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The Power of a Doxology 
 
When the corona virus finally hit the status of a 
pandemic, many of us lost things that we have 
taken for granted for most, if not all, of our lives. 
Some of those things, those freedoms, that were 
lost were very obvious, and it hurt. Other things 
that were lost were so subtle that when they 
came back, it surprised us how much we missed 
them, just how important they really are to us.  
 
When we here at the United Methodist Church 
of Whitefish Bay went back to live, in-person 
worship in July with offering plates being 
passed through the pews, and then processed 
back to the altar by ushers as the congregation 
stood and sang the doxology, I was moved with 
emotion. All of my worshipping life, whether as 
attender, member, or pastor leading a commu-
nity of faith, I have heard the congregation sing: 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
There are some that would view the title of this 
article to be wrong. For many it is not the power 
of “A” doxology, but the power of “THE” doxolo-
gy. For the late Bill Eastham, a long-time mem-
ber of our community of faith, the “Old 100th” 
was his spiritual language of prayer! The "Old 
100th" from the second edition of the “Genevan 
Psalter” is one of the best known melodies in 
many occidental Christian musical traditions. 
The tune is usually attributed to the French 
composer Louis Bourgeois (c. 1510 – c. 1560). 
 
For Bill, and many others, whenever we brought 
our offerings up with other doxologies, it didn’t 
sit right. Other doxologies such as the “Lesser 
Doxology” (Gloria Patri): 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
It made me think about what a doxology really 
is, what it means to a person of faith. Of course, 
there is the official definition: “A short song of 
praise to God.” But does that dictionary defini-
tion truly convey the power a doxology has? I 
continued to read: 
 

“Doxologies are an expression of praise 
to God. In the Christian church, we often 
hear them sung or chanted. They are a 
tradition that has meaning and im-
portance for all Christians. Since the 
early church, doxologies have been a 
way for Christians to express their love 
and thankfulness for what God has done 
in their lives.” 

 
As I reflect, I am certain that offering up a dox-
ology should be a part of our daily experience, a 
part of our daily walk with God as we see all the 
ways that we are blessed. Yes, doxology has a 
powerful place in daily life. I also stand in awe 
that our practice of doxology is sung and pro-
claimed after giving our offerings. It is joyous to 
give. But how many of us truly offer benedic-
tions day in and day out as we witness the good-
ness of God? 
 
Let’s find ways to daily sing our praise to the 
God of love and abundant grace! 

 
In gratitude of God’s gifts, 
 

Pastor Matt 

 

United Methodist Church 

of Whitefish Bay  

JOY Newsletter 
 

August 2021 
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AUGUST WORSHIP    
Sundays at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

 August 1 – Pastor Janet Hartzell’s “Retirement Sunday.” 
 She will preach the sermon, “A Vision for Tomorrow.” 
 

 August 8 – Pastor Andrew will preach. 
 Joelle and Tim Karth will be honored, 
  before they depart for staff positions at Wauwatosa Avenue UMC.  
 

   Holy Communion and Curbside Communion will be offered 
                                      for this month on the second Sunday, August 8 not on August 1. 
 

   Receptions will follow each service on both Sundays. 
 

   Love offerings for Janet and for the Karths 
   will be received through August and forwarded to them. 
 

 August 15 – “All We Need” (Pastor Matt) 
 

 August 22 – “A Holy Son” (Pastor Matt) 
 

 August 29 – “More than Just Promises” (Pastor Matt) 
 
 

Mask Update 
 

As of now, masks are not required to be worn in worship or in the church building for those 
who are fully vaccinated. Those who are not are asked to wear masks out of compassion for 
one another, and especially when around children and youth who may not yet be able to be 
vaccinated.  Masks are still required for all who enter Carpenter's Shop or Tree of Life Nursery. 
 

