
House with a Heart

Every year when I stop to reflect on what I want to share with you, I am in awe of 
the wonderful and caring people who have supported and made the past months  
at House with a Heart so special.

Because of our incredible volunteers we were able to keep the Sanctuary clean, 
neat and organized so the residents have a great place to live. The hearts and 
dedication of our volunteers is the formula for our success, and they help us  
provide the residents with the care, attention and love they deserve.

Because of the great medical teams at Kentland’s Vet Hospital and VRA, our 
residents get the best medical care from professionals who show how devoted  
they are to the well-being of the animals.

Because of our volunteers and donors, we were able to undertake many much-
needed repairs and upgrades including: putting in a walkway for the dogs in one  
of our back yards, repairing our leaky roof, installing fans and lights in the sunroom, 
installing new pet doors, cleaning and sealing the cement patio potty area, etc. 

Because of you we were able to pay our veterinary bills for our residents totaling 
$90,000. And by the end of 2019, we should reach our goal of 24,000 followers 
on Facebook.

Because of your many requests to share stories of dogs in need, our Jacquie set 
up a Facebook page called the House with a Heart Safety Net where we now post 
about senior dogs who are in need of help or a home. Through that Facebook 
page, and because of you, many more senior dogs were given a second chance  
at life and love in their senior years! [More on Page 3]

Because of you we were also able to save 17 Senior Dogs with our K-9 Medical 
Miracles Grant Program this year. [More on Page 2]

I want to thank YOU, each and every one of you, who has contributed in  
some way to making House with a Heart the amazing place it is today.  
Because of you, senior dogs are cared for and saved every day of the year. 

BECAUSE OF YOU, all of our Supporters and Volunteers and the mission  
in the hearts of my husband Joe and I when we started out in 2006,  
we can continue to say…LOVE LIVES HERE!

Blessings to all,

Greetings from Sher

Sher Polvinale

Special Thanks to our Volunteers, 
Donors, and Spectrum Printing, for 
making HWAH’s Annual Newsletter 
publication possible!
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We are coming to the close of our second full year with our K-9 Medical Miracles 
Program. We are excited to report that along with our Rescue Partners, we have 

given a second chance at love and a good life to 17 senior dogs from shelters. When 
we started this program late in 2017, we had 3 Rescue Partners that would pull a 

12+ year or older dog from a shelter. We are proud and pleased that in 2019 
we have 18 Rescue Partners from the East coast to the West coast! This program 
is so important to our mission to help save as many senior dogs abandoned in 
shelters as we can. These dogs are often overlooked because of their age and 

health issues. Our Rescue Partners are other senior dog lovers who know that 
these dogs have so much more love to give. We are incredibly grateful for all the 

generous supporters who donate to this cause, and together, we can give these pups 
the quality care and love they deserve in their last years.

K-9 Medical Miracles 2019 Update

Toby, a 21 year old 
Pomeranian mix 
was picked up as a 
stray. They found 
Toby’s owners, but 
sadly, they didn’t 
want him. He sat at 
the shelter until our 

Rescue Partner, Leashes End heard 
about him. Our grant helped Toby 
with his senior work up and dental 
surgery. This youngster is still going 
strong and living at Leashes End 
knowing that he is loved at last!

Heidi, a 13 year old French Bulldog was brought to 
the Vet to be euthanized due to urinating in the house. 
The Vet reached out to us to see if we could find a 
Rescue for her. We posted Heidi on our Safety Net 
page and Harlee’s Angels Rescue stepped up to take 
her. We offered a grant to help with Heidi’s medical 
expenses. Heidi is now living with her forever foster 
family and doing great!

Here are a few of the stories and pictures about the lucky pups who 
received a second chance this year because of K-9 Medical Miracles.

Gary, a  
15 year old 
blind, deaf 
Yorkie was in 
a California 
shelter as a 
stray. He was 
rescued by 

Strength of Shadow Dog 
Rescue. Our grant provided his 
senior exam and treatment for 
upper respiratory infection. 
Once Gary recovered, he was 
adopted almost immediately!

Betty CasperA J

TeensyStellaSheba

RoxyMacJacob

GusGizmoCheeto

$14,673
Amount Granted
Jan–Oct 2019 

$20,000
Goal for 2020
with Your Help!

18
Rescue Partners 
Across the U.S.

17
Dogs Saved from  
Jan–Oct 2019
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Facebook Safety Net Page 
As part of our continuing effort to save senior dogs, 
Jacquie Raymo created our Facebook Safety Net 
page. This page is dedicated to sharing information 
about senior or special needs dogs looking for 
forever homes.

