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Spiritual Life Hacks 
 

Sitting on top of a counter in my kitchen is a 
daily calendar. Every morning when Janet and 
I wake up and go downstairs, we tear off yester-
day’s date and reveal the new one. Our calendar 
is a “Life Hacks” calendar. The box the calendar 
came in promised “Tips, tricks, and daily DIY’s 
(‘Do it yourself’) to make your life a little more 
awesome.”  
 
If you have never heard of “life hacks,” Merriam 
Webster defines the noun as: “a usually simple 
and clever tip or technique for accomplishing 
some familiar task more easily and efficiently.” 
For example, my calendar taught me how to 
ripen tomatoes faster. The daily entry taught 
me to place them in a box with a ripe banana. 
The banana will release ethylene gas speeding 
up the process. Who knew? 
 
Researching life hacks I read: “If you did a   
simple search of the word “life hacks” on 
YouTube today, you get over 6.5 million search 
results. That’s over 6.5 million videos         
showcasing everything from “how to wake up 
earlier” to “how to cut cake perfectly with     
dental floss.” And that’s just YouTube.                       
Considering the way this search trend has sky-
rocketed in recent years, one thing is certain: 
we’re obsessed with efficiency and delighted by 
ingenuity. There are life hacks for teachers, life 
hacks for commuters, and life hacks for stay-at-
home moms. But what about life hacks for 
Christians?” 
 

 
I believe that there are spiritual and faith based 
life hacks to help us grow in faith. There are 
simple things that we can do and methods to 
offer practical and achievable tools for                   
integrating spiritual habits into busy,                                 
technology-centric, 21st century living. 
 
Spiritual life hacks differ from the kind of life 
hacks I read each morning. The difference is 
found between addressing problems on the     
surface of one’s life, or, targeting issues at the 
core of one’s being. Between focusing on tech-
nology, efficiency, and productivity or focusing 
on spirituality, humanity, and mystery. But it 
goes beyond that. Ordinary life hacks are often 
quick, simple, one-time actions that make life 
more convenient in the short term because  
they are so clever. Spiritual life hacks typically 
require repetition, the formation or cessation  
of a habit that makes life more meaningful long
-term which helps us become the person God 
has created us to be. 
 
Each week this summer we will be looking at     
a different Spiritual life hack that will help us 
establish new life long habits for our spiritual 
journey. This summer let’s worship more than 
the sun and more on the SON!  
 
  I hope to see you in worship!   
 

    Pastor Matt Hadley 

 
United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay  

819 E. Silver Spring Dr. Whitefish Bay ~ umcwfb.org ~ 414- 964-2424 
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Kitchen Hospitality Help Needed 
 
We all know and  appreciate the wonderful food here at the United 
Methodist Church of WFB!  We are so fortunate to have professionals 
prepare and serve delightful meals and refreshments!  We are blessed to 
have Greg and Eileen sharing their talents in the kitchen with us. 
 

It is time for us to repay their generosity.  They need some help with set 
up, prepwork, serving, and of course, cleaning.  NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
It is an on-call situation and you can help once, twice, or as often as your schedule allows. 
 

If  you would like to volunteer, please let Pat Wisialowski know  
- pwisialowski@umbwfb.org or 414-964-2424, ext. 224.  Thank you! 

Consecration Sunday Brunch - June 5 
 
Join us for Sunday morning worship services at 9 
and 10:30 in the Sanctuary and brunch at 10 and 
11:30 in Fellowship Hall. For our faithful Saturday 
night service attendees, there will be a small reception in 
the Narthex at the conclusion of worship. 
 

If you have not finalized plans to attend, please do so.  
Our goal is to have every member and regular worship  
attendee present. The effectiveness of our church’s mission 
and ministries next year depends on your initiative and 
dedication. Thank you for your support. 

Sunday Worship Hospitably Needed 
 
We are a welcoming community! In the spirit of 
that welcoming, we invite you to volunteer to greet,  
to usher, or to help with coffee! 
 