That said, please remember that because someone chooses to wear a mask at church or 
anywhere else should not be assumed to mean that they have not been vaccinated.  We are 
aware of several members who have immune system disorders that require them to wear 
masks and others that have been vaccinated but feel more comfortable worshipping at this 
time with a mask. So in short, "do unto others as you would have them do unto you."  Your 
kindness and patience, and most of all concern for the common good when it comes to mask 
wearing, will be a mark of your discipleship.  May we all stay healthy! 

Worship Hospitality Team Volunteers NEEDED! 
 

We are so thankful to the volunteers that have helped with hospitality.  Even though we have a 
great core of people that serve, we still need others to help out. The need is immediate since a 
few of our regulars won’t be able to serve in August and September.  
 

This is a ministry that lends itself easily to people of all ages as individuals, families, or small 
groups. Training is provided on your first day and support is always available.  
Use this link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E48ABAB2EABFF2-sunday to sign up.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E48ABAB2EABFF2-sunday
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Women Offering Worship has taken a short pause for August!  
After continuing weekly through the pandemic with faith-lifts, outdoor and Zoom book &     
Bible studies – we are taking a breath in August, while we get ready to launch our 24th year of  
Women’s Ministry on Thursday mornings.  Join us Thursday, September 16, at 9:30 a.m. 
for worship in the Chapel (and on Facebook Live) and brunch in the Narthex at 10:15. Let us 
celebrate as Sisters-in-Christ as we gather together once again – to sing, pray, praise, 
and make connections and friends.  
Nell Nash, Director of Women’s Ministries, 
can answer any questions you may have.  
Contact her at nnash@umcwfb.org 
or 414-964-2424 x218.  

Save the date! 
Mark your calendar for Sept. 14 and plan to gather for fun,  
fellowship, and information.  
 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) Fall Luncheon 
will take place Sept. 14 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
The program, "UMW:  Beyond our Walls,” features a UMW district leader, who will discuss 
the place of UMW in the world and opportunities for women in our church. 
 
Reading Circle plans in-person meeting Sept. 7 
Deborah Reading Circle welcomes all to the Walnut Room for our first meeting of the year on 
Sept. 7 at 7 p.m. The book that we will be discussing is The Overstory by Richard Power. 
It's a long, somewhat complicated, but highly acclaimed non-fiction book, so start your read-
ing now and add to our discussion! Come have some dessert, visit with friends in person, and 
chat about this much-publicized work that deals with trees and ecologists. 

 
    
    
  Deborah Reading Circle members had a summer 
  book swap gathering on Tuesday, 7/27.     
  After meeting on Zoom for the entire year, 
  we enjoyed seeing each other in person and 
  socializing face to face! 

Eight women celebrated the life and              

personal memories of Lee Stanton. 

mailto:nnash@umcwfb.org
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MEN’S MINISTRY SUMMER AND FALL   
 
 
Men’s Ministry (MM) is getting back together with 

mission and ministry support.   
Remember, a goal of  MM is to encourage all 
men of the church to be involved in/support  
mission and ministries. 
 
HABITAT - The next  Habitat UMCWFB 
volunteer date is Friday, August 27 
for drywalling at 3403 N. 3rd St. 
8 a.m.- 2 p.m.  Pictured here is UMCWFB  
at Habitat drywalling last month. 

          Plan to be there in August. 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) - Mon.-Thurs., August 9-12 (9-11:30 a.m.) and 
Friday, August 13, cookout at 6 p.m. with parents and kids.  Pastor Andrew would 
like the kids to have  both men and women sharing with them - whether it be storytelling, art, 
games, crafts, music, or helping during Monday through Thursday (volunteer  for one 2.5-hour 
day) and/or help with the Friday cookout.  Just being there and talking/walking with the kids 
is important and needed. You don’t need to  do anything more. Please let Pastor Andrew 
(ajones@umcwfb.org) know you can be there to help with VBS. That  fills part of the 
Men's Ministry mission! 
 
