
Pastor Letter 12.11.20 

Isaiah is my favorite book in the Old Testament - perhaps in the entire bible! It is filled with 

prophecy, lament, history, truth-telling, and comfort. LOTS of comfort. So much so that many 

have called it “The Book of Comfort.” This is especially true in chapters 40-55, the section 

written by Second Isaiah. This section is where we find all the famous lines from Handel’s 

“Messiah:” 

 “Comfort Ye, Comfort Ye, my people… Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill 

made low… A voice that cryeth in the wilderness, prepare Ye the way of the Lord! Make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God!” 

 Now, more than ever, we need the comfort that Isaiah provides. We need to be reassured that 

God is still present in our lives TODAY, and that God will continue to take on human flesh and 

incarnate for us every day, in Jesus. We need to be reassured that God’s promises are real. 

 Christmas is two weeks from today. As we await our celebration of Christ’s birth, I challenge 

you to name the ways in which you need comfort. These may include sadness over a broken 

relationship or the death of a loved one, anxiety over work or health concerns, you name it. 

Begin by bringing these things to God in prayer. Simply, “God, please bring me comfort. I am 

hurting because of ___.” Then, bring one or more of these things to someone you trust - a loved 

one, a spouse, a good friend, a pastor or mentor, whomever - and allow them to comfort you. 

 The miracle of God’s promised comfort takes place when we are willing and able to 

be vulnerable. Rather than burying your hurts inside yourself, be willing to be vulnerable with 

others. Remember, it is the cracks in the pot that allow the water to drain out… but these same 

cracks also allow the light to seep in. As we travel through Advent, remember that God’s peace 

and comfort is there for all of us through our scriptures, through our the witness of our friends 

and family, and through the enduring promises of Christ. 

 Peace be with you! 

Pastor Christoph 

 