Please check the calendar in the SignUpGenius  
schedule, and see where you can make Sunday a  
joyful, welcoming experience! Thank you!   

Taizé Prayer Worship is Here for the Summer  
 June 3, July 1, and August 5. 
 
Experience this meditative service that is sure to start your month 
on a calming note. 

mailto:pwisialowski@umbwfb.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e48abab2eabff2-sunday
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Judge Derek Mosley Talk on "Unconscious Bias" 
Wednesday, June 15, 6:30 p.m. 
 
We all have unconscious bias.  We are not responsible for our unconscious bias but we are are 
responsible with how we act once we recognize it.  Learn about how unconscious bias is formed 
and how it affects our lives.  Judge Derek Mosley is an excellent speaker with an engaging ac-
cessible message for us all.  You can attend his presentation in our Sanctuary or livestream it.   
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SAVE THE DATE 
SEPTEMBER 29 - OCTOBER 1 

 
Feed My Starving Children Meal Packing Event 

 
Led by UMCWFB 

 
Giving Children Hope! 

    

Thank You to All Who Donated Books 
 for Marvin Pratt 
 

Another Opportunity: Books for Keefe School 
 
247 books were delivered in May and sorted by classroom for 
the students' summer reading, Grades K-5 thru 5th grade.  
Loretto Steinmetz was able to go in person to each classroom 
and meet all the new teachers. They were most appreciative. 
Thank you again for your generosity to the children.  
 

We also hope to continue our relationship with Keefe School next year which Neil Bubke has 
built up through their participation in the children’s musical. The principal would also love to 
have tutors next year, so keep that in mind come September. To aid in their summer  
reading, please drop off any new or gently used children's books for K-5 or 3rd, 
4th, or 5th grades for Keefe School by Wednesday, June 7.  Leave donations in labeled 
box in the Narthex.  Contact Loretto Steinmetz with any questions at 414-550-2957. 

Meal Program Needs 
 
The last 2 years of the Covid pandemic affected our meal programs by causing the 6 agencies 
we support to either shut down completely or to accept our food but not allow us to provide 
servers.  However, with Covid subsiding the past few months, all 6 have opened up again or 
plan on opening up in the next month.  This is great news but it has presented a challenge for 
us to get the volunteers we need to sustain our commitments. In particular, we are asking if you 
could give your time for the following 3 programs: 
 
1. We need a cook to help in our church kitchen from 9-11 a.m. on the 3rd Friday of each 

month for the MacCanon Brown meal. 

2. We need a couple servers to help out at the Guest House from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd 
Thursday of the even months of the year (Feb., April, June, August, Oct., Dec.) 

3. We need about 4 servers for the St. Vincent’s meal from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd Friday 
of each month. 

 

If you are interested in helping out on any of these meal programs and need more details, 
please email John Wierschem at jjwiers@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:jjwiers@sbcglobal.net
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 United Methodist Children’s Services of Wisconsin 
is transforming their traditional food pantry into 
a grocery store shopping experience.  
 
To do this, they need to purchase and install shelving, 
fresh food display units, refrigerators, and freezers. 
This will provide families more choice and dignity in  
getting their food. 
 
The Mission Team is designating money coming in for  
mission of the month - UMCS to help with the cost to  
transform their facility. Thank you for your support. 

Help End Hunger! 
 
Chronic hunger and food insecurity is a worldwide  
problem which has markedly increased during the  
pandemic and in parts of the world experiencing war.   
It is estimated that 800 million people on our planet  
including 40 million Americans struggle to find adequate nutritious food every day. 
 
The Church and Society team at our church has once again partnered with Bread for the World 
to help address this urgent need.  Bread for the World is a Christian organization that advo-
cates to end hunger and poverty at home and abroad by urging our nation’s leaders to direct 
money and resources to where it is needed the most.   
 