THE CALENDAR PLANNING  FOR THE FALL LOOKS LIKE THIS: 
 
   -  Saturday, September 18  -  Morning Breakfast - 7/7:30 a.m. with program  
   -  Saturday, October  2        -  Golf Outing - 9 a.m. with lunch/“Awards” 
   -  Saturday, October 16       -  Morning Breakfast - 7/7:30 a.m. with program 
   -  Saturday, November 20   -  Update w/ UWM Fresh Water Science Dean Val Klump  
      at Greenfield Ave. facility - 8 a.m./cont. breakfast  
  
  -  Plus mission projects as they arise.  
 
  
  WEBS—Wednesdays at 7 a.m. 
 
  GRAY GUYS—last Tuesday of each month 
 
  BREAKFAST—first Friday of each month 

mailto:ajones@umcwfb.org
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Older Adult News 
 

This fall, our church will again offer events, classes, and fellowship opportunities. While much 
is still in the planning stages, several meetings have been held this summer to talk about the 
return of North Shore School for Seniors and other activities as well. 
 

Activities will be focused, for the start anyway, 
on Tuesdays, when people 60+ (and/or retired at whatever age) can come to the church and 
know there are things happening especially for them.  
 

Below is the tentative schedule: 
 

 10:00 a.m.   – JOY Singers rehearse. 
 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  – Bring a bag lunch to enjoy in Fellowship Hall with friends; 
           beverages will be provided. 
 12:30-2:00 p.m.  – Two NSSS classes will be offered 
      (watch for details in August). 
 12:30-2:30 p.m.   – An acrylics class will be offered. 
 12:45-3:30 p.m.             – A different activity will be offered each Tuesday of the month: 
      games, crafts, book club, and movie. 
 

Come and go as your schedule permits (even if you’re also taking a class). 
 

People are invited to come for as much or as little of the day as they wish.  
More details will be released in September, but we want you to know this is coming! 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 –  
We will have a breakfast gathering with former Wisconsin Governor  
Martin Schreiber, who will talk about his book My Two Elaines: 
Learning, Coping and Surviving as an Alzheimer’s Caregiver.   
Books will be available for purchase, and a free copy will be given to the 
first 30 people who sign up.  This event is not just for our church members 
(of all ages), but will be publicized in the community as well, so tell your 
friends! A sign-up will begin, probably, in later September or early October. 

  Events 
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Habitat Report 
 
Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity was our June Mission of the Month.  
Our effort was extremely successful. We collected over $1,100 of tools, which went toward our 
$3,500 pledge. The pledge helps pay for lumber and professional contractors who perform 
construction the volunteers cannot. In addition, the United Methodist Women made a 
$600 grant. 
 
We were overwhelmed by the loose coin 
collections and cash donations for the month. 
 
The Habitat account now has a balance that 
will allow a $6,000 payment to Habitat 
by the end of the month. 
 
THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT: THE DONATION OF TOOLS, 
COINS, OR CHECKS, BOTH LARGE 
AND SMALL. 
 
We will now be able to more than double our pledge amount. Lumber costs are currently  
extremely high, so this will help to get a family in a safe, affordable house. 
 
Next habitat work date: Friday, August 27. 
Contact Don Lybeck or Dick Steinmetz for more information or to volunteer. 

Walk to Benefit 
St. Ben's Meal Program 
 
On June 11, members of UMCWFB walked 
a few miles and raised over $300 in support of 
St. Benedict's meal program. 
 
Thanks to all who participated. 

mailto:mdonlybeck@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rsteinmetz@wi.rr.com
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“UNDY” 500 GUEST HOUSE DONATIONS 
 
Thanks to the many who donated men’s new underwear to the Guest House!  
Each new resident gets 5 undershirts and pants as they enter the program to move from home-
lessness to a stable life of employment and housing. It is a fresh start! 
If you have questions about Guest House and their amazing wrap-around programs, 
please contact Jean Erickson at jeanerickson213@gmail.com. 

