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United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay  

819 E. Silver Spring Dr. Whitefish Bay ~ umcwfb.org ~ 414- 964-2424 

 

July 2021: Free At Last! 
 
The favorite holiday of many in our country 
is the Fourth of July. The weather is condu-
cive to outdoor celebrations, something that 
here in Wisconsin isn’t true of Christmas 
and, many times, Easter. For most people, 
there are no family obligations, and so we 
gather with the people we choose to be with. 
We grill out during the day and watch fire-
works fill the dark sky at night. But what is it 
that we are celebrating? Friends? Food?  
Fireworks? A day off from work? Those are 
all wonderful, but we are celebrating our    
independence, our freedom! By definition, 
independence means not being under the 
control of an outside force; it means freedom.  
 
July 2021 finds us free from the outside force 
of strict restrictions of a pandemic. Yes, we 
as a world still need to be diligent, but those 
things that we have lost are coming back.  
We are now free to go to movie theaters, 
restaurants, sporting events, and live, in-
person worship! A week ago, I was at the     
funeral service for my step-father. The chapel 
was packed and people were singing the clas-
sic, old hymns with full voice. It was wonder-
ful. I had forgotten just how powerful a large 
gathering of people in song really is, just how 
much it adds to a worship experience! 
 
Starting this month, we are back to being  
fully open without any restrictions (although  

 
unvaccinated persons, and those most vul-
nerable are still encouraged to wear masks). 
Once again, we can fill our Sanctuary with 
the beautiful sound of congregational singing! 
All of our doors will be open and our groups 
can gather together in person. I hope your 
Fourth of July celebrations will be blessed, 
but please note that due to the Whitefish Bay 
parade that starts at 11:30 a.m. on July 4th, 
we will have a single service at 9:00 a.m. 
 
On a separate note, three of our staff who 
have faithfully served in our midst will be 
ending their employment with UMCWFB to 
fully embrace their retirement. Lori Ebbott, 
who has worked with our children on Sun-
days and downstairs with the Carpenter’s 
Shop, Pastor Janet Hartzell, who has minis-
tered in a variety of ways, and Steve Lirely, 
who has worked with our youth and mission 
team, have all made it known that they need 
to spend more time with family and loved 
ones and embrace a new chapter in their 
lives. It is with both a great sense of loss for 
us, and great excitement for them, that we 
send them off with our love and prayers. If 
you wish to make a love offering, you may do 
so through the church by making a notation 
on your offerings in the Sanctuary or by mail. 
 
Hope to see you in worship soon, 
 

Pastor Matt 
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 From Pastor Janet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JULY 2021 NEWSLETTER – From Janet 
 

Dear Friends: 
 
By now you may have heard some news about me that I didn’t expect to be sharing so soon:   
I have resigned my position on the church staff effective August 2, 2021. When I accepted the 
job last fall, I had recently retired from full-time ministry. That retirement came a bit sooner 
than I’d anticipated because of the pandemic, and it seemed a good and natural thing to seek a 
position where I could continue my ministry part-time. When I had the chance to return to my 
beloved home church, of course I accepted it! I had no idea what lay ahead, however, and how 
events in my personal life would soon change my priorities. 
 

In the study I am currently leading at church, called Living Fully, Dying Well, Bishop Reuben 
Job writes, “Time with those we love, time in worship or study and reflection, attention to our 
avocation, or things left undone suddenly become more important as the awareness builds 
that life in this world is limited.”  
 
Of course I’ve always known that truth in my mind, but the stress of the pandemic year and 
especially the recent deaths of my younger cousins made this truth much more real to me in 
my heart (if heart/mind can be separated). After much prayer and discussion with my family,  
I was led to change the direction of my path into the future. 
 
Words cannot express how grateful I am to the congregation for welcoming me back and for 
the affirmations I have received during my times on staff (back in 1978-79 as a student intern, 
again in 2005, when I was appointed Associate Pastor, and this time, when Pastor Matt hired 
me). You all are very special to me and will remain so forever. It has been a privilege to serve 
among you. 
 
As of now, I intend to remain a member of UMCWFB and to honor my pledge for the new 
fiscal year. I also will see the Living Fully, Dying Well study through to its conclusion, and will 
coordinate details of an appearance at church on November 6 by former Gov. Martin Schreiber 
to discuss his book My Two Elaines. The very engaging, poignant, and helpful book is about 
how his life journey changed when his wife Elaine was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. I 
expect that I will be worshiping virtually for a while, to avoid having to answer questions over 
and over again when I see people at church about why I left the staff. My future in the denomi-
nation in the years to come will largely depend on what happens when the split occurs.  
 