In June we will join a nationwide campaign to have church members contact their members of 
Congress to support: 
 
   *Expanding free school meals to additional children and making the Child  
    Tax Credit permanent 
 

   *Passage of the Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act and  
    increasing global nutrition funding. 
 
On Sundays of June 5 and June 12 after the 9 and 10:30 a.m. services, we will have 
available the materials you will need to write your representatives.  This will include a sample 
letter, preaddressed envelopes, and even stamps if you need them.  You can take everything 
home and complete and send your letters in the following week. 
 
For those of you who aren’t back to in-person worship or will be away, we encourage you to go 
to bread.org/ol.  Click on the menu in the right corner for links to find your representatives and 
a sample letter you can send or email. Please help those who so desperately need help. 

bread.org/ol
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Next Habitat Volunteer Date: Saturday, June 25:  8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
The day will be spent drywalling at 3470 N. 2nd St.   
Please let Don Lybeck (mdonlybeck@sbcglobal.net)  
know you will be there, and register if you can. 
 
Then plan to volunteer on Saturday, July 23. 
Remember, Habitat is a mission of the Men’s Ministry 
where we invite men and women.  
 

 
 
Men’s Ministry Breakfast with Habitat and 
Caribbean Sailing 
 
In May, we had our final breakfast.  Kristi Sebald - 
Faith Coordinator for Habitat- joined us with a  
message that included the large number of churches 
that provide volunteers to Habitat and how 
Habitat mission goes beyond construction to 
provide safe and livable neighborhoods. 
 
Then Captains John Krezoski, Tom Groble,  
and Bob Batchelder took us on a Caribbean 
Catamaran Cruise among the Virgin Islands.  
That sets us up for the summer!  
Watch for more Men’s Ministry get-togethers.  

Sandra Broehm and Neil Bubke are 
continuing with the UMCWFB Pickleball Club 
they started last summer! 
 
Our group will play on Wednesdays from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
at Klode Park. Anyone between age 12 and 112 is welcome 
to participate. No equipment or experience required.  
If you’re interested in playing, 
contact nbubke@umcwfb.org for more details.  
 

 Groups 

mailto:mdonlybeck@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nbubke@umcwfb.org
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May Tea, a delicious success  
 
There was lots of fun and fellowship when United Women in 
Faith members and guests gathered on Tuesday, May 10, for 
the UMW May Tea, "Petals and Praise." 
 
Tables featured two-tiered trays, crafted by Nancy Batchel-
der and Rena Szewczuga. (Nancy’s and Rena’s artistry also 
was behind the lovely tea bag favors that included uplifting 
scripture verses.)  
 
One tier of the trays had 

a course of dainty tea breads, scones and mini muffins as 
well as black currant and Door County cherry jams. The 
other tier showcased lemon bars, meringues, raspberry 
bars, cookies, petit fours and toffee pecan bars. Members of 
Judith Circle baked these lovely and luscious goodies. 

 
A buffet of tea sandwiches delighted 
with choices of curried salmon; chicken salad with mandarin oranges;    
egg salad; and cream cheese, craisins and pecans on cinnamon bread.   
Gluten-free options included cucumber bites with “Almost Boursin” 
cheese and gluten-free cookies. Each table had two pots of tea –  one    
with Earl Grey tea and the other with jasmine herbal tea. (Beth Stafford 
led the “roundup” of teapots contributed by those attending the tea.) 
 
Kudos to Greg Swanberg and his culinary 
team for tea sandwiches and fruit kabobs  
that had guests going back for seconds and to 

Nancy Batchelder who set the menu and provided recipes. 
 
For the “Praise” aspect of the program, Rena read Malachi 3:10, 
“May the windows of heaven open and pour out a blessing on 
you,” and Song of Songs 2:12, “Flowers appear on the earth, the 
time  of singing has come.”  

 
The hands-on part of the program brought 
those at each table together to assemble a 
spring centerpiece, demonstrated by florist 
Bruce Kress, who was recommended by 
Nancy O’Toole.   
 
