

BPD Crime Lab Receives International Accreditation
The Boise Police Department Crime Lab provides forensic services for criminal investigations. Criminalists analyze, evaluate, and examine evidence, interpret results, provide technical assistance and training, as well as provide expert testimony. The A2LA accreditation covers three disciplines, crime scene investigation, biology screening, and latent print processing and examination.  

Bill would reduce mayoral control of troubled D.C. crime lab
Members of the D.C. Council introduced legislation Thursday to turn the city’s troubled forensics arm into an independent agency, a move that would reduce the mayor’s control of the department tasked with analyzing crime scene evidence as violence surges in the District.

Lawsuit claims authorities downplayed Wilmington crime lab issues, kept quiet about missing drugs
The former director of the Wilmington Police Department crime lab alleges that she was denied employment when the Sheriff’s Office took over the facility in 2019. The director claims this was retaliation, in direct response to her giving testimony under oath about concerns with the lab that authorities had not made public after WPD fired an ‘untruthful’ lab chemist.

What is ammunition microstamping? Monroe County Crime Laboratory explains
“I think the potential may be there, but even without the microstamping, we're doing the ID work already," said Freemesser who also says one of the problems with microstamping is it’s too micro – the marks or characters are so small they don't always leave accurate marks on the cartridge case, making it hard to read them.

How a forensics lab started in 2019 is helping police crack complex crimes
The Cyber Cell then sent the couple’s phones to the National Cyber Forensics Lab (NCFL) for analysis, which retrieved deleted data — including a screenshot of a WhatsApp ID in which a man’s photo and number were visible — in two-three days.

Old equipment causing 2-year crime lab backlog
The Columbus Crime Lab is facing a two-year backlog in drug analysis work, and needs more modern equipment to better keep up with demand, according to Director Claudette Gilman.

Vancouver Police seeks DNA machine amid surging crime
According to a report from Mayor Anne McEnerny-Ogle about her trip to Washington D.C. early this month to lobby for funding Vancouver projects, she and a group of local politicians met with U.S. Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler, R-Battle Ground, and Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash. Both have requested federal funding for the DNA testing machine, among other projects.





Fox 8 Exclusive: Mayor Cantrell says the city is on a ‘strong path forward’ towards fighting crime
The city announced Wednesday the allocation of $155 million in federal dollars, identifying key areas for the money to go toward, including $42 million toward the NOPD Training Academy and DNA Crime Lab, as well as new police cars and ambulances, specialty equipment for NOEMS, and replacement of the Fire Station Alerting System.

Bill seeks to overhaul DC's forensics lab after agency loses accreditation
"It has a huge impact on our criminal justice system on the ability to investigate everything from shootings to DNA, to fingerprints ... and as well as cases from the past where now it comes into question if there was the right evidence and integrity of convictions is now in question as well," Allen said.

‘We can’t stand for that’: Yazoo City police seizing weapons found on teens
“Once the youth is arrested, if they have a gun, it’s a series of things that we have to do,” Hampton said. “We have to make sure that the gun hasn’t been used in a violent crime. So, sometimes they’re held until they go to the crime lab. And if it’s being used by the juvenile, they’re not getting it back,” he said.

Megan Boswell murder trial pushed to 2023. Where does the case stand?
Sullivan County Judge James Goodwin rescheduled the trial from Sept. 26 to Feb. 6 after a motion by Boswell's defense attorney cited "months and months and months" of delay in receiving test results from the state crime lab.

Former Corrections Officer Indicted in 1988 Cold Case Murder of 11-Year-Old Girl
“Evidence recovered from the victim’s body was instrumental in solving this case,” Essex District Attorney Jonathan W. Blodgett said at the time of McClendon’s arrest. “The suspect lived in Chelmsford in 1988 and had multiple ties to Lawrence.”

Five years after shooting in Belton, Missouri woman charged with accessory to murder
Kestner was charged Monday with felony murder in Cass County Circuit Court, a crime that carries a maximum term of life in prison. Detectives recently investigating the case heard from witnesses who claimed Kestner — a distant relative of Brito-Ramirez through her ex-husband — admitted to being involved, including one who said she described being a getaway driver, according to charging documents.

Vegas Justice League adds new members, funds more cold cases in Southern Nevada
The group gives law enforcement the funds to send DNA from cases that have ran cold to Othram Labs in Texas. The lab uses genealogy to identify a suspect or victim with even the smallest traces of DNA from a crime scene. The lab has already helped solve three cases in the last year.

Defense lawyer stands by acquitted suspect implicated in 1990 murder case
Hayes, 58, will be up for parole in three years in New York State for a 1987 homicide case to which he pleaded guilty in 2004. As part of his defense, the Innocence Project of New York asked Broward prosecutors to review the DNA evidence that once had Hayes facing the death penalty.


In Singapore, a Forensics Lab Wields CSI-like Tech Against Wildlife Traffickers
In July 2019, authorities in Singapore had seized 8.8 metric tons of ivory en route to Vietnam aboard a shipment from the Democratic Republic of Congo. Now, following the opening of the center in August 2021, it was the job of Fernandez’s team to analyze it.

‘Pillowcase Rapist’ charged in at least 6 cold case attacks in Broward County from 1980s
According to detectives, they became closer to naming a suspect in that case in 2019 when Cold Case Unit Sgt. Kami Floyd began digging through thousands of sexual assault cases from the 1980s and came upon the case of the Pompano Beach woman, along with other similar cases in BSO jurisdictions.

YCSO receives a grant of $72,782 for new equipment from Yakama Nation
Yakima County Sheriff's Office gets to check a few things off their wish list after getting a $72,782 grant from the Community Impact Funds supplied by the Yakama Cares Fund, Yakama Nation, and Legends Casino.

Pet Hairs And Torn Fingernail Lead Police To Colorado Killer Who Suffocated Young Woman
“Police were able to observe there was blood around her mouth. There were some scratches on her face and some bruising,” Robert Brown, former Colorado Springs Chief Criminal District Attorney, told “Exhumed: Killer Revealed,” airing Sundays at 7/6c on Oxygen.

Former Wisconsin judge killed in 'targeted' shooting; Gov. Evers also on 'hit list'
DCI is leading this investigation and is assisted by the Sauk County Sheriff’s Office, Mauston Police Department, Elroy Police Department, Wisconsin State Crime Lab, Wisconsin State Patrol, DOJ’s Office of Crime Victim Services, and the FBI.

True crime meets forensic science: New podcast investigates some of the oldest cold cases in North Carolina
If you grew up in the 1980s, you probably remember the missing children's photos on milk cartons. For most of us, that was our first introduction to the world of missing people. The idea was started by a nonprofit called the National Child Safety Council, and by the mid-eighties, hundreds of dairies were taking part in the “Missing Children Milk Carton Program.” I remember seeing those sad photos and thinking, "Why can’t they find her?"

Illinois State Police on fast track to open forensic science institute in Belleville
The center formerly served as a satellite campus of Lindenwood University and, long before that, Belleville Township High School. The city of Belleville bought it for $3 million last year.

Midwest Regional Forensic Laboratory receives third straight Maximus Award
The American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors recognized the Midwest Regional Forensic Laboratory (housed at the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office) for the third consecutive year as a Project FORESIGHT Maximus Award winner. The Maximus Award is given to the top 13 performing forensic science laboratories in the world. The 2022 top performers are laboratories operating at 90% or better of peak efficiency. This year, the Midwest Regional Forensic Laboratory was the only laboratory in the state of Minnesota to receive this award.