I wish you all the best and will hold you in my prayers, especially as post-pandemic plans for 
the future of the congregation unfold. I know many great ideas already are in the works. You 
will not want to miss reconnecting with this congregation in-person! 
 
Much love, 
 

Pastor Janet 
 
PS – I will be officiating my “last” Communion on July 4 and preaching my “last” sermon on 
August 1. I hope to see you in worship those days, if not others! 
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 Faith & Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY WORSHIP 
Sundays at 9 and 10:30 a.m. except as noted 
 

July 4 – ONE SERVICE ONLY – 9:00 a.m. 
Pastor Matt’s sermon: “Power Made Perfect in Weakness” – Mark 6:1-13 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be offered. No curbside Communion following 
worship this month. Due to parking issues with the Whitefish Bay Fourth of July parade that 
day, we invite everyone to come together to worship before starting other festivities of the day. 
Bring a friend! 
  

July 11 – “You Can’t Behead the Truth” – Mark 6:14-29 
July 18 – “Compassion and Care” – Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
July 25 – “Table for 5,000” – John 6:1-21 
 

        
It’s not too late to join the study …  
 

Session # 2 is Thursday, July 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel 
      Led by Pastor Janet  
 

Please read chapters 4, 5, and 6, if you have a book (optional). 
Books are available from Amazon. Videos are part of each session. 
Additional information on how to write an obituary will be included. 
 

The third and final session is Thursday, August 26. 
 

This uplifting study is appropriate for adults of all ages. Please email Pastor 
Janet at jhartzell@umcwfb.org if you haven’t previously signed up, so that 
enough handouts are prepared.   

   
   MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 
   Saturday, November 6 
 Breakfast Presentation by Gov. Martin Schreiber 
  author of My Two Elaines 
 

 
Help Plan Older Adult Ministries: 
 

At a June meeting, some exciting plans began to unfold for restarting senior ministries this 
fall.  Two more planning meetings are planned for July, and input from any interested 
persons is welcome! 
 

Wed. July 7 – 2 p.m.: Discussion of North Shore School for Seniors, 
coming back in abbreviated form in the fall 
 

Wed. July 14 – 2 p.m.: Discussion of other ideas, including a new schedule of Tuesday  
programming especially for seniors 
 

Please let Pastor Janet know if you are want to attend one or both of these meetings.   
Attendance won’t commit you to long-term involvement unless you choose to stay involved!  
At this point, we’re trying to “get the ball rolling” so any and all help is appreciated.  
Call 964-2424 Ext. 224 to leave a message or email jhartzell@umcwfb.org. 

Sermon titles and scriptures 

subject to change. 

mailto:jhartzell@umcwfb.org
mailto:jhartzell@umcwfb.org
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 Taizé Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Taizé Worship Update 
 

Taizé worship will be offered again on 

Friday, July 9, 7:00 p.m. 

This will be in person and livestreamed. 

There will be no Taizé worship 

in the month of August. 
 

We will resume our monthly First Friday schedule in October. 

  

For more information about Taizé in general, please see: https://www.taize.fr/en. 

For more information about Taizé at UMCWFB, contact Sue Stanley at sstanley@umcwfb.org. 

 Volunteers 
Worship Hospitality Team Volunteers 

NEEDED! 
 

With the relaxation of Covid-19 protocols, the focus of the 
Hospitality Team is shifting back to providing Radical Hospitali-
ty and less on carrying out the protocols. This shift means we 
will go back to having Greeters open doors for all who enter and 

Ushers will welcome worshipers and hand out worship materials. We will continue to sanitize 
between the 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. worship services and after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  
Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance and exit for those who wish to use it.  
 
Hospitality volunteers come in contact with almost every person who comes to worship, includ-
ing those who can’t be vaccinated (e.g., kids under 12) or who are not vaccinated. For the safety 
of all, we will continue to wear masks while serving; however, you may remove it when not 
serving, if you prefer. 
 
This team needs your help! Please consider serving our church family at least once per month 
in one of these very important roles. This is a ministry that lends itself easily to people of all  
ages, as individuals, families, or small groups. As you know, many hands make the work light 
for all involved.  
 