Service pins were awarded to Rena Szewczuga, Beth Stafford, and 
Sally Jipson. The new co-presidents of the United Women board, Beth 
MacNeil and Cassi Carey, were recognized.  
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United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith 
  
United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith! The move is part of a refreshing of  
the organization that includes a new logo and an array of new and improved programs to       
nurture current members and welcome new women to join and to put their love in action on 
behalf of women, children, and youth. 
 
The changes are designed to address the different needs and life stages of current members and 
new women and to expand options for membership and engagement. The new name also aims 
to welcome current members whose local churches may choose to disaffiliate from The United 
Methodist Church as well as women of other faith traditions who want to join. 
 
United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual 
formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,   
influence, and impact local and global communities. 
 
Board distributes funds to missions 
 
United Methodist Women (now United Women in Faith) Board members met in May to          
disburse funds to a number of missions as follows: 
 
$500 – Afghan Co-Sponsor Team of UMCWFB 
 
$1,800 – ASP Youth Mission Trip 
 
$700 – Camp Lucerne 
 
$500 – Faithworks 
 
$1,250 – Feed My Starving Children 
 
$600 – Mission Team Covid Food Pantries 
 
$700 – Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity 
 
$1,500 – MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary 
 
$1,500 – UMCWFB Meal Programs 
 
$500 – Field Trip for UMCWFB and Keefe Avenue School Students 
 
$1,500 – Northcott Neighborhood House 
 
$1,000 – United Methodist Children’s Services 
                  
          Continued on next page 
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$12,050 Total Additionally, our UMW Unit donated $5,000 this year through Pledge to Mission 
of the Southeast District UMW to be used for local, national, and international missions, partic-
ularly those focused on helping women and children. 
 
All of this was possible through the immense and faithful generosity of individual UMW mem-
bers and through two fundraisers – Holiday Fair and Souper Bowl.  We are thankful to all who 
supported UMW Missions throughout the 2021-22 year. 
 
 
Readers, start your 2022-23 engines! 
 
The Reading Circle members have voted for the 2022-23 book selections. 
(See below.) Save this list to begin your summer reading! The final meeting 
of the current session will be in-person on Tuesday, June 7, at 7 p.m., 
in the Walnut Room. The book is “The Vanishing Half.” 
  
 
 
 
Sept. 6  The 1619 Project: New Origin Story by Nikole Hannah Jones, nonfiction 
 
Oct. 4  Leonard and Hungry Paul by Ronan Hession, fiction 
 
Nov. 1  An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz, nonfiction 
 
Dec. 6  Social gathering, no book 
 
Jan. 3  Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles, fiction 
 
Feb. 7  Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer by Tracy Kidder, nonfiction 
 
Mar. 7  The Last Bookshop in London by Madeline Martin, fiction 
 
Apr.  4  Rocket Boys by Homer H. Hickman, memoir 
 
May 2  Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray, historical fiction 
 
June 6  Save Me the Plums by Ruth Reichel, nonfiction 
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New Members Welcomed 
 
We are thrilled to welcome 14 members into our congregation! Some may even be familiar faces 
to you since they were members previously. Others you might recognize from singing in the 
choir or working in Lydia's Treasure. They will be wearing their name tags (wouldn't it be  
hospitable if we all did as well?) so please greet them when you see them and give them a  
warm UMCWFB welcome. 
 

Matt and Jenny Fisher,   
Addy, Olivia, Madeline - Whitefish Bay 
Chris and Nicole Kitchen - Shorewood 
Pam LaPorte - Shorewood 
Sarah Laszewski - Mequon 
Nancy Lizdas - Shorewood 
Barbara Margenau - Shorewood 
Dane and Tracy Miller, Teagan - Whitefish Bay 
Dave and Kristal Melbye, 
Kate, Anna, Ally, Luke - Fox Point 
Pat Wisialowski - Whitefish Bay 

