
                                                                        
“Volunteer Extraordinaire” 
 

Word of mouth. That’s how a lot of us decide where to eat 
lunch or which doctor to use. Things are no different when 
deciding where to volunteer — at least not for Joan Gringas. 
Joan became a “word-of-mouth volunteer” at Bridges to 
Growth in 1998 after meeting staff member Jane Hazelton.  
Joan was new to Georgetown and she and Jane hit it off right 
away. 
 
On any given Monday, you can find Joan in an office she shares 
with Jane, answering phones and scheduling upcoming classes 
and events on the computer. But, you won’t ever find Joan 
leading a workshop or teaching a class. “I like working behind 
the scene,” she said.   
 
Joan finds herself useful in the organization’s Workroom 
where she assists teachers who come to laminate papers or 
use the electronic Cricut die-cut machine. She likes knowing 
that by extension, when she helps an educator, she is also 

helping the hundreds of children they teach.  
 
Joan is also known for her sense of humor and ability to make people smile. (Note her email 
signature line: Volunteer Extraordinaire) “Life is too short to take so seriously,” she says. “Just 
relax, people” is one of her favorite mantras. “My goals is to make someone smile every day.” 
 
Mother of two adult boys, she says she wishes something like Bridges had been available when 
her kids were young. “So many new moms don’t know what to do. It’s nice that they can come 
to Bridges and socialize and where their kids can play. “It’s a good meeting place,” she says. 
 
When Joan isn’t giving Cricut machine lessons or re-shelving toys, she plays Mrs. Claus (in full 
red and white regalia) along with Mr. Claus (her husband Phil) for the Georgetown Christmas 
Stroll – a job requiring tons of humility and a good sense of humor. Jane is also employed as a 
receptionist at Weslyan Home and volunteers at Bridges four hours a week. 
 
Joan and Jane continue to share friendship, their work at Bridges to Growth and their love for 
children. 
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