We recognized a need for this page after receiving messages 
with heartbreaking stories from individuals who needed to re-
home their senior dog. We also hear from shelters asking for help 
promoting a senior dog in need of a new home. On our Safety Net 
page, we post photos of the dog, share their story and the contact 
information and then ask our followers and rescue partners to 
SHARE SHARE SHARE to get the word out.

This year we had great success in connecting senior dogs who 
needed a second chance with loving people who opened their 
hearts and their homes. If a home wasn’t immediately available,  
a rescue group would often accept the dog into their program  
until that special placement could be found.

Adidas, Bella, Bullet, Buzz, Cold Beer, Collier, Dory, Elvis, Grover, 
Heidi, Joyful, Radar, Rilee, Scrapple, Star, and Tulip are now safe 
and in loving homes and we look forward to helping many more!

GroverDory

Buzz

Joyful

StarRemy Rilee

Bella

Collier

Radar

Scrapple, Elvis, Cold Beer, Bullet

Addidas

Tulip

[ Sep 7 ]  We were invited to participate at the 
event in Rockville. The weather was beautiful and 
we had scores of visitors at our table. It was great 
to spread the word about our mission. Our foster 
pups Poppy and Spike joined us and gave out 
free kisses! 

Rockville Town Square Community 
Nonprofit Fair

[ Oct 5 ]  When we heard about the Oktoberfest 
outing, we jumped at the chance to spend the 
day meeting people and telling them all about 
HWAH! Poppy, our Ambassador was there again 
to give kisses. No one could believe she was 15 
years old, so that goes to show you, seniors rock! 

Germantown Volunteer Fire Dept 
Open House/Oktoberfest

Events
Cinco De Mayo Meets Sip for Seniors
[ May 5 ]  We held our 3rd fundraiser at our 
favorite venue, The Olney Winery. We had 
awesome silent auctions, an outrageous food 
spread, great music and lots of wine! This 
fundraiser was to benefit our K9 Medical 
Miracles Fund. Thanks to everyone who came 
out to visit and help us save more senior pups!
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So this is where we part, My Friend,
and you’ll run on, around the bend,
gone from sight, but not from mind,
new pleasures there you’ll surely find.

I will go on, I’ll find the strength,
life measures quality, not its length.
One long embrace before you leave,
share one last look, before I grieve.

There are others, that much is true,
but they be they, and they aren’t you.
And I, fair, impartial, or so I thought,
will remember well all you’ve taught.

Your place I’ll hold, you will be missed,
the fur I stroked, the nose I kissed.
And as you journey to your final rest,
take with you this…I loved you best.

– Jim Willis

I Loved
You BEST

In Memoriam
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In 2017, a little white poodle was shipped from the 
south to a cat rescue group in Maryland, hidden 
in the back of a crate full of kitties! The rescue 

was shocked to find a DOG lying in the back of the crate. Through rescue 
friends, Buddy came to us at HWAH where we shaved off his mats, tended 
to his many medical needs and showered him with love. Restoring his faith 
in people was a much slower process. Buddy was fearful of being touched 
too quickly and would tremble and flinch away from an outstretched hand. 
Who knows what terrible things he had witnessed and experienced?  With 
lots of loving patience, Buddy learned to trust us and blossomed into a 
sweet addition to the HWAH family. Buddy left us on March 23, 2019.

Buddy

Clemie was rescued in 2016 from a horrible 
hoarding situation. She had a broken back, 
terrible teeth, eye problems, several tumors and 

needed multiple surgeries to give her relief from pain and a chance at 
a comfortable life. We honestly thought we would only have her for a 
short time, but she fooled us all and showed her feisty side! Clementine 
loved our Vice President, Rich the BEST and would perk up whenever he 
visited. Somehow, she seemed to know when he was scheduled to be at the 
Sanctuary and would start her cat-like yowling an hour or so before he 
arrived. We were all relieved when he would pick her up and she melted 
into his loving arms. Sweet Clementine left us on October 4, 2019.

Clementine

This beautiful, yet aloof, Rat Terrier with the most 
expressive face arrived at HWAH in 2018, along 
with her longtime companion, Marlie. These two 

were the beloved pets of a local community of Sisters. Sadly, when the 
Convent closed, they could no longer keep Dixie and Marlie. Dixie had 
a talent for “dancing.”  She would pirouette on her hind legs or high-step 
slowly and deliberately under a low hanging branch or bush. Although 
she accepted the HWAH family, she truly came to life whenever the Sisters 
visited, obviously remembering her years with them. If Dixie counted you 
among one of her favorite people, she would welcome you with gusto! 
Dixie left us on March 8, 2019.