Lydia’s Treasure  
 
Lydia’s Treasure is chocked full of fun new finds!  And thoughtful greeting cards.  And gently 
read books, puzzles and games.  And fair trade.  Pop in on Sunday mornings or during one of 
the June concerts/events and discover just what you never knew you were looking for.  Every 
purchase, every day, supports mission in at least one way!  Help us finish the fiscal year strong 
so that our three missions; Above the Clouds, Starfish Foundation and Peace Learning Center, 
as well as our tithe to UMCWFB, will benefit in big $$$ ways.  Need a shopping spree?  Con-
tact Lydia at mpaull@wi.rr.com for a off-hours time in our little mission gift shop.  We wel-
come your donations of gently used items and “boutique” shopping and gift bags in all sizes.  

 
BUTTONS!  All colors and sizes are needed for a mission project or two. 
Contact Mary Paull mpaull@wi.rr.com or leave them at Lydia’s Treasure. 
Thank you!  
 

 
WOW – Women Offering Worship 
 

WOW continues Thursday mornings this summer at 10 a.m. with 
the book Love Heals by Becca Stevens.  In person and via Zoom – we 
welcome you to enjoy this engaging book by the founder of Thistle Farms. 
Their manufacture and sales of balms, lotions, and candles, help blaze a 
path for physical, mental, and economic freedom for women survivors. 
Contact Nell for the Zoom link at nnash@umcwfb.org, or join the ongoing 
study group in the Wesley Room. 

mailto:mpaull@wi.rr.com
mailto:mpaull@wi.rr.com
mailto:nnash@umcwfb.org
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Check out our latest family ministry events! 

 
 
High School Senior Recognition | June 19 
 
Once again, we will honor our high school seniors during a 
special recognition service and with CAKE on Sunday, 
June 19. Please respond to the Senior Survey ASAP!! 

 
 

Lake Lucerne Camp | Kids Ages 7-11 | June 19-22 
 
We want to kick off the summer with our children’s camp at Lake 
Lucerne. Kids will have the opportunity to learn about our creator 
while surrounded by creation. This camp is designed especially for 
us and is an amazing way for our congregation to love and lead our 
kids through story, worship, and recreation. We are looking for   
volunteers to make this a great experience and welcome camp     
veterans and newbies alike! REGISTER BY FRIDAY, JUNE 3! 

 
Youth Quest Camp | Grade 6-12 | June 26-July 1 

 
Quest is a remarkable, ridiculously fun, re-
imagined way for youth groups and youth leaders 
to experience God, encounter Christ, grow closer as 
a group, and refocus! This program is designed to 
equip and train youth and their adult leaders for 
ministry in their church and community. This camp 
is designed for kids middle and high school youth 
and is located at Green Lake Conference Center. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGmcEV2v0vjt0RX2ub2OhGErFLu6oi7XAvOskwRWkaH9I-4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Appalachia Service Project | High School | 
July 16-24 

 
We’re back - ASP 2022! Save the date! We now know that our 
next adventure with Appalachia Service Project will be from 
July 16-24, 2022, so mark your calendars. ASP is open to all 
current 8th graders through current high school seniors. 
There is still time to donate to this worthy ministry!  
Check www.bay-youth.com for more! 
 

 
 

Vacation Bible School | PreK - 4th Grade | August 1-5 
 
Growing spiritually doesn’t have to be an unsolved mystery! 
Take a journey with kid detectives as they dig into a few of  
Jesus’ parables to solve the mysteries of how to grow their 
faith, how to care for, serve, and love others. They’ll discover 
that the answers have been there all along: spend time with 
God, spend time with others, use your gifts, and share your 
story. This will be a four-day VBS, Monday through Thursday 
9 - 11:30 a.m., with a family celebration on Friday evening at 
6 p.m.! Cost is $20, but space is limited so register today. 
 