Lydia’s Treasure is OPEN!  Our mission gift shop is full of fun finds, fair trade, perfect 
greeting cards, gently read books, games, puzzles, and so much more! Stop by on Sunday 
mornings from 10-10:30 a.m. or 11:30 a.m.–Noon, or make your own shopping time by 
emailing Lydia’s at mpaull@wi.rr.com.  Every purchase, 
every day, supports mission through this volunteer-led and 
run, happy, treasure-finding spot. 
  
The pandemic may have closed Lydia’s Treasure for 15 months, but it didn’t stop you from 
supporting mission via Lydia.  Thanks to so many of you purchasing curb-side pick-up 
chocolates and greeting cards, ordering Mystery Surprise Bags (thank you Betsy Hoylman 
for that great idea!) and enthusiastically scooping up every ONE of the 36 quilts – Lydia’s 
Treasure sent a total $6,100 to our three missions: Starfish Foundation, Beyond the Clouds, 
and Peace Learning Center; MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary quilt sale proceeds; and 
our annual tithe+ to UMCWFB.  Now that we are open – we pray for even bigger gifts this 
coming year. 

 

Under Construction! 
The ladies’ restroom just north of the Sanctuary is undergoing some renovations.   

If you’ve wondered what happened to the counter and wall – we had some tuck-point 
failure on the outside of the building.  Now that that is repaired – a new countertop 

has been ordered and painting as well as other freshening up is in the works. 
Thank you for your patience as we work to get this completed. 

mailto:jeanerickson213@gmail.com
mailto:mpaull@wi.rr.com
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Meal Programs Serve the Poor and Homeless of Milwaukee 
 
The designated Mission of the Month for August is our church’s meal programs. The United 
Methodist Church, and in particular our Whitefish Bay church, wholeheartedly respond to 
Jesus’s message in the gospel of Matthew where he says “for I was hungry and you fed me and 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink” through our 5 current meal programs. 
 
The pandemic has taken a toll on our meal programs.  All 6 meal sites shut down around  
March 2020. However, recent good news is that all but one, MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary, are starting up again. We started serving at the Rescue Mission back in May, 
while St. Ben’s will open up to us to start serving in October. We have been providing meals to 
St. Vincent’s north and south side sites, the Guest House, and Summerfield United Methodist 
Church since earlier this year, but haven’t been allowed to serve.  The Guest House just 
informed us that they will open for serving again starting in August.   
 
Our immediate need for cooks and servers is for Summerfield Church. They have opened 
recently, but we don’t have a dedicated group of volunteers at this time.  The next scheduled 
date to serve and provide the meal is Saturday, August 7.  We are scheduled to provide the 
meal there on the first Saturday of the even months of the year. 
 
Of course, we are always in need of church members to help out serving at any of our sites. If 
you would like more information about any of these programs, please contact John Wierschem 
at jjwiers@sbcgobal.net or on his cell phone at 414-238-7989.  You can also get details about 
any of the meal programs on our church website. Just click on “Serve in the World,” then click 
on “Serve in Milwaukee,” and then on “Meal Programs.” 

mailto:jjwiers@sbcgobal.net
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SUPPLIES FOR MARVIN PRATT SCHOOL 
 

We will be collecting supplies, listed below, for Marvin Pratt Elementary School (K-3 thru 
5th grades) as we have in the past. There is a box in the Narthex labeled “Supplies for Marvin 
Pratt” where you can put any items you may wish to donate. Especially needed are Dry Erase 
Markers and Ear Buds, as well as all other items listed. Thank you all for your generosity.  
Call with any questions: Loretto Steinmetz at 414-550-2957. 
 

 

* (most needed) 
 

Plastic supply box or pencil pouch 

Washable white glue, 8 oz. bottle 

Glue sticks 

Crayons, 24 ct. (nothing larger) 

Crayons, 8 ct. (pre-school) 

Colored pencils, 24 ct. 