Dixie

Pet Connect rescued Nora in 2016. This poor 
old girl had lived her entire nine years outside 
on a chain! Nora was adopted but things didn’t 

work out, so our friends at Pet Connect asked if Nora could come to 
stay with us at HWAH. We knew this sweetheart deserved a lot of love 
and attention and we were glad to give it. Our Nora was a “talker.” She 
had a little low mumble and a louder more insistent discussion with you 
about hurrying up to serve her food. Nora never saw a treat she didn’t 
want. She was sweet, had a kind spirit, enjoyed being petted and  craved 
attention since she had missed it earlier in her life. We were happy to 
comply! Nora left us on February 13, 2019.

Nora

This adorable 14-year-old Yorkie arrived in 2016 
when his elderly Mom passed away. Raini had 
a severely damaged heart and his prognosis was 

very poor. We set him up with a Cardiologist and took him for  checkups 
every three months. Sadly, we were told he likely would not be with us for 
very long. But Raini fooled everyone by living and loving his life to the 
fullest! After being with us at the Sanctuary for more than a year, Raini 
went to live the pampered life with his forever foster mom Cindy, and 
her Yorkie pack. Raini fit right into his new family, and we loved getting 
updates on his adventures on car rides and  beach vacations. Long after 
predicted, Raini’s little heart gave out on March 27, 2019.

Raini

In 2018, this petite Chihuahua with a mountain 
of attitude was dropped at our local shelter. 
With an enlarged heart, serious medical issues, 

and an even more serious snarky side, Tinker wasn’t very adoptable, 
so we opened a space in the Sanctuary and in our hearts for her. 
Tinker went through surgery for cancer of her mammary glands, and 
her recovery was difficult, so we decided against putting her through 
something like that again even though she was scheduled for one more 
surgery. It took some time and a lot of patience before Tinker was willing 
to show her softer side, but once she did, it was like the sunlight glistening 
like diamonds on new fallen snow. This little girl melted our hearts!  
We said goodbye to Tinker on May 17, 2019.

Tinker

In late 2017 our rescue friends at the Senior Dog 
Sanctuary of Maryland transported Wrigley and 
his Mom Casey to HWAH. We all wanted 16-year-

old Casey and 15-year-old Wrigley to be able to stay together and live out 
the rest of their lives in a home atmosphere. This Mom and son pair were 
never far from each other and we often found them snuggled together. 
Casey passed in November 2018, and after a mourning period, Wrigley 
transitioned into the pack without his Mom. Wrigley was a quiet fellow. 
Eating and treats were on the top of his list at all times, and he also enjoyed 
being brushed and pampered. But most of all, he loved snuggling with our 
volunteer Maria on the little doggie couch. We are grateful we were able 
to give Wrigley and his Mom a lot of love in their last years. Wrigley went 
across the Bridge on October 2, 2019.

Wrigley

No matter how we try, we never can 
prepare for the loss of one of our beloved 
residents. Given the work we do at the 
Sanctuary, you’d think we’d learn to take 
death in stride. But it never happens. 
Saying goodbye is as painful, be it the first 
or seventieth time we’re confronted with it.
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• Making a one-time, occasional, 
or monthly donation.

• Choose HWAH (#69166) as 
a designated nonprofit in the 
Combined Federal Campaign  
of the National Capital Area.

• Make a donation to HWAH 
(#20-5291492) via the 
Maryland Charity Campaign 
(MCC) for state employees.

• HWAH is a 501c 3 non-profit 
organization so your donation 
is tax deductible.

• Sponsor a resident of your choice. 

• Purchase items for the Sanctuary 
that appear on our Wish List in 
the "Support HWAH" section on 
our website.

• Shop at smile.amazon.com and 
select House With A Heart Pet 
Sanctuary as your charitable 
organization.

• Help us promote our team spirit 
and our mission! Purchase HWAH 
apparel from the "Support 
HWAH" section on our website.

HWAH is a non-profit and volunteer supported organization. Situated in a house on two acres of fenced property in Gaithersburg, HWAH fills a need for its dogs and cats by providing a 
sanctuary for them. These senior pets at HWAH are there as a result of becoming homeless or were in the process of losing their homes for a variety of reasons. Unlike most other rescues, 
HWAH does not seek adoption for its residents. Instead, HWAH provides a safe and loving place for its residents to live out their full lives so they will never lose their home again. HWAH 
relies solely on donations to cover its expenses. In addition, HWAH’s volunteers are instrumental in daily operations and upkeep of the sanctuary. 

While we were truly blessed this year, we need your continuous 
support to cover our costly veterinary expenses, purchase food 

and supplies, and make improvements that benefit our senior residents 
and forever fosters. You can contribute by: 

THE MANY WAYS TO HELP 
HOUSE WITH A HEART 

SENIOR PET SANCTUARY

House with a Heart Pet Sanctuary
6409 Stream Valley Way
Gaithersburg, MD 20882

www.housewithaheart.com
Email: housewithaheart@comcast.net
240.631.1743
CFC Donation Code 69166  
MCC Code 20-5291492
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