presence in your life, may you know that in Christmas, Christ has chosen 
you as his own. 
  
In peace, 
Pastor Christoph 
 