No. 2 pencils, 20ct. Standard yellow 

Large rectangular eraser, pink 

Red pens 

Blue pens 

Black pens 

Highlighters, different colors 

Washable markers, 8 ct. 

*Low odor dry-erase markers 

12 “ ruler (with inches/cm) 

Pocket folders 

Spiral notebooks, (70 pages)  

 - wide rule (same colors as notebooks) 

Theme paper, 1 pkg.  

 - 200 pages or more - wide rule 

*Ear Buds 

Box Kleenex 
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“I GOT THIS” 

Steve Lirely 

(‘scuse me while I ramble) 

A few days ago, I was at a local hardware store picking up a few items, including two forty- 
pound bags of salt.  I loaded the first bag into my cart and as I bent over to pick up the second 
bag, a voice from behind me said, “You need help with that?”  I turned around to see a tall, 
lanky teenager pushing a pallet jack loaded with a gross of forty-pound bags of salt.  Without 
missing a beat, I replied, “No thanks, I got this.”  Then I smiled at him and said, “Looks like 
you could use some help.”  He chuckled and replied, “I got this.”  As I walked out the door, that 
phrase stuck in my mind, and I began to think about all the times in my life that I’ve used that 
phrase or other phrases similar.  Would it have been so bad for me to accept his invitation?   
He was, in fact, doing what we all would like to receive from the places where we do business…
excellent customer service.  Maybe, it would’ve made his day better or perhaps the offer of help 
could have led to a deeper conversation.  It also made me think of a time in my life when I was 
indeed quite a bit younger than I am now. 

I was serving my third appointment as pastor of a downtown First United Methodist Church in 
Southern Illinois.  It was that time of the year for the Pastor to Parish Relations Committee to 
do an annual evaluation.  As we sat around that rectangular table in the fellowship hall with 
our Evaluation Surveys spread out in front of us (25 questions, rate your pastor from 1 to 5 in 
each area, with 1 being the lowest score and 5 the highest score), one of the committee mem-
bers spoke up and said that she felt that since Steve is a “young and inexperienced” pastor, we 
shouldn’t give him a “1” because it might be too discouraging and, likewise, we shouldn’t give 
him a “5” because he might think he doesn’t need to grow in that area.  I dearly appreciated the 
one committee member who quickly retorted, “Well now, by God, if I think Steve deserves a 5, 
I’m gonna give him a 5, and if I think he deserves a 1, I’m gonna give him a 1!”  The laughter 
was refreshing, and I received my plethora of 1s to 5s.  However, the phrase “young and inex-
perienced” stuck in my craw.  So, I asked my mentor/minister, “When are we no longer ‘young 
and inexperienced’?”  He replied, “When you’re 37; for about one week, you’re perfect; after 
that, you’re old and over the hill!” 

Now, as I look back through the years, I actually kind of embraced those phrases in time, but 
from an entirely different attitude and perspective as each year passed.  I always thought of 
myself as young, at least in my heart and mind.  And, perhaps, with some of the zeal, energy, 
and passion I knew as a child.  Being inexperienced was not necessarily a bad thing either.  It 
meant that God had many more adventures for me to explore and I’m overwhelmed with how 
much I learned along the way.  As for being old, I’d like to think that as I woke each morning to 
a new day, I was bit wiser for the experiences from yesterday, and that I put a few more brain 
cells into the plan before I leapt into the adventures of those days.  I never thought of myself as 
ever being over the hill, but I enjoyed the climb with each passing day. 

As I take leave of my staff responsibilities at the United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay, I 
know that God has a tremendous plan for this church community and staff members.  I know  
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that this staff is an outstanding collection of God’s ministers.  They have the energy of a young 
child, the open minds to experience everything possible, the wisdom that comes from years of 
both successes and failures, and the passion to continue climbing the hill that God has set be-
fore them.  I was extremely fortunate to work on staff with the best.  I will continue to pray for 
them as I know each of you will, because, through God’s love and grace, “They’ve Got This.” 

