[bookmark: _GoBack]Draft email to Senator George Edwards & Delegate Wendell Beitzel

Dear [insert Senator Edwards or Delegate Beitzel]:

[bookmark: _Hlk265818]As a both a previous part-time and now full-time [insert your time at DCL as appropriate for you] resident of the of the Deep Creek Lake area for the past [insert number of years you have owned property] years, I write to urge you to support [SB 213 when writing to Senator Edwards and HB 405 when writing to Delegate Beitzel].

Increasing the funding for the State Lakes Protection and Restoration Fund (SLPRF) to $3M/year and deletion of the “sunset” clause will help protect and restore the 16 lakes, including Deep Creek Lake, that are owned by the State of Maryland.  Annual appropriations to the SLPRF are essential to implementing and sustaining both long and short-term projects to improve the environmental quality and recreational viability of our State’s lakes.

Without protection and restoration, these lakes run the risk of serious continued deterioration.  Their loss will have a negative impact on their surrounding communities.  This is certainly true of Deep Creek Lake which is the economic engine for Garrett County.  Its long-term viability is critical not only to property owners around the lake but also to the entire Garrett County community.

Maryland has a rich history of investing in the protection and restoration of bodies of water, especially the Chesapeake Bay.  It is time to invest similarly in the state-owned lakes in order to preserve and protect them for our posterity.  

I urge you and your colleagues to support [SB 213 when writing to Senator Edwards and HB 405 when writing to Delegate Beitzel].

Thank you for your consideration,

[insert your name and address here]