Use this link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E48ABAB2EABFF2-sunday to sign up. 
Contact Joelle with any questions, jkarth@umcwfb.org.  
 
Thank you for prayerfully considering volunteering! 

https://www.taize.fr/en
mailto:sstanley@umcwfb.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E48ABAB2EABFF2-sunday
mailto:jkarth@umcwfb.org
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UMW Supports Church Missions During Challenging Year 
 

United Methodist Women board members of UMCWFB met in June to disburse funds to a 
number of missions as follows: 
 

Faithworks $ 250 
Feed My Starving Children $650 
Habitat for Humanity $600 
MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary $500 
Meal Programs (UMCWFB) $900 
Northcott Neighborhood House $500 
United Methodist Children’s Services $600 
 

Total =  $4,000 
 

Additionally, this church’s UMW donated $5,500 this year through Pledge to Mission of the 
Southeast District UMW, to be used for local, national, and international missions, particularly 
those focused on helping women and children. 
 

All of this was possible through the immense and faithful generosity of individual UMW mem-
bers.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, UMW was unable to hold the group’s usual fundraisers. 
Women stepped up and ensured that our mission giving continued. 
 

Kudos to Loretto Steinmetz and Linda Laatsch-Lybeck, UMW co-treasurers, for their above-
and-beyond efforts. These two ladies put together a budget that funnels every possible penny 
to missions while reserving money to pay bills. All of this was accomplished in a fiscal 
year challenged by COVID-19 and cancelled fundraisers. 
 

 
Summer film and discussion series offered by national UMW  
 

The United Methodist Women’s Office of Racial Justice presents 
a Summer Matinee Movie Series Tuesdays at 3 p.m. (Central Time). 
Join UMW friends for a matinee movie and discussion series this summer. 
 

There is no cost to participate. The sessions will include a brief introduction, viewing the movie 
together, breakout groups to discuss the film and wrap-up reflections. Movie/episode lengths 
vary but are usually about 1 hour. Depending on the film length, we will be together 1.5-2 
hours. These sessions will not be recorded. No prior knowledge is required. All are welcome. 
 

Stop in for just one or join them all. A separate pre-registration is required for each film 
and capacity is limited. Registrations are approved on a first-come, first-served basis.  
Register at the link below:  
 

http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=6105.0&dlv_id=9707 
 
The list of films follows. 
 

• June 22: Breaking Ground - Episode 1 of Asian Americans 
• June 29: True Justice: Bryan Stevenson's Fight for Equality 
• July 6: Dawnland 
• July 13: Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 
• July 20: The House We Live In - Episode 3 of Race: The Power of an Illusion 

http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=6105.0&dlv_id=9707
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Hey Friends, 
 
Summer is here! Sunday School is back in person for elementary kids at 1o:30 a.m., and youth 
will have our Milwaukee Service Project in a couple of weeks. Vacation Bible School will begin at 
the beginning of August with limited numbers, with many activities outdoors and socially dis-
tanced. A taste of camp at Lake Lucerne is coming at the end of the summer and then Fall will be 
upon us! In order to revive our Fall ministries, we are looking for volunteers to help on a regular 
basis. Whether you can help once a week or once in a while, we need people from all generations 
to invest in our youth and children! Check out the details below!! 
 
 
Milwaukee Service Project 
 
We have been working on the details for our summer 2021 Youth Mission Project called               
Milwaukee Service Project. This will be a fun and meaningful experience for all involved. 
 
We will be providing service to a variety of mission groups in the Milwaukee area as well as 
fundraising for the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) organization. It’s been a tough time for ASP, 
and we’re hoping to support this mission that means so much to the youth of UMCWFB. 
 
We will kick off MSP on Sunday, July 18, 2021. Monday through Thursday we will serve at a 
different location each day. A schedule of activities is found below! You will have an opportunity 
to sign up for the day(s) you’re available to serve. On Friday, we will hold a fundraising event for 
the ASP organization which will include a brat fry and talent show. 

 
This is open to Middle School and High School youth 
and adults who want to assist with the youth. The cost 
for this experience is $30 for a t-shirt, activities, sup-
plies, and supporting the local ministries! Sign up below 
by June 30! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See the following page for the MSP Schedule for the Week. 
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For questions, contact Pastor Andrew or Lori Aeschbacher. 