Well, I’m on my 66th journey around the sun and as I now move on to the next adventure God 
has in store for me, I find myself reflecting on these phrases once again.  I’m as excited and 
passionate as a young pastor who still has much to experience and much to learn.  But I’m also 
an older man who moves a little slower and somewhat cautiously, so that I may approach each 
day with a little more wisdom and eyes wide open.  As far as being “over the hill,” well, I’m not 
there yet, but I can tell you emphatically that the view from up here is awesome!  God is good, 
and through his love and grace, the support and prayers from so many friends and family 
members, and perhaps even the tall, lanky, young teenager at the hardware store,                                       
“I GOT THIS.”  
 

     Blessings to all! 

     Steve Lirely 
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Hey Friends, 
 
Our summer mission experience, Milwaukee Service Project, was a huge success! It began with 
team building activities that showed us the value of our collective gifts. Students served here at the 
United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay on Monday and built a donation box that was designed 
and cut out by Dick Jones, while writing letters on behalf of Bread for the Hungry. Tuesday, the 
group went to Havenwoods State Forest to clean the area through Milwaukee Riverkeepers. We 
went to MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary to pick up litter, sort donations, and work in their 
garden. Finally, we prepared for our Brat Fry and Talent Show on Friday to support ASP.  Youth 
connected to God through journaling, conversations, activities, and prayer.  
  
I want to thank Lori Aeschbacher for her leadership as we were able to create an ASP-style experi-
ence in our own backyard! Adult leaders like Chris Gaffney, CJ Neville, Dan Yunk, John Fruncek, 
Mary Mueller, Melanie Berg, Ross Workman, Sue Stanley, and Tony Mortellaro helped to encour-
age and supervise our students throughout the week. Greg Swanberg did an amazing job directing 

the brat fry and Neil Bubke directed a 
talent show, both of which raised 
money for Appalachia Service Project. 

  
 
 

Reminders for Children and 
Families 

 
Sunday School will be offered at 

10:30 a.m. only 
from June-August. 

 
Our last Story and Craft in Klode Park 

is at 2 p.m. on August 18!  

 

Click HERE to watch the video from our MSP week. 
 
 

Vacation Bible School - Volunteers Needed 
 
There are many children from our community signed up for our Vacation Bible School, 
August 9-12, but there are still opportunities to help!!              
This will be a four-day VBS, Monday through Thursday, 9 -11:30 a.m., 
with a family celebration on Friday evening at 6 p.m.!  
 
During Mission: Deep Sea, we want to help a kid’s faith grow deeper, 
encourage them to spend time with God, spend time with others, use 
their gifts, and share their story. Through stories, music, games, crafts, 
snacks, and missions, we hope to engage kids with the love of Jesus.  
 
Sign-Up to Volunteer here: https://vbsmate.com/UMCWFB. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e48abab2eabff2-klode
https://youtu.be/rZgcjtDOIGM
https://vbsmate.com/UMCWFB
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Camp Day at Lake Lucerne 
 
On Saturday, August 28, we will have a day at Lake Lucerne! 
Our hope is to revive our memory of the camp connection and 
gear up for a full camp in Summer 2022. In addition to offering a 
taste of camp for young families, we want to invite those who 
have loved and served in previous camps to enjoy a day at Camp 
Lucerne. 
 
Camp Sign Up 

 
 
 
 
Serving and Volunteering Help 
 
We are looking for some helping hands for Sunday School, 
nursery, and Vacation Bible School! 
 
Parent Helpers: This is an opportunity to help out with our 
kids' ministry during Sunday Worship. You can support our 
teachers once a month or on occasion to provide assistance in our 
Sunday School. No training or prep is needed! Sign Up Here 

 
If you would like to help with VBS or work in our nursery, 
contact Pastor Andrew! You are welcome to serve! 
 
