
Dear ACDA Friends and Colleagues, 
 
Sometimes, we find ourselves stepping into arenas that are unexpected and surprising. This week, I had 
the honor and responsibility of reaching out to the Governor and Legislators in the State of Connecticut, 
to advocate for arts representation on an advisory panel that is currently in the process of determining 
how and when to reopen our state. For some clarity, the assembled Reopen Connecticut Advisory Group 
members are all from educational institutions, which include representatives from the State Education 
Association, Boards of Education, Colleges and Universities, as well as the Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference. Not a single arts organization is represented in the advisory group. Not one. 
 
To say that our Connecticut music educators rallied, is an understatement. Once this news was public 
knowledge, our CMEA President and other state-level arts organizations, immediately went into 
overdrive and sent information and open letters directly to the public, to the Advisory Group and to the 
Governor, requesting and stating that a seat at the table was indeed necessary. 
 
As President of the Connecticut ACDA, I instinctively knew it was my duty and responsibility to 
contribute a voice - OUR CT-ACDA VOICE - into the conversation. 
 
As choral professionals, we have an intense responsibility and an incredible amount of "skin in the 
game" within this pandemic situation. We must continue to educate ourselves on our present health 
and professional challenges, while actively and publicly discussing and demonstrating ways to evolve 
and expand our art form. 
 
It is absolutely necessary that we contribute our voice, expertise and collective innovation to our 
educational and public policy makers, as well as join forces with our local and state-level arts 
organizations. We must create a seat at the table. 
 
So, I did what I knew to do. I immediately contacted my local state representative (who was incredibly 
supportive!) and described the situation. He helped guide the path of my communication directly to the 
governor's office. This was not a solo venture on my part and prior to sending the letter, I 
communicated with members of our CT-ACDA Executive Board for collaboration, editing, and discussion. 
(Shout out the CT-ACDA Village of BRILLIANCE)! 
 
I have shared the open letter on multiple social and traditional media outlets. While I still have not 
received a formal reply from the Governor's Office, I have received emails from many of YOU. I am 
humbled and so grateful that some of you have used my letter as a template as you reach out to your 
state governments. After the events of the past few days, I have come to see our purpose as an 
organization in a different light. ACDA chapters must (and should!) bravely step into the work of creating 
policy and affecting systemic provision and protection for our art form. 
 
You have a voice. WE HAVE A VOICE. 
Pull up a chair....It is time. 
 
With Gratitude, 
 
Amanda Hanzlik 
President, Connecticut ACDA 
Director of Choral Activities, E.O. Smith High School - Storrs, CT 