Sign Up Here for MSP! 

 

Day/Time Site Activity 

Sunday July 18 

6:30 - 8 p.m 

 

816 E. Glen Ave. This kick-off will help connect our serving work to the         

Appalachia Service Project. We will also build trust and team-

work skills! 

Monday, July 19 

9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

UMC             

Whitefish Bay 

On our first day, we will learn more about our local mission       

partners. To serve them better, we will build and paint a      

mission drop-off box for the church. Following lunch,            

we will learn more about the needs of Appalachia and our  

local community. 

 

Tuesday, July 20 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

RiverKeepers of 

Milwaukee 

So often, we take God’s creation for granted. This is a nature 

clean-up to care for the environment near a local waterway. 

Following our lunch, we will enjoy a fun float activity on the 

water! 

 

Wednesday, July 21 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 

MacCanon 

Brown 

MacCanon Brown is a daytime sanctuary and resource center 

for homeless individuals. Our projects include neighborhood 

and facility clean-up, donation sorting, and work in their     

garden. After lunch, we will participate in a fashion show! 

Thursday, July 22 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Guest House of 

Milwaukee 

Guest House is a men’s homeless shelter. We will prepare a 

cookout-style lunch for Guest House residents and serve them 

outside. Then we will help in their garden as we learn about 

the community around the shelter. After serving, we will    

enjoy some local custard! 

Friday, July 23 

3 – 9 p.m. 

UMC          

Whitefish Bay 

This is our opportunity to support the people of Appalachia 

from Milwaukee. We will hold a community brat fry and     

talent show to benefit the ministry of the Appalachia Service 

Project! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxotRGH17NqNmDfXBpHd5Bcd8xI3actA9JT0YhD3RObAtPSk8vU09P-rKJNb7QjuWbMzkbtAHMt4m6J8RqXRPRzNtfI_ZPo8zUryDoWA6_8D_Ldo6TsqEfdxK81P7PJfDIla7mlgo1IzNLH1dJwGn_OXFLIrajEZ&c=9jFL5ssmt77W1EHw3fiy6mfAblee3A6H_pHdT7h7DtvV9u-HSwFvZQ==&ch=kW2DP
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Children and Families 
 
This summer will be an exciting time for our kids as well! 

⬩Sunday school will be offered at 10:30 a.m. only from                       
 June-August. 

⬩Our Story and Craft in Klode Park are at 2 p.m.                                            
 on July 14 & August 18!  

⬩Our Zoo Day with Mr. Neil and Pastor Andrew will be July 17. 

⬩VBS kick-off is on August 8. 
 

 
Vacation Bible School 
 
In addition, summer will bring Vacation Bible School, August 9-12.  
This will be a four-day VBS, Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. -11:30 a.m., 
with a family celebration on Friday evening at 6 p.m.!  
 

During Mission: Deep Sea, we want to help a kid’s faith grow 
deeper, encourage them to spend time with God, spend time with 
others, use their gifts, and share their story. Through stories,  
music, games, crafts, snacks, and missions, we hope to 
engage kids with the love of Jesus.  
 

The cost is $20, and space is limited due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

Register Kids or Sign-Up to Volunteer here: 
https://vbsmate.com/UMCWFB 

 
 
 
Camp Day at Lake Lucerne 
 
On Saturday, August 28, we will have a day at Lake Lucerne! 
Our hope is to revive our memory of the camp connection and 
gear up for a full camp in Summer 2022. In addition to offering 
a taste of camp for young families, we want to invite those who 
have loved and served in previous camps to enjoy a day at 
Camp Lucerne. 
 

Camp Sign-Up 

 
 

 

                     Continued on following page 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e48abab2eabff2-klode
https://vbsmate.com/UMCWFB
https://forms.gle/CEqwZDFkJHeKgCmx9
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Serving and Volunteering Help 
 
We are looking for some helping hands for Sunday School, nursery, and Vacation Bible School! 
 

Parent Helpers: This is an opportunity to help out with our 
kids' ministry during Sunday worship. You can support our 
teachers once a month or on occasion to provide assistance in 
our Sunday School. No training or prep is needed!  
Sign Up Here 
 

If you would like to help with VBS or work in our nursery, 
contact Pastor Andrew! You are welcome to serve! 
 

If you have any questions or would like to get involved in 
serving or volunteering, please contact me at 
ajones@umcwfb.org. 
 