If you have any questions or would like to get involved in serving 
or volunteering, please contact me at ajones@umcwfb.org. 

 
   With Hope, 
 

 

https://forms.gle/CEqwZDFkJHeKgCmx9
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MCHgCxjz7cUaHWoENT-coOvymn8OF174iZ6rb4iTPky8WOLk6nYAcNCHPLHvecMn5QNFBsygl_yaZNu5TRX1YEW_VsWgyDmoFOTcc1GoA9Nou9Z4BYjiHJg5lrZEdGk5rEOm_DDVnvVycewLjfSr21E-hFKa4uo1xX_j_0avfo_5no_Qv3Gvt8ePNlM6_L-4&c=pbpKAlO9j6MuhRpe6t9Xn7053vOsHGP1
mailto:ajones@umcwfb.org
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Help Promote Fair Elections 
 
Part of the mandate of the Church and Society Committee is 
to advocate for just causes; therefore, we would like to ask you 
to help us support an independent, non-partisan process for 
drawing fairer legislative and congressional maps in our state. 
 

As you probably know, every ten years, after the release of the 
new census data, the state legislature is responsible for redraw-
ing the boundaries of the state legislative and congressional 
districts.  This year, the 2020 census tabulations are expected 
to be released between mid-August and mid-September.   
 

Currently, in Wisconsin, whichever political party controls the 
state legislature redraws the maps and tends to do so in a way that keeps them in power.  This 
is called gerrymandering.  As a result of the way the redistricting was done in 2011, in the first 
election using the new maps, Republicans won 60 out of 99 Assembly seats despite losing the 
aggregate state-wide vote. 
 

To make the process fairer, in the last couple of years a push has been made in the state to  
remove the ability of the legislature to redraw the maps and give that responsibility to an  
Independent, non-partisan group.  It is hoped that this change will lead to candidates with  
less extreme positions, more dialogue and compromise, and elected officials who respond to 
the needs of all their constituents.  
 

Right now, bills have been introduced (State Senate bill SB 389 and Assembly bill AB 395) 
which urge our legislators to support and champion non-partisan redistricting using the model 
Iowa has used since 1980.  When polled nationally, both Democrats and Republicans favor this 
change. 
 

We encourage you to join our committee in writing to your state Senator and Assembly  
member to let them know that you want them to support these pieces of legislation. 
 

You can write your own letter or use one of the easy-to-use email formats or form letters found 
at the websites listed below.  Thank you for letting your wishes be known on this important 
matter. 
 

Below is  a link to a script on the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign site for writing a letter to 
your legislators to support a non-partisan, independent process for drawing maps. 
 

https://www.wisdc.org/reforms/118-redistricting/6392-toolkit-for-banning-gerrymandering-
in-wisconsin#legscript 
 
Below is a link to a League of Women Voters site where you can compose an email. 
 

https://p2a.co/7dwlf3e 
 

https://www.wisdc.org/reforms/118-redistricting/6392-toolkit-for-banning-gerrymandering-in-wisconsin#legscript
https://www.wisdc.org/reforms/118-redistricting/6392-toolkit-for-banning-gerrymandering-in-wisconsin#legscript
https://p2a.co/7dwlf3e
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The Board met in closed session in July to review the purpose and goals of the Accountable Leadership 
model.   
 
Four items of note are:  
 
We are in the midst of several staff transitions.  Pastor Janet officially retired on August 1.  Joelle Karth, 
our Director of Adult Discipleship, will be leaving our church on August 8.  Joelle has accepted a job as 
Director of Faith Formation at her home church, the Wauwatosa Avenue UMC.  Tim Karth (Joelle’s 
husband) will be leaving his part-time role as head of the Sunday morning tech team to direct the 
Praise Team at the Wauwatosa Avenue UMC.  He will continue in his role with our church until Sep-
tember 1.   
 