 
Questions? Contact Pastor Andrew: 
ajones@umcwfb.org | 314-691-7378 

Register and learn more at 
www.bay-family.com  

 

 

The UMCWFB Children’s Choir                                 

ended the season with a field trip to                     

Discovery World Museum on                                              

Saturday, May 21.  Many thanks to                      

the United Methodist Women for                                

generously supporting this event.   

http://www.bay-youth.com
mailto:ajones@umcwfb.org
http://www.bay-family.com
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During the last two months, we have celebrated the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection and gift of 
salvation during Lent and Easter and heard the call to rededicate ourselves to God during our 
stewardship drive.  At the same time, we have felt new life in our church as more people        
worship in person, and we welcomed new members into our faith community.  It is our hope 
that these experiences have deepened our faith and strengthened our church.  
 
What’s New?  
The summer sermon series will be Faith Hacks - how to be more faithful.  
 

Judge Derek Mosley will speak at our church on unconscious bias on Wednesday, June 15 at 
6:30 p.m.  This event is sponsored by ten other churches and community groups.  
 

The Annual Conference will be held on June 10-13 in Green Bay and will offer a virtual option. 
A challenge for the Conference is the shortage of clergy resulting in fewer 2 pastor churches and 
single charges and more foreign pastors.  
 

The Church took in 5 Confirmands and 15 new members in May, including three families.  
 

Attendance at the 9 am service continues to lag but is increasing at the 10:30 am service.  About 
20 attend the Saturday service.  Like most other churches, we are looking for ways to re-engage 
members and find volunteers.  
 
Staff Parish Relations 
We are still looking for someone to fill the 20 hour/week Director of Membership and  
Engagement and 10 hour/week Director of Media Outreach positions.   
 
Technology Report  
    Shelby Project - Suzie Webster, Christie Wrenn, Nancy Schacht and Nell Nash (hereafter  
to be known as “the Shelby Girls”) have begun a project to redevelop expertise in the Shelby 
membership software, to update member information, and to create a handbook of procedures. 
They have discovered that member information is incorrect in many cases and the expertise 
and knowledge base in the church is gone.  They hope to rebuild that knowledge base through 
Shelby’s online resources, webinars and help line.  Pat Wisialowski, our Director of Hospitality, 
will also be included in the training. 
 

     Website - Another piece of the Shelby software relates to the website which still needs to be 
completed.  Anne is the point on the website.  One improvement will be integrating the Google 
and web calendars.  
 

    Library Software - we need help in the Library!  Our volunteer librarian passed away and 
no one has been maintaining the Library.  The  cataloguing software was also not renewed.  
New books are piling up that have not been catalogued or shelved.  If you like library work, 
please call Nell Nash.  We need you!  
 

    North Shore School for Seniors - Roger and Beth Stafford and Dick and Loretto 
Steinmetz are the new lay leaders of NSSS.  They are setting up an on-line registration system 
and, with the help of Pat Wisialowski, are offering an interesting array of classes and seminars.  
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Trustees  
Narthex Renovation 
At the board meeting, Craig Walker, chair of Trustees, reviewed the goals of the  
Narthex Renovation Team:  
 

1. Welcoming environment with clear information and living ambiance for first time visitors 

2. Improved traffic flow with clear path to the Sanctuary 

3. Comfortable, intimate niches for personal connection and fellowship 

4. Strong indicators of legacy, mission, and vision of the congregation 

5. Clean, orderly, up-to-date, and professional spaces 
 

Craig said the Narthex Team had hired an architect who produced a basic plan of new carpet-
ing, lighting, signage, and painting and two higher-end plans with more amenities. The team 
has  focused on the high-end proposal but no plan has been agreed upon. Some in the congre-
gation have already expressed their views about elements of the proposal to Trustee and ALB 
members. Given the level of interest, the Narthex Renovation Team will hold listening sessions 
for the general congregation and with some groups in the church on their ideas for the renova-
tion before moving forward. The renovations will not be paid for from the operating budget or 
by a loan but from the Capital Fund and a capital campaign. If the congregation does not sup-
port the renovation through the capital campaign, it will not go forward.  
 