 

    With Hope, 
 

 

Dinner and a Show! 
 

      
 

We are going to round out our Milwaukee Service Project week by hosting a Brat Fry and 
Talent Show at The United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay.  Proceeds support the  

Appalachia Service Project organization.  Come and enjoy a brat or hamburger and stay for 
the free Talent Show.  A freewill offering for ASP will be taken during the show. 

 
Date:  Friday, July 23 

 

Brat Fry:  5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Talent Show:  7:00 to 8:15 p.m. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MCHgCxjz7cUaHWoENT-coOvymn8OF174iZ6rb4iTPky8WOLk6nYAcNCHPLHvecMn5QNFBsygl_yaZNu5TRX1YEW_VsWgyDmoFOTcc1GoA9Nou9Z4BYjiHJg5lrZEdGk5rEOm_DDVnvVycewLjfSr21E-hFKa4uo1xX_j_0avfo_5no_Qv3Gvt8ePNlM6_L-4&c=pbpKAlO9j6MuhRpe6t9Xn7053vOsHGP1
mailto:ajones@umcwfb.org
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Habitat Work Dates 
 
Please join us to work on a new home in the 
Harambee area. 
 
Our first day is Saturday, July 17.   
The second date is Friday, August 27.  
 
Contact Don Lybeck at mdonlybeck@sbcglobal.net 
or Dick Steinmetz at rsteinmetz@wi.rr.com. 
 
Thank you to all who contributed cash or tools to 
Habitat in June.  

Food Drive Continues—Clothing Drive Ends 
 
We are continuing to collect food and cash donations for  
MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary (MBHS) and 
United Methodist Children’s Services (UMCS). 
 
Donations are delivered once or twice a week. 
There are two donation boxes at the front entrance of 
819 East Silver Spring Drive for food and toiletries. 
 
Please send any monetary donations, payable to UMCWFB, 
with “Mission Food Donations” in the memo line. 
 
URGENT NEEDS  
 

They are currently out of toilet tissue at both outreach sites. 
 

Also needed: laundry detergent, dish detergent, cleaning products, 
towels and washcloths, and diapers size 1, 6. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING GENERAL CLOTHING, 
DUE TO LIMITED SPACE. 

mailto:mdonlybeck@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rsteinmetz@wi.rr.com?subject=rsteinmetz@wi.rr.com
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Help Support the Medical Needs of the Uninsured in Milwaukee 
 
Bread of Healing is a nonprofit Christian organization 
that provides free medical care to those with no  
insurance in Milwaukee. A growing number of people 
in Milwaukee do not have access to medical care,  
especially during the pandemic. Many people 
lost jobs and were unable to afford health insurance. 
The need is greater than it has ever been! 
 
Here are three ways you can help: 
 
1) The loose change offering for July will go to the 
Bread of Healing to provide medical supplies and 
medication for the poor. 
 
2) Purchase the following over-the-counter medications 
and place them in the bin in the Narthex by the elevator:  
         
Tylenol, Motrin, Benadryl, anti-itch cream, Ibuprofen, Band Aids, Vitamin D (1000 or 2000), 
Calcium with Vitamin D, One-A-Day, Tums (Generic or Store Brand are great). 
 
3) Cash donations are welcome and will be used to buy medication for Bread of Healing.  
There will be a box for cash donations in the office. 
 
Thank you so much for helping to make a difference in our own community!  

   School Snapshot 

Marcella Yatso plays a                
Mozart sonata for a Tree of Life          
preschool class. 

The children enjoyed learning 
that Mozart was a prankster    
and only a teen when he wrote       
the sonata!   

Mae Mobley was also thoroughly 
engrossed in the lesson. 
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https://ol.bread.org/
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 Notes from the Board  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Review of ALB Structure 
 
The Board is in the process of reviewing the role of the ALB and how it can best govern the church.   
It was suggested that we provide a refresher for the congregation as well.   
 
The Accountable Leadership Board was formed in 2016 to replace the Church Council as the govern-
ing body of the church.  The Church Council was too large, meetings too infrequent, and operations 
too siloed to provide effective governance.  The ALB was designed to be small (no more than 12 
members), efficient, and holistic and to free the congregation from managing church operations 
so they could grow in discipleship and ministry.  Therefore, the ALB became the Trustees, Finance 
Team, Staff Parish Relations Team, Nominating Committee, and Lay Leader.  In the last couple years, 
the ALB has also assumed the role of Technology Team.  The ALB is staffed by the senior pastor, who 
plays a key part in the meetings but does not vote.  
 