These departures create a challenge and an opportunity for our church.  ALB, Staff Parish Relations 
Team, and Pastor Matt are in the process of rethinking our staffing requirements in light of our minis-
try priorities and needs.  
 
We are making changes to our church website as well.  As part of our Strategic Plan, we had decided to 
research new design options for the website that would be more appealing and accessible.  We were re-
searching alternative platforms, including Shelby, which provides our current administrative system 
and also offers a variety of church website designs.   This process was accelerated, recently, when the 
administration function of our existing website went down and we learned it cannot be restored with-
out an upgrade to the platform.  Rather than upgrade our existing website, we decided to move forward 
with a new platform and design.  We selected Shelby as our provider and expect the new website to be 
installed and content to be migrated by fall.  The initial platform will be simple and will need to be built 
out over time.  We will also need to develop an ongoing maintenance system where one person from 
each ministry is assigned the responsibility to keep their webpages current.  Anne Eversfield is the gate-
keeper for the website and will help input content.  
 
The church playground is completed.  It looks great and the kids love it.  However, the contractor failed 
to obtain permits from the Village and the Village has informed us that permits were and still are re-
quired.  In one case, a variance from the setback requirement will also be needed.  We filed our permit 
applications and are preparing to request a variance.  
 
Our 2020-21 fiscal year ended on June 30.  The June/end-of-year financials show a surplus for the year 
of $11,133.  We still expect to receive about $25,000 of outstanding pledges, which will bring our sur-
plus for the year up to $36,000.  This surplus will be carried over to the FY 2021-22 budget.  
 
Thus far for our 2021-22 fiscal year, we have received 132 pledges for $480,306.  We expect to receive 
another $276,000 in pledges and will make up any shortfall with the surplus from the 2020-21 fiscal 
year.  
 
Our Capital Account and Future Fund stood at $68,971 and $97,328, respectively, on June 30.   
 
The next ALB meeting will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, August 10, at 6:30 p.m.   
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Our Birthdays for August 

 

 

 

Diane Dettinger 08/02 

Francesca M. Dietz 08/02 

Finley Hill 08/02 

Payton Goudreau 08/04 

Art Covi 08/05 

Maxwell Xavier Kailhofer 08/05 

Linda Laatsch-Lybeck 08/05 

Carol Kuxhause 08/06 

Joseph VandenPlas 08/06 

Dave Paull 08/07 

Carl Fruncek 08/09 

Loretto Steinmetz 08/10 

Michelle Markuson 08/10 

M. E. Jacobson 08/11 

Marilyn Stanley 08/11 

Lara Perry 08/14 

John Potter 08/15 

Kathleen Schluter 08/15 

Linda Korducki 08/15 

Alison Stuebe 08/15 

Dina Bunke 08/15 

Austin Middleton 08/16 

David Sook 08/17 

Katherine Harris 08/18 

Lora Miller 08/18 

Cynthia Graham 08/19 

Emily Stolz 08/20 

Tracy Ebert 08/20 

Eric Milia 08/20 

Lynn Blackburn 08/20 

Kathryn Yunk 08/21 

Jeff Schaetzke 08/22 

Alex Hentzen 08/22 

Gladys Howard 08/22 

Katherine Hermes 08/22 

Jan Pritzl 08/23 

Cole Miller 08/23 

Joan Miller 08/24 

Christopher L Dadaian 08/24 

Sandra Broehm 08/25 

Lori Henley 08/25 

David Russell Haecker 08/26 

Holly Jefferson 08/27 

Barbara D. Curran 08/27 

Timothy Karth 08/28 

Caryn Blegen 08/29 

Julie Whitney 08/29 

Mary Reeves 08/29 

Jayanth (Jay) Suthan 08/30 

Daniel Keith 08/30 

Robin Mosleth 08/31 

Erin Norris 08/31 

Evelyn Edwards 08/31 