Other Projects  
We have received approval from the Village to replace the outdated sign on the NW corner of 
the lot with a modern sign.  
The South outside wall of the church is leaking and must be tuck pointed.  
The carpet for the Youth Room has been ordered. 
Several projects are being planned for 816 E. Glen.  
 
Finances  
FY 2021-2022 Budget  
We had a strong April with $70,724 in pledge and $7,240 in non-pledge income and lower than 
expected expenses.  This increased our surplus to $18,980.  We are cautiously optimistic that 
we will end the fiscal year in the black.  
 
Capital Account, Future Fund, and Properties Capital Fund  
The Capital Account was $67,151 after paying Russ LaFrombois $375 and receiving interest in-
come from the Foundation of $150.  The Future Fund remained the same at $97,435 and Prop-
erties Capital Fund at $213,507.   
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Designated Gifts  
The board discussed a request by a church member to designate a donation to the church as a 
bonus for an individual staff member.  Pastor Matt noted that members can make direct gifts 
to staff at any time and some staff receive checks at Christmas.  However, these gifts are not 
made through the church.  Donating through the church would make the gift tax deducti-
ble.  Due to concerns about equity to the staff, risk of designations affecting pledges to the op-
erating budget, and the accounting and tax implications for the church, the board decided that 
the designation of donations to the church as bonuses for individual staff members will not be 
permitted or honored by the church.  Such gifts can be made but should be made directly to the 
staff member.  
 
2019-2021 Audit  
We received a clean audit from Mike Rupp for the period July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2021.  
The audit report included three recommendations: 
 

1. Financial policies and procedures be reviewed and documented. 

2. Tree of Life and Lydia’s Treasure be incorporated into the Shelby accounting system.  

3. Salary letters will be provided to staff for the 2022-23 fiscal year.      
      

A committee will be formed to review and update our financial procedures, and Pam will  
address the last two recommendations.   
 
Pledge Drive  
The pledge drive is in progress and will culminate with a celebration brunch on June 5 (which 
is also Pentecost). Pastor Matt sent a letter to the congregation with the invitation to the cele-
bration brunch and the estimate of giving card. An on-line giving form will also be available.  
 
Charge Conference 
The Annual Charge Conference took place on Monday, May 16 and was led by District Superin-
tendent Rev. Forrest Wells.  The election of new ALB members and extension of Kathy 
Schluter’s term as president were ratified.    
 

Rev. Wells discussed the expected split of the Methodist denomination. The General Confer-
ence was unable to resolve the dispute regarding the Discipline’s prohibition against LBGTQ 
pastors and same-sex marriage in 2018 and has postponed further discussion until 2024 due to 
COVID.  In the meantime, a conservative Methodist denomination called the Global Methodist 
Church was formed on May 1 for churches wishing to continue the current policy.  Rev. Wells 
noted that abortion is another issue that is problematic for some churches and will need to be 
addressed.  
 
BSA Troop 400 Update  
The Conference is waiting for a response from the Boy Scouts to offered modifications to the 
Facility Use Agreement.    
 
The next meeting of the ALB will be on Tuesday, June 21, at 6:30 p.m.   
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Our Birthdays for June 

 

 
Michael Stolz 06/01 

Marilyn Stuckey 06/01 

Fred Vaughan 06/01 

Grady Daniel Montague 06/02 

Ann Homstad 06/03 

Kristine Bayer 06/03 

Eric Bunke 06/04 

Addison G. Kremer 06/05 

Nishanth (Juju) Suthan 06/05 

Sheila Schaetzke 06/06 

Cooper Gundrum 06/06 

Brooks Henderson 06/07 

Nicholas Felland 06/08 

Matt Annin 06/08 

Russell Case 06/09 

Alex Chou 06/09 

Debbie Siebert 06/09 

Graham C. Dadaian 06/12 

Hugo Alexander Hawkins 06/12 

Cassi Carey 06/13 

Elizabeth Carey 06/14 

Kelly Huber 06/14 

Theresa L. Scheu 06/14 

Reagan Freewalt 06/14 
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