Of course, the ALB is too small to perform all of the functions of these operations by itself and 
delegates significant responsibilities and authorities to ministry teams that report to it.  However,  
the ALB weighs in on key decisions so that the operations of the church serve the needs of the church 
ministries.  This is important when decisions about church finances, staff parish relations, and/or 
church properties overlap.   
 
In order to represent the congregation and provide a holistic view, ALB members must be involved 
with church ministries and be available to members of the congregation.  The congregation, in turn, is 
invited to share their questions, concerns, and thoughts with the ALB  and attend and participate in 
ALB meetings.  
 
The ALB does not and could not manage staff, but it does advise the pastor on staff compensation and 
other matters and annually reviews the senior pastor.  It also does not govern ministries of the church 
that are typically supported by church staff, but did recently develop a process for ministries to join 
outside organizations.  
 
The ALB meets every month.  An agenda and materials for each meeting are sent out in ad-
vance.  Sensitive matters are handled in closed session.  ALB members work well together but are ex-
pected to and do express their views directly and honestly.  Decisions are often made by vote.   
 
The congregation can request to receive a notice, minutes, and materials for ALB meetings.  A sum-
mary of each ALB meeting is also provided in the monthly JOY.   
 
The names of the current ALB members are listed below.  
 
Kathy Schluter - Chair 
 

Mike Stoehr - Vice-Chair 
 

Craig Walker - Trustee Chair  
 

John Fruncek - Technology Chair 
 

Sharon Garrett 
 

Julie Whitney  
 

Brady Henderson 
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 ALB Notes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last of the original members of the ALB - Kathy Schluter, Sharon Garrett and Julie Whitney - will 
leave the board at the end of 2021 as their terms expire and a new crop of board members will be need-
ed to assume the leadership of the church.  
 

The ALB met on June 22.  Here is an update on operations:  
 
Church Opening 
The church will be fully open beginning on July 1, subject to new developments with COVID-19 and 
guidance from the CDC.  The staff has been busy cleaning and tidying up to prepare for the opening.  
 
Staff Parish Relations  
We regret to announce two staff departures.  Steve Lirely will be retiring fully at the end of June.  Steve 
was our Youth Director for several years and, in January, stepped back to five hours per week to help 
Pastor Andrew transition to his role as Children and Youth Director and then to staff the Men’s Ministry. 
Pastor Janet will be retiring at the beginning of August, although she will complete her class on “Living 
Fully, Dying Well.”  Since she joined the staff last October, Pastor Janet has preached, given the prayer, 
and even sung in worship, has visited the homebound, developed programs for retirees, and staffed the 
Missions, Church & Society, and Racial Diversity teams.  
Both Steve and Janet have been valued members of our staff .  We are grateful for their dedication and 
service and will miss them.  
 

A search will be conducted later in the summer for their replacement.  
 
Strategic Plan Update 
The ALB approved revisions to the Strategic Plan developed by the Strategic Planning Team to reflect 
changes in church ministries resulting from the pandemic.  Four short-term church initiatives were also 
adopted which are designed to enhance our church fellowship and ministry.  (See July JOY article on 
the Strategic Plan).  
 
Trustees 
The Trustees did not meet in July.   
A report on the new roof and improvements is being prepared and will be shared with the congregation. 
The concrete work in front of the church and on the Danbury walkway for the dumpsters is scheduled 
for the end of August.   
A new glider has been added to the Buxton Garden. Give it a try! 
The renovation of the playground for the daycare and preschool is substantially complete.  
 
Financial Update 
The May financials showed an uptick in pledge giving which, when combined with expense savings of 
over $50,000, resulted in a surplus of $15,038 for the year.  Pledge payments are at 89% of budget 
and non-pledge giving is at 106% of budget.  So far, June revenue and expenses are on target to put us 
slightly in the black for the fiscal year that ends on June 30.  Given the upheaval and interruptions 
caused by the pandemic, this is cause to celebrate.  
 

The Capital Fund was drawn down to $84,392 in May by the final payment to the roofing contractor 
and a deposit on concrete work scheduled for later in the summer. The Future Fund remains at 
$100,418 and the Properties Capital Fund at $224,748.  
 
Pledge Drive  
We have received 119 pledges for $432,000 so far in the Pledge Drive. Our goal is $776,000.  Those who 
have not yet pledged are encouraged to do so.  
 

The ALB is on a summer schedule and the next meeting has not yet been set.   
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Revised Strategic Plan Approved 
 
The church’s Strategic Plan as well as several short-term Initiatives were finalized in January 
of 2020.  Then COVID-19 struck and the world changed.  As we have slowly emerged from the 
pandemic, we have come to realize that we are in a “new normal” and some staff, ministries, 
and priorities have and will change.  It seemed appropriate, therefore, that the Strategic    
Planning Team review and revise the Strategic Plan and Initiatives to reflect these changes.  
 
The ALB approved the revised Strategic Plan and Initiatives at its June meeting.  The new Plan 
and Initiatives can be accessed HERE.  The Strategic Plan is a living document which will be 
constantly revised to respond to changes in the church and society.  
 
The areas that will impact the congregation directly and quickly are the church-wide Initia-
tives.  The four initial Initiatives emphasize strengthening the church community and making 
ministries more vital and accessible.  We plan to complete these Initiatives by the end of 2021.  
At that time, the status of the Initiatives will be reviewed and either revised or, if complete, re-
placed with new initiatives.  

 

DISCIPLESHIP OBJECTIVE: INVITATION 
Upgrade social media  

Redesign website, social media, and wordmark and upgrade content to be more invita-
tional, accessible, and interactive and develop a process to maintain them 

 
DISCIPLESHIP OBJECTIVE: MINISTRY ENGAGEMENT 
Increase congregational connections  

Create hard and digital church directories and accessible church membership database 
Launch congregational survey to identify ministry, mission, and fellowship interests 

 
DISCIPLESHIP OBJECTIVE: FAITH FORMATION  
Increase stability and vitality of Sunday School and Youth Programs  
 Develop and publicize plan with specific action steps and begin to implement plan 
 
DISCIPLESHIP OBJECTIVE: FAITH FORMATION  
Create hybrid classroom  
 Develop and bid project to redesign Chapel into multi-use hybrid room 
 

 

http://love-care-serve.umcwfb.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/TAKE-OUR-FAITH-FORWARD-REPORT6.21-1.pdf
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Our Birthdays for July 

 

 

 

Mary Mueller 07/01 

Allison Feix 07/01 

Kevin McMahon 07/02 

Kate Owusu-Ayim 07/02 

Jane Meade 07/02 

John Wierschem 07/03 

Nancy Bolender 07/03 

Tom Ebert 07/04 

Kathryn Yunk 07/04 

Colin Furtsch 07/04 

Barb Armstrong 07/05 

Lynn Bennett 07/05 

Julie Harding 07/06 

Beth MacNeil 07/07 

Sarah Potter 07/08 

Elizabeth Koch 07/08 

Molly Milia 07/08 

Nancy Batchelder 07/09 

Tom Webster 07/10 

Matthew Felland 07/11 

Michael Felland 07/11 

Ben Wunderlich 07/11 

Cole Zastava 07/11 

Cynthia Abel 07/11 

Madison Huber 07/11 

Nicholas Gorham 07/12 

Catherine Lathrop 07/14 

Bob Scheelk 07/14 

Andrew Nerbun 07/14 

Henry Sanders 07/15 

Linda Serrano 07/15 

Bret Nerbun 07/15 

Linda Lalicata 07/15 

Cameron Blegen 07/16 

Timothy Perry 07/16 

Andrew Joeckel 07/16 

Oliver Mason Wilcox 07/16 

Lara Lirely 07/17 

Sean Burns 07/17 

Kory Douglass 07/18 

Sean Douglass 07/18 

Lea Rayman 07/20 

Pamela Vaughan 07/22 

Daniel Whitney 07/22 

August Mortellaro 07/23 

Ed Harris 07/24 

Madeleine Modrinski 07/24 

Karen Haedt 07/25 

Carl Trimble 07/26 

Kensington Keith 07/26 

Jerome McCutcheon 07/27 

Lori Ebbott 07/28 

Susan Westergard 07/28 

Carly M. Chiappetta 07/28 

Susan Krezoski 07/29 

Ann Yurkowitz 07/29 

Christopher Siebert 07/29 

John Lean 07/31 

Julie Hapeman 07/31 


